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KEY EU COMMITMENTS  IN THE FIELD OF NATURE  

PROTECTION 

2030 EU BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY (COM 2020/380/ final )
1. Legally protect a minimum of 30% of the %5ȭÓland and 30% of

the %5ȭÓsea area and integrate ecological corridors , aspart of the
true Trans -European Nature Network .

2. Strictly protect at least a third of the %5ȭÓprotected areas, including
all remaining EUprimary and old growth forest.

3. Effectively manage all protected areas, defining clear conservation
objectives and measures, and monitoring them appropriately .
ü The targets relate to the EU as a whole and could be broken down

according to EU bio -geographical regions and sea basins or at at
more local level

ü EU memberStatesshouldhavesubmittedtheir pledgesfor targetsto be

achievedby 2030by theendof 2022.

ü No national pledgeshave been made by EU member in the region so

far



KEY EU COMMITMENTS  IN THE FIELD OF NATURE  

PROTECTION

4. Political commitmentof thememberstateis to contributewith

protectionmeasuresto thetargetsis setat theseabasin level.

As the Commission guidance on the protected areas targets

stresses:

üéIt is important to notethat thereis a large variation among

MemberStatesfor the terrestrial coverageof Natura 2000,

rangingfrom 8% in Denmarkto 38% in Slovenia. Thesituation

is similar for the marine coverageof Natura 2000 and the

coverageof differentecosystemsalsovariessignificantlyé

The legal reasoningof sharedresponsibility for the coherent

Natura2000networkthatwasestablishedby EU law is valid for

thepolicy setby strategyaswell.



IMPORTANCE OF THE NATURE DIRECTIVES

Within theframeworkof theBirds and Habitats Directives (hereafter called

Nature Directives), memberStatesareobligedto designateandmanageareas

to ensurethe protectionof the mostthreatenedspeciesandhabitatsacrossthe

EU. Thisnetworkformstheñbackboneòof EU natureprotectionin general.

ü The EuropeanCommissionexcludesany legislativereform,by adoptinga

pragmaticapproach,namely: even when a speciesis not listed in the

annexesof the Directives, the NATURA 2000 network, through its

umbrella effect, covers a high proportion of speciesof conservation

concernbeyondthoselistedin theAnnexes.

ü By referenceto theMarine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), the

Commissionstressesthat it is up to memberStatesto protectall marine

speciesandhabitats,without needto refer to eachindividual species(listed

in theNatureDirectives).



LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE MARINE 

STRATEGY FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

The directiveaimsat achievinga goodenvironmentalstatusfor

the full marineareaof theEU by requiringthememberStatesto

adoptandimplementstrategiesandprogrammesof actionalready

by 2020. Therequirementsof the directiverelateto a wide range

of descriptorsandcriteria.

üThe MSFD recognise that spatial protection measures,

including MPAs, should form part of the programmesof

measuresrequiredfor its implementation



MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING AN INSTRUMENT FOR 

BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION 

Directive 2014/89/EU (MSP Directive) as ñaprocessby which the relevant

authorities analyseand organisehuman activities in marine areasto achieve

ecological,economicandsocialobjectivesò.

Restrictionsrelatedto humanusescanbeestablishedvia theMSPDirective,which

requiresmemberStatesto establishandimplementMSPfollowing theecosystem-

basedapproach.

ü Theseobjectivesrepresentpotentialsynergiesfor marineprotectionandMPAs

networks. Establishingecologicallycoherentnetworksof MPAs at eco-regional

andsub-regionalscalesis thecornerstoneof MSP.

ü The importancefor biodiversity protectionof MSP might only becomefully

apparentduringthefirst reviewof thenationalmarineplans.

UNEP/MAP Conceptualframeworkfor MSP is a tool for the implementationof

MSP and is consideredas a tool of the ICZM Protocol available to non-EU

EUSAIRStates.



OTHER EFFECTIVE AREA -BASED CONSERVATION MEASURES

(OECM)

ü ȰOthereffectivearea-basedconservationmeasureòmeansñageographicallydefined

areaother than a ProtectedArea, which is governedand managedin ways that

achievepositive and sustainedlong-term outcomesfor the in situ conservationof

biodiversity, with associatedecosystem functions and services and, where

applicable,cultural, spiritual, socio-economic,and other locally relevant values

(DecisionXIV/ 8, CBD, 2018)

ü It canbe inferredthatñOECMòis a broadconceptthat includesalsoMPAs, but is

not limited to them. While MPAs are establishedexclusively for conservation

purposes,OECMs, while indirectly contributing to conservationobjectives, may

beadoptedalsofor other purposes.

ü FisheriesRestricted Area (FRA) meansañgeographicallydefinedareain which

some specific fishing activities are temporarily or permanently banned or

restrictedin order to improve the exploitation patterns and conservation of

specificstocksaswell asof habitats and deep-seaecosystemsò

ü FRAs can therefore be consideredasan exampleof OECM



THE ADRIATIC (STATUS QUO) 

The Adriatic Seais a semi-closedbasinextendingfrom thenortherncontinentalshelf

with an averagedepthof 35m for the southernAdriatic Pit (about1300m depth)and

connectedto theIonianSeathroughtheOtrantoStrait.

ü plays an important role also for the large-scale dynamics of the Eastern

Mediterranean,facilitating the formationof thedensewater,which is thedominant

componentof theEasternMediterraneandeepwater.

There is a low coverageof MPAs (about 5%) and an inadequaterepresentativity

of the MPAs, mostly due to the low coveragein the Middle and South Adriatic

sub-regions, whereas the North Adriatic has a MPA coverageof approximately

10%.

Thereis a decreasingtrendin protectioninitiatives, from the shelf to offshorewaters,

indicating that the efforts of all the countriesare towards shallow waters. MPAs

coverageis:

ü higherin theinfralittoral zone(about13%),

ü low protectionhasbeenrecordedin thecircalittoral(about6 %)

ü noprotectionatall for themarinespacein thebathyalzone(0.01%).



REVIEW OF LEGAL BASES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MPAS 

AND OECMS IN INDIVIDUAL AI STATES, OVERVIEW OF 

EXISTING MPAS IN EUSAIR

STATE NATURE CONSERVATION

(SOME RELEVANT

LEGISLATION - LIST NOT

EXHAUSTIVE)

FISHERIES (SOME

RELEVANT

LEGISLATION - LIST NOT

EXHAUSTIVE)

MSP (SOME RELEVANT 

LEGISLATION - LIST NOT 

EXHAUSTIVE)

ALBANIA The ProtectedAreas Act No. 81 of

2017

Decisionof the Council of Ministers

(DCM) No. 701 of 12.10.2016 ñon

the Approval of the National Fishery

Strategy2016-2021;

- Law onFisheriesNo. 64/2012;

- RegulationNo. 1 of 7.3.2014of the

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural

Development and Water

Administration ñon the

Implementationof Law No. 64 of

31.5.2012On Fisheries;

- DCM No. 402 of 8.5.2013

ñconcerningManagementMeasures

for the SustainableExploitation of

MarineFisheryResourcesò.

Albania is a StateParty to the ICZM

Protocolto the BarcelonaConvention

since2010.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA The Nature Protection Act of 2013

(Federation of Bosnia and

Herzegovina)

Law on Fisheries of the

Hercegovaļko- Neretvanskaģupanija-

canton(2014)

Bosnia and Herzegovina has not

ratified the ICZM Protocol and has

not adopted yet specific legislation

relatedto MSP,neitherat thenational,

federal or cantonal level. See,

however,in thatregard

CROATIA The NatureProtectionAct of 24 June

2013

Law onmarinefisheries. (2017) PhysicalPlanningAct (2013)

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne151757.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne151757.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cro169841.pdf


REVIEW OF LEGAL BASES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MPAS 

AND OECMS 

GREECE The Law for the Management

Agencies of Protected Areas in

Greece (No. 4519 of 8 February

2018)

- Legislative Decree No. 420

introducing the Fisheries Code.

(1970);

-Law No. 1740 on the development

and protection of coral formations,

aquaculture and fish breeding areas

(1987)

Law No. 4546 transposing into

Greek legislation the EU Directive

2014/89 establishing a framework

for maritime spatial planning and

other provisions. (2018)

ITALY - The FrameworkLaw on Protected

Areas (No. 394 of 6 December

1991);

-National Biodiversity Strategy

2030.

LegislativeDecreeNo. 4 rearranging

the national legislation on fisheries

andaquaculture

LegislativeDecree17 October2016,

n. 201. Implementationof Directive

2014/89 / EU establishing a

framework for maritime spatial

planning.

MONTENEGRO -TheNatureProtectionAct of 2016,

-Decisionon declaringthe protected

area of the naturepark "Platamuni

(2021);

- Decision declaring the protected

area of Nature Park "Stari Ulcinj"

(2021)

-Law on marine fisheries and

mariculture.(2009);

- Law amendingthe Law on marine

fisheriesandmariculture. (2015);

-

Law on spatial planning and

constructionof facilities (201/)

SLOVENIA The Nature Conservation Act of

1999

MarineFisheriesAct (2006) SpatialPlanningAct (2017);

Decree on Maritime Spatial Plan

Slovenia

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gre23636.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gre192752.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ita212118.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne123048.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mne151757.pdf


MSP OF SLOVENIA, PROPOSED MSP OF ITALY AND ĠIBENIK ïKNIN 

COUNTY COASTAL PLAN







ITALIAN CASE OF  INTRODUCED IN THE NEW POM UNDER 

MARINE STRATEGY FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

Memberstateshaverarely establishedspatial measuresunder

art . 13 (4) of MSFD, so far, some new measureshas been

proposedby Italy:

üThe ban of industrial fishing within 3 NM of the coastor at

depthslessthan50m

ü In supportof the implementationof environmentaltarget 6.3

the mapping of biogenic seabedof conservationinterest in

watersis implementedand solutionsto reducethe impactsof

anchoringonprotectedhabitatsare implemented.

üMoratorium on recreationalfishing of specimensof speciesof

high conservationvaluesuchasgroupersandcorvinaby non-

professionalrecreationalandunderwaterfisheries.



ITALIAN INITIATIVE (DEEP SEA NATURA - MARINE ECOSYSTEM 

RESTORATION PROJECT)

Thanks to an investment of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan 

project, the creation of an impressive network of deep-sea Natura 2000 

sites is planned for the protection of the habitat 1170 "rocky reef". 

ü The aim of this initiative is to protect the majority of the more than 80 

seamounts in Italian waters, with the enforcement of the prohibition of 

all forms of harvesting and with the goal of strengthening the Natura 

2000 network and contributing significantly to the achievement of the 

10% strictly protected marine area target.

ü In addition, the project includes actions to preserve and restore the 

integrity of benthic habitats that are biodiversity hot spots such as 

Posidonia oceanicameadows, as well as other carbon-rich ecosystems.



CURRENT EXTENT OF NATURA 2000 NETWORK & POSSIBLE 

EXTENSIONS 



Overview: Natura 2000gaps: relevant Habitats Directive features (species of annex II 

/habitat types of annex I of the Directive) in the Mediterranean regionconcluded at the

biogeographicalseminarin 2016.

Number of habitat types in 

need for further 

research/additional 

proposals of SCIs (SR/IN 

MOD/IN MAJ) Habitat type Comments

Croatia 2 *Posidonia beds (Posidonion oceanicae) SR

Reefs SUF/SR

Italy

4

Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea 

water all the time IN MOD/MIN

Reefs IN MOD

Submarine structures made by leaking gasesIN MAJ/IN MIN

Submerged or partially submerged sea caves IN MOD

Greece
3

*Posidonia beds (Posidonionoceanicae) IN MOD/CD

Reefs IN MOD

Submarine structures made by leaking gases IN MAJ

Slovenia 0



Number of species in 

need for further 

research/additional 

proposals of SCIs (SR/IN 

MOD/IN MAJ) Species Comments

Croatia 2
Caretta caretta* SR

Tursiops truncatus SUF/SR

Italy

5

Petromyzon marinus SR/CD

Lampetra fluviatilis SR

Caretta caretta* IN MOD/SR

Tursiops truncatus IN MOD/SR

Monachus monachus IN MOD/CD

Greece 5

Caretta caretta* IN MOD

Chelonia mydas* IN MAJ

Tursiops truncatus IN MOD

Phocoena phocoena SR

Monachus monachus IN MOD

Slovenia 2 Caretta caretta* SR

Tursiops truncatus IN MAJ



SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN PROTEC TED AREAS FOR  CARETTA CARRETA  AND 

TURSIOPS TRUNCATES ARE NEEDED (THE CASE STUDY -2018)





INTERNATIONAL BIRD LIFE ASSOCIATION IN IDENTIFYING NEW IBA AREAS 

THAT SIGNIFICANTLY ENLARGE THE PROSPECTIVE NATURA 2000 .



NEW IBA AREAS ïTHE EXTENT 

Country Name IBA km2

Italy Middle Adriatic 6448,15

Northern Adriatic IT 216,86

Gargano Promontory and CapitanataWetlands 2371,84

9036,85

Croatia Northern Adriatic CRO 251,31

Korļulanski kanal 951,06

Hvarski kanal 261,06

Lastovski kanal 790,8

Lastovskootoļje 347,42

Puļinski otoci 246,49

2848,14

Albania Karavasta Lagoon 191,26

Narta Lagoon 196,29

Vlora Bay, Karaburun Peninsula and Cika mountain 657,34

1044,89

Total: 12929,88km2



EXISTING MPAs AND AREAS OF POTENTIAL DESIGNATIOM IN INDIVIDUAL 

EUSAIR MEMEBR STATES



ESTABLISHING MARINE PROTECTED AREAS, INCLUDING 

TRANSBOUNDARY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 

BARCELONA CONVENTION AND ITS PROTOCOLS

Establishinga transboundarySPAMIsor onebiggerSPAMI in theNorthernandCentral

Adriatic (including the Jabuka/PomoPit area)basedupona joint proposalby Croatia,

Italy andSlovenia;

ü Thescientific basisfor suchproposalsmaybefound,amongother,in thedecisions

of theConferenceof thePartiesto theCBD, which in 2014identified the Northern,

Central (including Jabuka/Pomopit) and SouthernAdriatic, including the Strait

of Otranto areaand nearbyIonian Sea,asEcologicallyor Biologically Significant

Marine Areas (EBSAs), and also in the report presentedin 2010 to the

extraordinarymeetingof the focal points for the AreasProtocol to the Barcelona

Convention, which listed the Northern and Central Adriatic as ñpriority

conservationareasòand, togetherwith Santa Maria di Leuca and Northeastern

Ionian, aspotentialSPAMIs.

ü Following the eventualratification of the Areasprotocolby Greece,a similar move

couldbeenvisagedin theSouthernAdriatic (Channelof Otrantoarea)andtheIonian

Sea.











ProposedCCHs in the Adriatic and Ioninan Seas

(ACCOBAMS)

The Waters along east coast of the Cres-

Loġinjarchipelago(Croatia)

Area of special importance

for the bottlenosedolphin

The Sazani Island ï Karaburuni

Peninsula

(Albania)

Area of special importance

for the commondolphin and

othercetaceans

Eastern Ionian Sea and the Gulf of

Corinth

(Greece)

Area of special importance

for the commondolphin and

othercetaceans

SouthwestCrete and the Hellenic Trench

(Greece)

Area of special importance

for thespermwhale





Since 2005, GFCM has prohibited the use of towed dredges and trawl nets at depths 
beyond 1000 m in the Mediterranean and Black Seas (inc. Adriatic & Ionian )



The FRA Jabuka/Pomo Pit and its zoning (A, B, C). 

Source: Recommendation GFCM/41/2017/3. 



FRA proposal: Deep water essential fish habitats and sensitive habitats in the South 

Adriatic. Source: Proposal transmitted to the GFCM in March 2018. 



PRESENTATION OF THE EXISTING AND POTENTIAL TRANSBOUNDERY MARINE 

AREAS IN EUSAIR REGION 



DENSITY OF EXISTING AND POTENTIAL AREAS FOR MARINE 

BIODIVERSITY PROTECTION IN THE PLAN



Existing marine protection and possible extensions within the region that would 

meet the strategy objectives



PROJECTMPA EUROPE, JANUARY 23 - APRIL 26 (mpa-europe.eu) - mapoptimal

locationsfor marineprotectedareas(MPA) in Europeanseason thebasisof a wholistic

approach


