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Agenda Item 7  - UPDATING AND IMPLEMENTING PROJECTS AND MEASURES FOR THE CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES
A. Premise


1. Contents of the present document reflect to a very large extent the contents of a similar document discussed during the 10th TSG2 Meeting with some updating. 

It is recalled that a document entitled “Updating the Open List of projects and measures for the cross-cutting issues and eventual EUSAIR-labelling by the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks” was presented and discussed during the 9th Meeting of the TSG2 which was held in Belgrade on 11-15 November 2018.

Sub-Group Members noted that the five cross-cutting projects or measures which are described in the document would bear a great potential interest for the EUSAIR as a whole. However, their development and implementation would demand resources and effort which appear at present beyond the capabilities of the Sub-Group. Neither it was possible to develop full-fledged cross-pillar (or inter-pillar) projects ideas to be supported according to the procedure foreseen by the EUSAIR Facility Point Plus Project.


2. In Belgrade it was also noted that during the year 2018 the Adriatic-Ionian Network of Universities, Regions, Chambers of Commerce and Cities – Initiative (the AI-NUREEC Initiative) has been created. This initiative is aimed at bringing together “key organisations from the Adriatic and Ionian Sea Region to support the achievement of the EUSAIR political objectives and foster the implementation of its Action Plan. The AI-NUREEC Initiative is independent upon EUSAIR, though it is assumed that events and activities promoted under the AI-NURECC Initiative would reinforce and assist EUSAIR and its outreach.


3. It can also be recalled that the AI-NURECC Initiative is coordinated by the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR) with the support of four partners from the Adriatic-Ionian Region, notably: Adriatic-Ionian Euroregion (AIE), Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cities (FAIC), Forum of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce, Forum of Universities of the Adriatic and Ionian Basin (Uni Adrion).


The AI-NURECC Initiative has a Steering Committee              where the Coordinator is Ms Eleni Marianou, the Secretary General of CPMR.


In principle, at least two amongst the five projects and measures concerning cross-cutting issues as proposed by the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks might find implementation within a broad co-operation between the Sub-Group (or the TSG2) and the AI-NURECC Initiative. Preliminary contacts made by the Sub-Group Coordinators have been positive, though a number of issues remain in need of clarification before establishing same scheme for doing joint work.


A short description is in the following.

B. Human capital up-grading and technical training for energy system engineering and economics


4. According the TSG2 Sub-Group Energy Network this cross-cutting project idea would be characteriZed as follows:


a) General objective: formation and improvement of human capital in the areas of energy system engineering (notably energy networks) and economics through an ERASMUS – like programme for the Macro-Region;


b) Status: project concept, to be eventually shared with the Forum of Universities of the Adriatic and Ionian Basin (Uni Adrion);


c) Targeted area: the entire Macro-Region, though some single EU-Member States can already take advantage from existing ERASMUS;


d) Revelance to other EUSAIR Pillars: all of them;


e) Possible enablers: ERASMUS programme, European Institute of Public Administration, EU Florence School of Regulation, Polytechnic Institute of Milano (Italy), others;


f) Possible financing: EU funds.


5. As for the AI-NURECC Initiative two relevant events have been organised under the AI-NURECC Skills Development and Training Action. In particular, this Action aims to:


a) Increase capacities and knowledge in territorial development project design to reduce the existing gap between the EUSAIR objectives and opportunities available through EU, national, and regional funding programmes

b) Promote multilateral networking activities among universities regional and local authorities and enterprises.


The two events were:


a) Seminar on EU Policies and EU Territorial Cooperation Opportunities: Connectivity, Energy Transition and Networks, Belgrade, 17 December 2018;


b) Training Workshop on Europroject Design Training Action to Promote Access to EU Programmes/Funds, Belgrade, 18 December 2018.


The TSG2 Sub-Group Coordinators were invited to participate though they could not attend because of other concurrent engagements. It has been decided informally to develop some joint effort as a follow-up to the AI-NURECC Action.


It is seen indeed that Uni Adrion in collaboration with the Adriatic Ionian Initiative, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia is organising a University Intercooperation Event in Belgrade on 20-21 November 2019.

C. SMEs and (Eergy) Technology Innovation Network towards the 4.0 Enterprise


6. According to the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks this cross-cutting project idea would be characterised as follows


a) General objective: promoting SMEs partnership, B2B agreements, public-private investment, collaboration on technology innovation with a view to digitalisation and the 4.0 (fourth industrial revolution) enterprise, stakeholders involvements (in particular in the area of energy networks and clean energy technologies);


b) Project status: project concept, partly discussed in the TSG2 Transport Sub-Group as well. Project to be eventually shared with the Forum of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce;


c) Targeted area. The entire Macro-Region;


d) Relevance to other EUSAIR Pillars: to be discussed;


e) Possible enablers: existing Small-Medium Size Enterprise net-works, energy industry associations;


f) Possible financing: private and public funds.


7. As for the AI-NURECC Initiative quite a few events and activities have been organised by the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce with regard to enterprises of the Region and partnership.


The 1st Joint Conference of the Forum of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce, Cities and Universities on the theme “Roots and Paths: Past, Present and Future for the Adriatic Ionian Region” has been held in Split, Croatia on 16-18 October 2018.


More recently, the 11th Congress on Women’s Entrepreneurship of Adriatic and Ionian Area has been held in Arta, Greece on 16-28 October 2019.


It is assumed that some joint effort involving the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks (and the TSG2) might provide future events by the AI-NURECC Initiative with more focus on energy networks (and transport), small-medium size enterprises and 4.0 industry.

D. Suggested course of action


8. The TSG2 Energy Networks Sub-Group are invited to:


a) Consider and discuss the present document;


b) Provide their ideas on the relations between the Sub-Group (and TSG2) and the AI-NURECC Initiative;


c) Suggest to the Sub-Group Coordinators how to act with a view at next steps concerning the cross-cutting issues.
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