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Agenda Item 8 - FIRST IDEAS FOR THE 5TH EUSAIR ANNUAL FORUM
A. Premise

1. During the EUSAIR Governing Board Meeting held in Belgrade on 22-23 October 2019 Board Members acknowledged the Programme and Indicative Calendar that were presented by the Republic of Serbia as the current EUSAIR Chairmanship.


In particular, preliminary information was given with regard to the next 5th EUSAIR Annual Forum which would be organised in Belgrade during the second week of May 2020, say during a couple of days between 11 and 15 May 2020.

2. As for the general theme of the Annual Forum, some preliminary ideas were put forward by the EUSAIR Chairmanship, Adriatic-Ionian Initiative Presidency and Governing Board Members. No attempt was made to reach consensus. It appeared that a leading subject might be (technology) innovation and how EUSAIR can act on it. Environmental issues were also mentioned. The TSGs were asked to provide their inputs during their forthcoming round of meeting.

B. Role for the TSG2 and Sub-Group on Energy Networks


3. According to past practice it might be assumed that some special Session could be organized during the 5th EUSAIR Annual Forum under the responsibility of the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks. Such a Session might happen in parallel with other special Sessions and entail key-note speaker, speakers and debate with questions from the audience and answers. A chair should be also identified and selected.

4. All these aspects should be decided as soon as the preliminary programme of the EUSAIR Annual Forum will be published. It is assumed this would happen before or during the next 11th EUSAIR Governing Board Meeting which would be held in Brussels on February 2020. To the purpose, ideas provided to the Chairmanship by the EUSAIR TSGs are of importance.


Practical aspects on how to organise the special Session under the responsibility of the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks could also be discussed during the 12th Meeting of the EUSAIR TSG2 to be convened during Spring 2020.

C. Some first ideas


5. Should the general theme of the 5th EUSAIR Annual Forum be innovation or something alike the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks may wish to focus on digitalisation and energy. In this respect a general theme which can be suggested for the 5th EUSAIR Annual Forum might include the words Technology Innovation and Digitalisation (An Opportunity for the EUSAIR). 

6. Digital technologies are already widely adopted in the energy end-use sectors, with the widespread deployment of potentially transformative technologies on the horizon, such as autonomous cars, intelligent home systems and machine learning. While these technologies could improve efficiency, some could also induce rebound effects that increase overall energy use.


Conversely, as for energy supply, industry has long adopted digital technologies, notably in upstream, and significant potential remains for digitalisation to further enhance operations. In the power sector, improved power plant and network efficiency would reduce maintenance costs, reduce unplanned outages and downtime, and extend the operational lifetime of assets.


7. The greatest transformational potential for digitalisation is the ability to break down boundaries between energy sectors, increasing the flexibility and enabling integration across entire systems. The electricity is at the heart of this transformation where digitalisation is blurring the distinction between generation and consumption and enabling interrelated opportunities. A few of them are smart demand response, integration of variable renewable power units, electric vehicles, development of distributed energy sources.


While digitalisation can bring many positive benefits, it can also make energy systems more vulnerable to cyber-attacks. Privacy and data ownership could also become major concerns for consumers, especially as more detailed data are collected from a growing number of connected devices and appliances.

D.  Suggested course of action


The Members of the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks are asked to express their views regarding the general theme for the 5th EUSAIR Annual Forum and the possible theme for the special Session which would be organised under  the responsibility of the Sub-Group.


Members of the Sub-Group on Energy Networks may wish to consider energy and digitalisation as a possible theme or suggest other themes as well with due consideration for the EUSAIR Action Plan and prospects for enhanced energy cooperation through the Macroregion.

Eventually the TSG2 Coordinators will report to the EUSAIR Chairmanship the results of the discussion within the TSG2 Sub-Group and the entire TSG2. 

The Coordinators of the

EUSAIR TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy Networks
2

