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• surface waters: 477 km2 (1,88 % of 
the territory) 

• RNM about: 35 rivers, 53 natural and 
artificial lakes and 1.100 larger 
sources of water

• sufficient water resources but their 
distribution is quite unequal 

• landlocked country

• All 4 river basins in the country are 
international, shared with 
neighbouring countries

• Population, persons:2,082,958

• Area, sq km:25,220 

• GDP per capita, US$:6,084

• precipitation around 619 mm/y

• precipitation volume around 

15.9 billion cubic meters/y

• volume of surface water 

produced around 5.4 billion 

cubic meters.

• internal renewable water 

resources per capita was 2,592 

cubic meters.

• surface water entering the 

country  at around 1 billion cubic 

meters per year

• surface water leaving the 

country around 6.4 billion cubic 

meters per year

General figures
related water management



LEGISLATION

EU

- the EU Water Framework Directive is the most important + establishes a 

framework for Community action for water protection and management + sets 

out the guidelines for water policy in Europe

- specific directives that deal with water use, surface water management and 

water protection

REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA

- main legislative: Law on waters, Law on Environment, Law on Nature 

Protection

- the most important part of legislation in the field of water management is 

already established, additional subsidiary legislation is to be drafted

legislation (which is already or will be transposed) must fulfill the obligations 

from EU and its legislation in the field of water management

Water management and water policy are regulated in European and 
Macedonian legislation

WATER QUALITY

2000/60 /EC  
Water Framework

92%

91/271/EEC  
UWWT

100%

98/83/EC  
Drinking Water

100%

91/676/EEC 
Nitrates

59%

2006/7/EC 
Bathing Water

22%

80/68/EC  Groundwater 50%

2006/118/EC  
Groundwater

20%

2008/105/EC
Water Quality Standards

63%

2007/60/EC  
Floods

14%

2006/44/EC
Fish Water

44%



Institutional set up

National Council for Inspection 

AoRMK

GoRMK

MoE MoTC MoAFWE MoEPP MoH MoES

AHMS IPH

CCM

SSHI

HBI

SEISIASCI

Local level - municipalities

River Basin Councils (3)

DPRSIRM

National Council for Waters



PLANNING

The three basic 

documents for water 

management planning 

and development in 

the Republic of N. 

Macedonia are:

 National Water 

Strategy,

 Water Master plan 

and

 River Basin 

Management Plans

The country is divided hydrographically into four river basins:
- Vardar
- Strumica
- Crni Drim and a small part of the 
- South Morava river basin. 

-Black Sea basin - (44 km2 or 0.17 %) ; 
- Adriatic Sea basin (3359 km2 or 13.07 %)
-Aegean Sea basin (22310 km2 or  86.76%)



RBMPs



RBMPs
WHY A RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT PLAN ?

• To describe the water resources and water
uses, the protected zones in the RIVER
BASIN DISTRICT

• To analyse to which level the water resources
and ecosystems are endangered or well
preserved (main issues presented to public)

• To design the system of monitoring to assess
the progress regarding water ecosystem
recovery or the balance between resources
and water abstraction

• To agree on a « contract » setting how to
achieve « good status » of each water
ecosystem or protect the well preserved
resources : environmental objectives
achieved at which deadline ? (feasibility/
costs/economic analyses)

• To agree upon measures to be taken to
achieve objectives consultation of

stakeholders

CONTENT:

• Chapter 1 - A general description of the characteristics of the 
river basin district

• Chapter 2 - A summary of significant pressures and impact of 
human activity on the status of surface water and 
groundwater

• Chapter 3 - Identification and mapping of protected areas  

• Chapter 4 - Map of the monitoring networks established  

• Chapter 5 - A list of environmental objectives

• Chapter 6 - A summary of the economic analysis of water 
use  

• Chapter 7 - A summary of the programme or Programs of 
measures 

• Chapter 8- A register of any more detailed Program mes and 
management plans for the river basin district dealing with 
particular sub-basins, sectors, issues or water types, 
together with a summary of their contents  

• Chapter 9 - A summary of the public information and 
consultation measures taken, their results and the changes 
to the plan made as a consequence  

• Chapter 10 - A list of competent authorities  

• Chapter 11 - The contact points and procedures for obtaining 
the background documentation and information.



RBMPs
A general description of the characteristics of the river basin district

The System was applied to delineate 
Water Body catchments in the North Macedonian ,  around 250 WBs in 12 type



RBMPs
A summary of significant pressures and impact of human activity on the status of surface water 

and groundwater



RBMPs
A list of environmental objectives

The Strumica RBMP establishes core 
environmental objectives to be achieved 
generally by 2027:

• 1)Restore good status of surface and 
ground water bodies

• 2)Prevent deterioration of water bodies 
already having good or high status

• 3)Reduce chemical pollution
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RBMPs
PoMs

Proposed programme is divided in the following 
groups of measures:

• a.Policy, regulatory and knowledge base 
increase measures

• b.Improving water supply system

• c.Control of urban wastewater discharges

• d.Control of agricultural sources of pollution 

• e.Control of water withdrawals 

• f.Other measures



RBMPs
PoMs



-IPA water study
-IPA for PE 
building 
capacity

-IPA Tariff 
system

-IPA component 
III 2010-2011

-SECO
- WWTPs
-IPA 2,3
-National 

Program for 
implementation 

-IPA TAIB 09
-IPA TAIB 12 
-IPA Tariff system
- IPA Water study
-SECO RBMP Bregalnica
-GEF RBMP Drin, GIZ projects
-SDC/UNDP Prespa implementation
-IPA2

-implementation of 

RBMPs
-IPA water study

-IPA for PE building 
capacity

-IPA TAIB 09
-IPA TAIB 12

-SECO RBNP Bregalnica
-implementation of National Program 
for agriculture and rural developmen

-IPA2 

-IPA TAIB 09

-IPA TAIB 12
-SECO RBMP Bregalnica 

-SDC/UNDP Prespa 
implementation

-IPA 2
-IPA project for emission 

Dir. 
-Implementation of RBMPs

-IPA 22021

investments 

needs DWD 

UWWT



Challenge

• to transpose the requirements of the Marine 
Strategy into national regulation

• in RBMP to determine comprehensive 
measures that will ensure the implementation 
of the Marine Strategy 

• to incorporate climate proof measures in 
RBMPs

• active involvmnet in EUSAIR process.



Thank You


