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10th meeting of the Thematic Steering Group for

Pillar 3 – Environmental Quality

under the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR)

13th-14th March 2019

MINUTES

Venue: 
DoubleTree by Hilton Zagreb, Ulica grada Vukovara 269a, Zagreb, Croatia.
Chairs: 
Pillar 3 Coordinators: Mitja Bricelj (Slovenia) and Senad Oprašić (BiH). 

Participants:
The members of the EUSAIR Thematic Steering Group 3 (TSG 3), representatives of EUSAIR Facility Point Lead Partner (GODC) and Project partners Municipality of Izola (Sl), representative of external expert for Monitoring and evaluation from Slovenia (Annex 1).

The meeting began with the greetings from Croatian National coordinator as hosting country. Seven countries (SI, IT, ME, GR, SR, HR, BiH) out of the eight were represented at the meeting. The Chairs verified that the quorum was reached and that decisions could therefore be taken provided there was consensus among all the countries represented.

Item 1: The Agenda was presented by the Co-Chair Senad Oprašić. After agreement on including information from Croatia under AOB the revised Agenda was adopted.  
Conclusions under Item 1:

C.1. TSG 3 agreed by consensus to adopt the Agenda with the amendments proposed. 

Item 2: The minutes of the 9th TSG3 meeting (Budva, November 2018) were subject to revision. Since there were no additional comments or amendments the minutes were adopted.

Conclusions under Item 2:

C.2. TSG-3 agreed by consensus to adopt the minutes of 9th meeting of TSG 3 in Budva.

Item 3: Co-chair Mitja Bricelj presented the outcomes of the OECD meeting held on 20th February in Brussels before the Technical Pillar Coordinators meeting (PC meeting). At the OECD meeting was stressed the importance of governance of Adriatic-Ionian strategy: main topic was to enhance governance in the countries in MRS strategies processes. At the PC meeting Mitja Bricelj reported about the work done within TSG 3: agreed priorities for Catania declaration as listed in the discussion paper, conclusions from the 9th TSG 3 meeting from Budva (ME) and presented the TSG 3 Annual report 2018. After the presentation the co-coordinator of Pillar 2 Mr. Garribba acknowledged that is time to react about the issue of oil spin pollution which is growing; he expresses interest to starting the work on the issue in a more intensive way. A proposal for possible inter-pillar project will be sent from TSG 2. 
Item 4:  A recap of the Governing Board, 20th– 21st February, Brussels, Belgium was presented by Ines Grenc (FP LP), representative of EUSAIR Facility Point LP (Annex 2). Main points were: Governing Board members agreed to implement the Discussion paper (from now on Position Paper) on implementation of Paragraph 6 of Catania Declaration in accordance with its new version (small changes, which mainly related to timing, were done), which was circulated after the GB meeting. TSGs members will propose their macro-regional priorities by the 15 April 2019, in the template that was prepared, circulated and presented by the FP LP (together with the new version of Position paper and Roadmap). FP PP Izola will fill in the template and send it to TSG 3 members in written procedure for comments and final approval.

4th EUSAIR Forum will be organized together with the 2nd Forum of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce, Cities and Universities on 6-8 May 2019 in Budva (Hotel Splendid). Also were presented information about submitted inter-pillar projects, 2nd ADRION call for Axes 1 and 3 to be launched in May 2019, 2nd call for proposals - priority axis 2 devoted to natural and cultural heritage: Outcomes of the quality assessment planned to be submitted for approval on occasion of the 12th ADRION MC meeting in July 2019, use of EUSAIR logo. 
Item 5: Recap of 6th EUSAIR FP MEETING, 6th – 7th February, Tirana, Albania was presented by Ines Grenc (FP LP) (Annex 2). The meeting was focused on the implementation of activities within WP Stakeholder platform (which is now operational – the guidance will be sent in due time) and WP Monitoring and evaluation. 
Conclusion under Item 5:
C.3. TSG 3 members will revise and/or approve the template for priorities according to Discussion Paper of Catania declaration by the end of March 2019 (31.3.2019) by written procedure.
Item 6: The amended TSG 3 Annual report 2018 was presented by FP PP Izola. Since no further amendments were proposed the report was confirmed by the TSG 3 members.
Conclusion under Item 6:

C.4. TSG 3 approved by consensus the TSG 3 Annual report 2018. 

Item 7: Jovana Zarić (MNE) presented the proposal for theme of TSG 3 Panel session for the 4th EUSAIR Forum sent by MNE (e-mail 17.12.2018): MSP as a cross-cutting theme of the TSGs of the EUSAIR. The theme was presented as very important for TSG 3 for the cooperation of the region and especially cooperation under implementation of Barcelona convention and also was stressed the importance to have relevant speakers that represent all ongoing projects/activities including protected areas, ICZM managed by the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism of ME; also was proposed that Ivana Stojanović as TSG 3 member presents national report on national ICZM strategy, and also that the theme include connection with ongoing activities in ME with GAF Adrion project. Mitja Bricelj (SI) stressed that is important to take into account all countries need in order to assist them and furthermore he presented also the proposal from Henriette Bastrup-Birk to include eco-connectivity within the theme. Within the discussion Dušan Ognjanovič (SR) warned that the theme is not applicable in Serbia. On the other hand, Olga Sedioli proposed that if needed from ADRION PORTODIMARE project can be provided anything for the Forum, like Poster session of the project in the venue, etc. and also commented that the dialogue on MSP as an inter-Pillar topic should be further enhanced starting from the results of the PORTODIMARE International Conference (Nov 2018). After the discussion Iztok Škerlič (FP PP Izola) proposed to agree on the theme and afterwards decide about the speakers and detailed programme.  

Conclusion under Item 7:

C.5. TSG 3 agreed with consensus the title “Marine spatial planning as cross-cutting theme of the TSGs of the EUSAIR” for the TSG 3 Panel session for the 4th EUSAIR Forum in Budva. TSG 3 members will have additional time to send proposal of sub-topics and speakers for the panel until 20th March 2019.
Item 8: The Monitoring and evaluation process was presented by Miha Jazbinšek and Anuška Štoka (MK Projekt, SI) and Iztok Škerlič (FP PP Izola) (Annex 3). Within the presentation were presented activities important for the implementation of the monitoring and evaluation process such as: Selection of information and objectives, Framework for the M&E of the EUSAIR and objectives, what have been done so far and the roadmap for next steps. Iztok Škerlič (FP PP Izola) stressed the importance of knowing the state of art of the data in non-EU countries, and also the need to set the data and indicators otherwise the repot cannot be done. Within the discussion Senad Oprašič (BiH) suggested that also SMART analyses/approach can be included instead of SWOT and also that when he receive data from BiH partners from their sea will send them to the FP PP Izola. Dušan Ognjanovič (SR) stated that the data in Serbia are in line with EUROSTAT and will send the information about that in due time.  
Regarding the discussion and proposal of conclusions to be taken, Nikolina Petković (HR), demands that the Agenda proposed for a TSG meeting is formulated in such a wording that clearly clarifies which documents/issues require a formal decision from the TSG, so that members can be prepared to give their vote. 
Conclusion under Item 8:

C.6. TSG 3 members take note of the document for monitoring and evaluation which will be sent in approval by written procedure. TSG3 agree upon the request of HR to have appropriate wording in the agendas for the next TSG meetings.
Item 9: within Item 9 Stakeholder Platform a video conference with FP PP Region Marche took place where they presented the Stakeholder platform with practical examples of functioning to all TSG 3 members.  

Conclusion under Item 9:

C.7. TSG 3 members take note of the functionality of the Stakeholder Platform presented by FP PP Region Marche, who also invited the TSG 3 members to work on it.
Item 11: FP PP Izola presented the state of the art of inter-pillar projects: inter-pillar project TSG 1/3 was submitted under Facility Point + on 22nd February 2019; for a possible inter-pillar project between TSG 3/2 a proposal/invitation for collaboration for a joint project is supposed to be sent by TSG 2, which did not arrive by the day of the meeting.

Conclusion under Item 11:

C.8. TSG 3 take note of the state of the art regarding the submission of inter-pillar project of TSG 1/3.
Item 12: The Road map and the state of the art of the TSG 3 mono-pillar projects was presented by Iztok Škerlič (FP PP Izola). The Logical Framework was presented as tool used with aim to be a source of open data to share through the region to develop the MRS projects. 

Iztok Škerlič (FP PP Izola) presented the possibility of financing the projects ideas. 

Open issues: 
1. macro-strategy doesn’t have the finances; 
2. the labelling process doesn’t work properly and was late in its implementation; 
3. the MAs of some Programmes don’t foresee additional points for labelled projects
. 
Possible foreseen scenarios could be identified within Financial dialogues
 which are:

1. EC provides enough funds for direct financing of these four projects; 

2. national financing can be used to cover some parts of the projects which are relative to a specific country - e.g. a corridor in Sl-HR can be chosen as thematic objective and included in OP which allows the financing of the specific part of the project;
3. Interreg Programme financing – all cross-border Programmes put the TSG 3 priorities/projects in their OP and allow the projects to be submitted and financed through Interreg project;
4. financing with involvement of private sector (e.g. possible infrastructure project in next period with private sector like Junker fund etc.).
Very important for financing sources of the projects are NCs, the Stakeholder Platform and the establishment of labelling process in a way that provide additional points to projects in order to support their financing through financial scenarios.
He also stressed that projects will be adapted to specifics of individual calls (e.g. LIFE projects will be adapted to the specific of LIFE call, etc.), which is the work of the external experts, who will prepare the project proposal. 
After the explained financial opportunities and state of the art of projects a discussion took place regarding projects details. Sandra Trošelj Stanišić HR stressed the importance of including labelling additional points in next programing period otherwise she doesn’t see any connection with the project ideas. Iztok stressed that in already published chapters of documentation for the next programing period is already included the obligation of inclusion of MRS in it, but is it up to different countries in which extent they will follow the obligation. During the discussion raised question of possible amendments of projects activities (3MPS – new activities, interested in capitalization of Netcet, Pinna Nobilis – shell need to be putting into the project from HR; PET HAB ECO – no enlargement of NATURA
, Serbia, etc.) and partnership, which is all possible to be done, so the projects serves EUSAIR country’s needs. For e.g. the mentioned project partners are only potential partners, so the partnerships are opened and will be chosen regarding the real situation and demands of open calls on which projects will be submitted. Also some proposals for project activities will be sent by BiH. 

TSG 3 Identified next steps under Item 11: 
C.9.Countries will send their comments, proposal, amendments, other needs within four weeks till 8. April 2019. 

C.10. Regarding the amendments of the partnership is constantly open and will be arranged regarding the concrete roles and needs within specific activities and calls for funding.
Item 12: Under Item AOB TSG 3 members were informed about: the application of Northern Macedonia in the EUSAIR Strategy, announcement of a macro-regional meeting on Biodiversity, about the event in November 2019: MRSs with INTERACT and DANUBE MRS to sustain collaboration of MR strategies, COHENET conference in Venice where will be present Mitja Bricelj (SI co-chair) on 26. March 2019, invitation of World Bank at meeting for Sava and Drina corridors in Brčko on 18.3.2019, about a joint conference TSG 3and 4 on end of September/beginning of October on tourism and ecology. Nada Mlinar and Senad Oprašić (BiH) proposed that the next TSG 3 meeting will be held in Sarajevo. Possible dates will be sent in due time. Ines Grenc (FP LP SI) solicited the TSG 3 member to identify two interesting projects to be included and presented within the Media project in Slovenia for bringing the MRS to wider viewers. One is PORTODIMARE and one is yet to be identified. 
� E.g. MA for fishery in Slovenia did give more points for labelled projects, but since SI doesn’t have on TSG 1 project, there is nothing to be labelled. 


� In Slovenia there were already three organised, in Croatia two and in Italy one financial dialogue


meeting was organised. No data available for other countries for now..
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