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KEY EU COMMITMENTS IN THE FIELD OF NATURE
PROTECTION

2030 EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGYCOM 2020/380/ final )

1. Legally protect a minimum of 30% of the %5 da@d and 30% of
the %5 &daareaand integrate ecological corridors , aspart of the
true Trans-European Nature Network .

2. Strictly protect at least athird of the %5 @rGtected areas, including
all remaining EUprimary and old growth forest.

3. Effectively manage all protected areas, defining clear conservation

objectives and measures, and monitoring them appropriately .

U The targets relate to the EU as a whole and could be broken down
according to EU bio-geographical regions and sea basins or at at
more local level

U EU memberStatesshould have submittedtheir pledgesfor targetsto be
achievedoy 2030by theendof 2022

U No national iledieshave been made bi EU memberin the rew.



KEY EU COMMITMENTS IN THE FIELD OF NATURE
PROTECTION

4. Political commitmentof the memberstateis to contributewith
protectionmeasures$o thetargetds setattheseabasin level.

As the Commission guidance on the protected areas targets
stresses

U e It is importantto notethat thereis a large variation among
Member Statesfor the terrestrial coverageof Natura 200Q
rangingfrom 8% in Denmarkto 38% in Slovenia Thesituation
IS similar for the marine coverageof Natura 2000 and the
coverageof differentecosystemalsovariessignificantlyé

The legal reasoningof sharedresponsibility for the coherent
Natura2000networkthatwasestablishedy EU law Is validg(
| of’ Ao



IMPORTANCE OF THE NATURE DIRECTIVES

Within the frameworkof the Birds and Habitats Directives (hereafter called

Nature Directives), memberStatesareobligedto designateand manageareas
to ensurethe protectionof the mostthreatenedgpeciesand habitatsacrossthe

EU. This networkformsthen b a ¢ k bf &unatareprotectionin general

U The EuropeanCommissionexcludesany legislativereform, by adoptinga
pragmatic approach,namely even when a speciesis not listed in the
annexesof the Directives, the NATURA 2000 network, through its
umbrella effect, covers a high proportion of speciesof conservation
concernbeyondthoselistedin theAnnexes

U By referenceo the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), the
Commissionstresseghat it is up to memberStatesto protectall marine
speciesandhabitats without needto referto eachindividual specieqlisted
in the NatureDirectives)




LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE MARINE
STRATEGY FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

The directive aims at achievinga good environmentalstatusfor
the full marineareaof the EU by requiringthe memberStateso
adoptandimplementstrategieandprogramme®f actionalready
by 202Q Therequirement®f the directiverelateto a wide range
of descriptorandcriteria

U The MSFD recognise that spatial protection measures,
Including MPAs, should form part of the programmesof
measuresequiredfor its implementation




MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING AN INSTRUMENT FOR
BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION

Directive 201489EU (MSP Directive) as i aprocessby which the relevant
authorities analyse and organise human activities in marine areasto achieve
ecologicaleconomicandsocialo bj ec.t i ves o

Restrictiongelatedto humanusescanbe establishedia the MSP Directive,which
requiresmemberStatesto establishandimplementMSP following the ecosystem
basedapproach

U Theseobjectivesrepresenpotentialsynergiedor marineprotectionand MPAs
networks Establishingecologicallycoherennetworksof MPAs at ecoregional
andsubregionalscalegs thecornerston®f MSP

U The importancefor biodiversity protectionof MSP might only becomefully
apparenturingthefirst reviewof the nationalmarire plans

UNEP/MAP Conceptualframeworkfor MSP is a tool for the implementationof
MSP and is consideredas a tool of the ICZM Protocol availableto n U
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OTHER EFFECTIVE AREA -BASED CONSERVATION MEASURES
(OECM)

i Qthereffectiveareabasectonservatioome a s mearsd aeographicalldefined
areaother than a ProtectedArea, which is governedand managedn ways that
achievepositive and sustainedong-term outcomesfor the in situ conservatiorof
biodiversity with associatedecosystem functions and services and, where
applicable,cultural, spiritual, sociceconomic,and other locally relevantvalues
(DecisionXIV/ 8, CBD, 2018

U It canbeinferredthat "FOECMO is a broadconceptthatincludesalsoMPAs, butis
not limited to them While MPAs are establishedexclusively for conservation
purposes,OECMs, while indirectly contributing to conservationobjectives may
beadoptedalsofor other purposes

U FisheriesRestricted Area (FRA) meansail g e 0 g r adefmedaraaln wlyich
some specific fishing activities are temporarily or permanently banned or
restrictedin_order to improve the exploitation patterns and conservation of
specificstocksaswell asof habitats and deepseae c 0 sy st e ms 0O

U FRAs cantherefore be consideredasan exampleof OECM




THE ADRIATIC (STATUS QUO)

The Adriatic Seais a semiclosedbasinextendingfrom the northerncontinentalshelf
with an averagedepthof 35m for the southernAdriatic Pit (about1300m depth)and
connectedo thelonianSeathroughthe OtrantoStrait

U plays an important role also for the largescale dynamics of the Eastern
Mediterraneantacilitating the formationof the densewater,which is the dominant
componenbf the EasterrMediterraneameepwater

There is a low coverageof MPAs (about 5%) and an inadequate representativity
of the MPAs, mostly due to the low coveragein the Middle and South Adriatic
sub-regions, whereasthe North Adriatic has a MPA coverageof approximately
10%.

Thereis a decreasingrendin protectioninitiatives, from the shelf to offshorewaters,
indicating that the efforts of all the countriesare towards shallow waters MPAs
coverages.

U higherin theinfralittoral zone(about13%),

U low protectionhasbeenrecordedn thecircalittoral (about6 %o)



REVIEW OF LEGAL BASES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MPAS
AND OECMS IN INDIVIDUAL Al STATES, OVERVIEW OF
EXISTING MPAS IN EUSAIR

ALBANIA The ProtectedAreas Act No. 81 of Decisionof the Council of Ministers Albaniais a StatePartyto the ICZM
2017 (DCM) No. 701 of 1210.2016 i o Protocolto the BarcelonaConvention
the Approval of the National Fishery since201Q
Strategy20162021%;

- Law on FisheriesNo. 64/2012

- RegulationNo. 1 of 7.3.2014 of the
Ministry  of  Agriculture, Rural

Development and Water
Administration filon the
Implementationof Law No. 64 of
31.5.20120n Fisheries

DCM No. 402 of 85.2013
fi ¢ o n ¢ eNanaigemgntMeasures
for the SustainableExploitation of
MarineFisheryRe s o u.r c e s 0

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA The Nature ProtectionAct of 2013 Law on Fisheries of the Bosnia and Herzegovina has not
(Federation  of Bosnia and Her c e g-oNeratvakskad u p a n iatjfied the ICZM Protocol and has
Herzegovina) canton(2014) not adoptedyet specific legislation

relatedto MSP, neitherat the national,
federal or cantonal level. See,
however,in thatregard

CROATIA The NatureProtectionAct of 24 June Law onmarinefisheries (2017 PhysicalPlanningAct (2013
2013



http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne151757.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne151757.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cro169841.pdf

REVIEW OF LEGAL BASES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MPAS
AND OECMS

ITALY

MONTENEGRO

SLOVENIA

- The FrameworkLaw on Protected Legislative DecreeNo. 4 rearranging LegislativeDecreel7 October2016
Areas (No. 394 of 6 December the national legislation on fisheries n. 201 Implementationof Directive

1992); andaquaculture 201489 / EU establishing a
framework for maritime spatial
planning

-National Biodiversity Strategy
2030

-The NatureProtectiomAct of 2016 -Law on marine fisheries and Law on spatial planning and

. ) mariculture(2009); constructiorof facilities (201/)
-Decisionon declaringthe protected

areaof the nature park "Platamuni - Law amendingthe Law on marine
(202D; fisheriesandmariculture (2015);

- Decision declaring the protected -
area of Nature Park "Stari Ulcinj"
202

The Nature Conservation Act of MarineFisheriesAct (2006 SpatialPlanningAct (2017);
1999

Decree on Maritime Spatial Plan
Slovenia



http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gre23636.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gre192752.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ita212118.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne123048.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne151757.pdf

MSP OF SLOVENIA, PROPOSED MSP OF ITALY AND G| B E N IKKIN
COUNTY COASTAL PLAN

Map 8: NATURE CONSERVATION AREAS
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- protection expansion area
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Figure 16 Planning Unit of the Maritime Area “"Adriatic".




3.5 Natural systems

3.5.1 Marine biodiversity

The County’s coastal zone features significant biodiversity, and for this reason some areas within it have been
recognized as national parks (Kornati, Krka) and significant landscapes (the Zut-Sit island group, the Krka
Landscape — lower course, and the Channel — Sibenik Harbour). Besides, nearly 20 smaller areas and micro-
locations have been recognized as habitats of endangered species and included in the ecological network of
the Republic of Croatia, developed in line with the protection standards for ecological networks under the
EU’s Natura 2020. An overview of protected areas and sites foreseen for tourist scuba-diving activities
because of their significant biodiversity is given in Figure 3.5.
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ITALIAN CASE OF INTRODUCED IN THE NEW POM UNDER
MARINE STRATEGY FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

Memberstateshaverarely establishedspatial measuresunder
art. 13 (4) of MSFD, so far, some new measureshas been
proposedy ltaly:

U Theban of industrial fishing within 3 NM of the coastor at
depthdessthan50m

U In supportof the implementationof environmentalarget 6.3
the mapping of biogenic seabedof conservationinterestin
watersis implementedand solutionsto reducethe impactsof
anchoringon protectedhabitatsare implemented

U Moratoriumon recreationalfishing of specimen®f speciesf
high conservationvaluesuchas groupersand corvinaby non
professionalecreationalandunderwaterfisheries



ITALIAN INITIATIVE (DEEP SEA NATURA - MARINE ECOSYSTEM
RESTORATION PROJECT)

Thanks to an investment of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan
project, the creation of an impressivetwork of deepsea Natura 2000
sites is plannedor the protection of the habitat 1170 "rocky reef".

U The aim of this initiative is to protect the majority of the more than 80
seamounts in Italian waters, with the enforcement of the prohibition of
all forms of harvesting and with the goal of strengthening the Natura
2000 network and contributing significantly to the achievement of the
10% strictly protected marine area target.

U In addition, the project includes actions to preserve and restore the
integrity of benthic habitats that are biodiversity hot spots such as
Posidoniaoceanicameadows, as well as other carborh ecosyste£ns.

e Xe
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CURRENT EXTENT OF NATURA 2000 NETWORK & POSSIBLE
EXTENSIONS
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Overview: Natura 2000gaps relevant Habitats Directive features (species of annex Il
/habitat types of annex | of the Directive) in the Mediterranean regiocludecatthe
biogeographicaseminarin 2016.

Number of habitat types in
need for further
research/additional

proposals of SCls (SR/IN

Habitat type Comments
Croatia 2 *Posidonia beds (Posidonion oceanicae) SR
Reefs SUF/SR
Sandbanks which are slightly covered by ¢
water all the time IN MOD/MIN
ftaly Reefs IN MOD

Submarine structures made by leaking gasedsN MAJIN MIN

Submerged or partially submerged sea ca IN MOD
e *Posidonia bedsKosidonioroceanicag IN MOD/CD
3 Reefs IN MOD

Submarine structures made by leaking gases IN MAJ

o)’ Xe

- |

Slovenia 0




Croatia

Greece

Slovenia

Number of species in
need for further
research/additional

proposals of SCls (SR/

MOD/IN MAJ

2

Species
Caretta caretta*
Tursiops truncatus
Petromyzon marinus

Lampetra fluviatilis

Caretta caretta*

Tursiops truncatus

Monachus monachus
Caretta caretta*

Chelonia mydas*

Tursiops truncatus

Phocoena phocoena
Monachus monachus

Caretta caretta*
Tursiopgruncatus

Comments
SR
SUF/SR
SR/CD
SR

IN MOD/SR
IN MOD/SR

IN MOD/CD
IN MOD
IN MAJ
IN MOD

SR
IN MOD
SR

IN MAJ
" V’




SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN PROTEC TED AREAS FOR CARETTA CARRETA AND
TURSIOPS TRUNCATES ARE NEEDED (THE CASE STUDY2018)
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INTERNATIONAL BIRD LIFE ASSOCIATION IN IDENTIFYING NEW IBA AREAS
THAT SIGNIFICANTLY ENLARGE THE PROSPECTIVE NATURA 2000

[] IBA Europe 2023 g+

A




Country
Italy

Croatia

Albania

NEW IBAAREAS T THE EXTENT

Middle Adriatic
Northern Adriatic IT

Gargano Promontory ar@apitanataNVetlands

Northern Adriatic CRO

Kor |l ul anski kanal
Hvarski kanal

Lastovski kanal

Lastovskoot o] | e

Pulinski otoci

Karavasta Lagoon
Narta Lagoon

Vlora Bay, Karaburun Peninsula and Cika mountain

6448,15
216,86
2371,84

9036,85
251,31
951,06
261,06
790,8
347,42
246,49
2848,14
191,26
196,29
657,34
1044,89

Total: 12929,8&%m?
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EXISTING MPAs AND AREAS OF POTENTIAL DESIGNATIOM IN INDIVIDUAL
EUSAIR MEMEBR STATES
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ESTABLISHING MARINE PROTECTED AREAS, INCLUDING
TRANSBOUNDARY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE
BARCELONA CONVENTION AND ITS PROTOCOLS

Establishinga transboundanPAMIs or onebigger SPAMI in the Northernand Central
Adriatic (including the Jabuk#@omo Pit area)basedupon a joint proposalby Croatia,
Italy andSlovenia

U Thescientific basisfor such proposalsmay be found,amongother,in the decisions
of the Conferenceof the Partiesto the CBD, which in 2014identified the Northern,
Central (including JabukaPomo pit) and SouthernAdriatic, including the Strait
of Otranto areaand nearbylonian Sea,asEcologicallyor Biologically Significant
Marine Areas (EBSA9, and also in the report presentedin 2010 to the
extraordinarymeetingof the focal points for the Areas Protocolto the Barcelona
Convention which listed the Northern and Central Adriatic as A pr i or
conservationa r e argl,dogetherwith SantaMaria di Leuca and Northeastern
lonian, aspotential SPAMIs.

U Following the eventualratification of the Areasprotocolby Greecea similar move
couldbeenvisagedn the SouthernAdriatic (Channelof Otrantoarea)andthe Io@p

Sr'Xe




IDENTIFIED SPAMI's: UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.348/5, 4 June 2010 [ANNEX 3]

Northem and Central Adriatic: Ecological value: Biological productivity Importance for life history
This portion of the Adriatic has a highnatural | Importance for threatened species

Adriatic Sea productivity that supports an extensive food
web, including sea birds, loggerhead sea
furles and several shark species.
Considering the high level of degradation of
the North-westem Adriafic Sea, establishing
a protected area in this site would require

significant marine
restorafion effort
Ecological valug:
Santa Maria di Leuca: Fragility Naturalness

In addition o supporting a broad array of Mediterranean diversity, | Importance for ife history
this northem extent of the lonian hassignificant deep sea coral | Importance for threatened species
habitats.

Northeastem lonian: Ecological value: Importance for life history
The northestern lonian Sea includes cefacean crifical habitats and | Importance for threatened species
important nursery areas for severalshark species.

lonian Sea




LOCATION AND BRIEF DESCRIFPTION OF IDENTIFIED EEBESAS IN THE ADRIATIC AND IONILIAN SEAS

1. NORTHERMN ADRIATIC (CROATIA, ITALY, SLOVENLA)
Mitja Grbec (Miya.grbec@titusplus.com) je vpisan/-a

LOCATION: FAart ol The MNMOoOrtnerrn Aaariatc sasin, off the coasts of Croatia, Italy, and Slovenia. The area is
roughly delimited by the 9-meter isobath, encompassing the area abowve the straight line linking Ancona
(Conero) and the island of Ilovik. The area is located in the northern part of the North Adriatic Sea Basin, with an
average depth of 35 meters and is strongly influenced by the Po river plume.

It includes mobile sandy bottoms, seagrass meadows, hard bottom associations and unigue rocky outcrop
called “"trezze” and “tegnue’”. The area is important for sewveral threatened species. It hosts a population of th
highest density of bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncaties) in the Mediterranean; it is one of the most importarn
feeding grounds in the Mediterranean of the Loggerhead tuartle [(Caretta caretta); and it is a nursery area for

(Engrawlis encrasicoliis). etc.). The area hosts a strong diversity of benthic and pelagic habitats due to an 1mporl:311t
gradient ofenvironmental factors from its western portion to its eastern coasts. It is also one of the most productive
areas in the Mediterranean Sea.

Z. JABUKA/POMO PIT (CROATLA, FTALI)

Location: The area encompassing three distinct, adjacent depressions, with maximum depths of about 270
meters. The area extends 4.5 nautical miles from the Z00-meter isobath. The area encompassing the adjacent]
depressions, the [abuka (or Pomo]) Pit is situated in the Middle Adriatic Sea and has a maximum depth of 200 - 260
meters.

It is a sensitive and critical spawning and nursery zone for important Adriatic demersal resources,
especially European hake [(Merluccius merliuccius). This area hosts the largest populations of Norway lobster]
(Nephrnops norvegicus) and is important especially for juveniles in the depths over 200 meters.

Based on awvailable scientific data, it is a high-density area for the giant dewvil ray (Mobulg mobular). an
endemic species listed on Annex II SPA/BD protocol and listed as endangered on the ITUCMN Red List. The Pit could
function as a favourable environment for some key life history stages of the porbeagle shark., and Lamna nasus,
which is critically endangered (ITJCN 2007}, and both of which are listed on Annex Il SPA/BD Protocol. Regarding
benthic species, several types of corals canbe found (Scleractinia and Actiniarial.

3.SOUTH ADRIATIC AND TONIAN STRAIT (ALBANIA CROATIA, ITALY, MONTENEGRO)

northern part of the Ionian Sea. It includes the deepest part of the Adriatic Sea on the western side and it
encompasses a coastal area in Albania (Sazani Island and Karaburuni peninsula). It also cowvers the slopes in near]
Santa Maria di Leuca.

It is characterized by steep slopes, high salinity and a maximum depth ranging between 200 meters to
1500 meters. Water exchange with the Mediterranean Sea takes place through the Otranto Channel, which has a
sill that is 800-meter deep.This area contains important habitats for Cuvier's beaked whales (Ziphius cavirostris),
an Annex Il species of the Protocol concermning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in thel
Mediterranean (Areas Protocol) in the framework of Barcelona Conwvention, and significant densities of other
megafauna such as the giant devil ray (Mobula mabuilar), striped dolphin (Stencellc. coerwlenalba’), Mediterranean
monk seal (Monachius monachus) and loggerhead turtle [(Caretta caretta]). all of which are listed in Annex II of the
Areas Protocol. Benthos includes deep-sea cold-water coral communities and deep-sea sponge aggregations)
representing important biodiversity reservoirs and contributing to the trophic recycling of organic matter. Tuna|

swordfish, and sharks are also commeon in this area.
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ProposedCCHs in the Adriatic and loninan Seas
(ACCOBAMS)

The Waters along east coast of the Cres- | Area of specialimportance
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[ ACCOBAMS Parties (as of May 2016)




Since 2005, GFCMhas prohibited the use of towed dredges and trawl nets at depths
beyond 1000 m in the Mediterranean and Black Seas (inc. Adriatic & lonian)

@ GFCM Fisheries Restricted Areas Web Map App
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Geographical coordinates of the
Jabuka/Pomo Pit FRA (Adriatic Sea)
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PRESENTATION OF THE EXISTING AND POTENTIAL TRANSBOUNDERY MARINE
AREAS IN EUSAIR REGION
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DENSITY OF EXISTING AND POTENTIAL AREAS FOR MARINE

ION IN THE PLAN
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Existing marine protection and possible extensions within the region that would
meet the strategy objectives
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PROJECTMPA EUROPE JANUARY 23 - APRIL 26 (mpaeuropeeu)- mapoptimal
locationsfor marineprotectedareagMPA) in Europeanseason the basisof a wholistic
approach




