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EU external dimension:
cooperation in Western Balkans
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The Western Balkans are an integral part of Europe
and a geostrategic priority for the European Union.

This was re-affirmed in March 2020, when Member

Ates enao o the new methoaolo
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The various services inside the EU are closely

cooperating to the macro-regional development for the
Western Balkan - i.e. the DG Research & Innovation,
DG NEAR and the Joint Research Centre, especially in



https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/organisation/dg-near-dg-neighbourhood-enlargement-negotiations_en
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/organisation/jrc-joint-research-centre_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/instrument-pre-accession-ipa-iii
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Within the next weeks, the European Commission will
present an Economic Investment Plan for the Western

Balkans. The Plan will be implemented mostly in the
context of Horizon Europe.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme_en
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The Agenda builds on the lessons learnt from the
Horizon 2020 performance Reviews, Policy support
provided, the ERA progress monitoring, the ET2020
indicators.



https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/interim-evaluation-horizon-2020_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/era-progress-report-2018_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52012XG0308(01)
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In line with the EU priorities to be set in the upcoming
Economic and Investment Plan for the Western
Balkans, this Agenda aims to contribute to:

1. Stimulating a sustainable economy (post COVID-
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4. Nature knowledge-based societies;
5. Enhancing the quality of education and training;
6. Boosting human capital development;
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This Agenda will require the full support from the EU

Member States and Western Balkan partners, in
particular via the Western Balkans Steering Platform,

creating opportunities to contribute to its design and



https://wbc-rti.info/theme/16%23:~:text=The%20Steering%20Platform%20on%20Research,for%20RTD%20and%20the%20European
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/gabriel_en
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This Agenda is structured along three axes: 1 - Political,
2 - Regional, 3 - Thematic.

The aim of the Agenda is to contribute to the closer



https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/shaping-europe-digital-future_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people_en
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What has been done in environmental cooperation

The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Region
(EUSAIR) is @ macro-regional strategy adopted by the
European Commission and endorsed by the European

) 11
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The Strategy was jointly developed by the Commission
and the Adriatic-lonian Region countries and
stakeholders, which agreed to work together on the
areas of common interest for the benefit of each
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AdriaPAN members 2020

and « Olher Interested Protecled Areas
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Two topics are identified as pivotal in relation to
environmental quality:

1 - The marine environment,

2 - Transnational terrestrial habitats and biodiversity.
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The event held a guided discussion about European

Group for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) as effective
tool for Cross-border Marine Spatial Planning.

It was concluded that is important:
« to share multilevel governance on
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Since 1990, MedPAN is the Network of Managers of
Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean.




HiIlCIrcy -
ADRION ADRIATIC-IONIAN

Qtrate Aar thi

Eurapean Regional Developrrant Fund - instrurmaent for Pre-Accessson Il Fund

EUSAIR FACILITY P#{NT Slovenian Presidency 20-21

Surface of the
B s Total number of MPAS Sites designated Surface covered by Number of marine of the 0 to 50m depth
and OECMs, They nationally, They no-go, no-take Natura 2000 sites zone is covered by
cover 7.14% of the cover 1,6% of the t no- fishing zones (2.37%) MPAs and OECMs
Mediterranean Sea Mediterranean Sea (76 sites have at least
one such xone)

LEGEND

At least
are being considered to
become MPAs or OECMs
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Its “MPA NETWORKS" project has a budget of around
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2.7 million euros and is co-financed by the European
Regional Development Fund in the framework of
Interreg Med programme of the European Union.



https://mpa-networks.interreg-med.eu/
https://interreg-med.eu/
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AdrionPAN

The future development of AdriaPAN will be the

operational network for Adriatic and lonian Marine &
Coastal PAs, for:

« Mapping PA's capabilities for an =» overall better

destinations and the n. v rk's PAs. )
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For further information:

Statement by President von der Leyen at the joint press conference with
President Michel and Andrej Plenkovi¢, Prime Minister of Croatia, following the
EU-Western Balkans Zagreb Summit

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_20_825

A European Green Deal:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en




