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ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT FOR YEAR 2022
Prepared by Pillar Coordinators, supported by the relevant EUSAIR Facility Point Project Partner, and approved by Written procedure
Draft, 23.11.2022
	Background:

As provided in the TSG Rules of Procedure (Point 8), every year, by end-February, Pillar Coordinators shall submit to the Governing Board an Annual Progress Report for the pillar concerned covering the preceding year (1st January-31st December).
The Annual Progress Report, jointly prepared by Pillar Coordinators, with the support of the relevant EUSAIR Facility Point Project Partner, is approved by the respective TSG prior to transmission to the Governing Board. 

The Governing Board will be called to take note of the aforementioned reports, and, on that basis, to establish an Annual Progress Report for the EUSAIR as a whole, to be presented to the EU-28 High Level Group on macro-regional strategies and to the EUSAIR political/ministerial level. 
General remarks: 
The following table of content and the template itself show the sections that should be completed (none of them should be left blank or deleted from the report). If necessary and justified, additional (sub) sections could be added.

The report shall not exceed a maximum number of 5 pages (Arial 12 or equivalent).
Additionally, please note the following: 

· The information should be well-structured within each of the sections and should be synthetic and to the point, addressing the content and not aiming for quantity. 
· Do not include information which could be found elsewhere, e.g. minutes of the meetings or list of TSG members. 

· The language should be direct and clear. Using acronyms, jargon or internal technicalities is not recommended. 

· Refer to factual information, and be as concrete as possible. Vague and general comments (e.g. "the situation is progressing favourably and quite rapidly") without justification should be avoided.  

· Any other important information (monitoring reports etc) should be added as annexes.


1. TSG PROCESS (GOVERNANCE)
The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR) and its Action Plan are key documents in order to implement sustainable development in the macro-region. In the Action Plan are defined four Pillars that address the core challenges and opportunities for the macro-region. 

Regarding the Governing Board (GB) documents/rules all pillars are co-chaired by EU and non-EU countries. According to this, Republic of Slovenia and Bosnia and Herzegovina are co-chairs of the Pillar 3 - Environmental Quality. Following the setting-up process of TSG3, all countries nominated their representatives in TSG3, and the Rules of Procedures of TSG3 was adopted in 2015, as well.  

TSG3 organized two meetings in 2022: 
16th meeting (23rd March 2022, On-line) and 17th meeting (23rd-24th November 2022, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina).  At 16th Meeting five out of ten countries were present (SI, BiH, GR, SM, IT). At the 17th Meeting in Sarajevo, seven member countries participated on-site (SI, BiH, GR, NMK, MNG, SRB, CRO) and Italy was present on-line. Both meetings were not attended by Albania. At both meetings were also present the representatives from DG REGIO, EUSAIR Facility Point Lead partner and project partner Municipality of Izola and other invited guests with the approval of TSG 3 members.

Within the Mediterranean Coast and EU MRS Week 2022 we organized one workshop: TSG3 and TSG1 workshop How to progress from TSG 3 Flagships towards EUSAIR macro-regional in the Multiannual Financial Framework period 2021-2027, on 22nd September 2022. EUSAIR Pillar Coordinators for TSG3 and TSG1, members with EUSAIR Facility Point, members from all TSGs, EUSAIR Facility Point representatives, Commission representative(s), representatives from the sectors/Ministries were present at the TSG 3 workshop that was held in Izola, Slovenia. 
1) TSG 3 meetings: 

At the TSG 3 meetings were discussed key issues, in order to ensure an efficient implementation of EUSAIR and its Action Plan.
· In March: main outcomes:
· A recap of the Technical PC meeting and Governing Board online march 2022, 
· A recap of communication activities of TSG3,  

· Analysis of legal basis for the Establishment and Further Development of Marine Protected Areas in EUSAIR with Particular Emphasis on Transboundary Marine Protected Areas, 
· Presentation and agreement on the theme of the Pillar session at 7th EUSAIR Forum: Biodiversity/Marine protected areas beyond national jurisdiction 

· Study on Innovation analysis focused on EUSAIR Environmental quality, 

· Agreement to develop Cross-Pillar project MSP/ICZM, using high quality Research to strengthen Dialogue and institutional Capacities for effective implementation of MSP/ICZM in support of inclusive and sustainable growth in the AIR
· 2 new project idea proposals presented and agreed on: S.H.A.R.K. - Towards the reduction of marine pollution, long-term in-situ conservation of threatened species and improving the marine environments in the Adriatic-Ionian region’’ and EMAAIR - Empowering MPAs across the Adriatic-Ionian region

· Presentation of the work done in the cooperation and synergies with other pillars, MRS and other inter-regional processes 
· In November: main outcomes:
· A recap of the Technical PC meeting and GB in Sarajevo, October 2022,
· A recap of Bosnia and Herzegovina EUSAIR presidency programe was presented, 

· Members intend to hold a Pillar session at 8th EUSAIR Forum in Sarajevo, BiH 2023 and will propose the possible themes and speakers for the session. To
 this regard, Italy proposed to include the presentation of the CAMP Otranto Project in the Pillar session and the idea was welcomed by TSG3 members.
· Presentation of the TSG3/TSG1 cross-pillar project MSP/ICZM, using high quality Research to strengthen Dialogue and institutional Capacities for effective implementation of MSP/ICZM in support of inclusive and sustainable growth in the AIR
· New project idea proposal was presented but not agreed upon: Security and Safety of Blue and Green Infrastructure as a key factor of sustainability of the blue and green Corridors regarding Climate change,

· Presentation of Activity plan for TSG3 for 2023 was agreed upon, 
· The ’Yearly condensed report on pillar/TSG 3 monitoring’’ in the framework of Facility Point was presented,
· Discussed the topics of the EUSAIR Action plan revision and agreed to hold a workshop organised in Spring to agree on the actions and further details of the revised Action Plan relevant to TSG3. 
· Discussed and agreed that, although it would be preferable to have the meeting in person, there is no need to update the RoPs of the TSG meetings to allow an attendance online when a Member is not able to participate in presence.
2) Workshops organised by TSG 3:

Workshop “How to progress from TSG 3 Flagships towards EUSAIR macro-regional in the Multiannual Financial Framework period 2021-2027,” 22 September 2022 (Izola, Slovenia).
This year the Mediterranean Coast and MRS Week was after 2 years again held on site in Izola, Slovenia. TSG 3 organized one workshop together with TSG1 “How to progress from TSG 3 Flagships towards EUSAIR macro-regional in the Multiannual Financial Framework period 2021-2027” on 22 September 2022. The meeting began with the presentation of the main achievements of EUSAIR and the main points of the upcoming revision of the EUSAIR Action Plan made by Ms. Nadine Lahkal, European Commission. She pointed out that EUSAIR Pillar 3 quickly integrated cross-pillar cooperation with the other three EUSAIR pillars which resulted in including Environmental Quality as a horizontal principle for all EUSAIR pillars, which is also mirrored in the European Green Deal. She pointed out that there is a need for projects like NAMIRS for better preparedness and projects like PET HAB ECO to protect natural terrestrial habitats and ecosystems from the consequences of climate change. She also explained that the revision of the EUSAIR Action Plan and communication are still under evaluation but the aim is for the work of the environmental quality pillar to remain central as the priority is to make the Adriatic-Ionian region more resilient, more sustainable and greener. 
After that, the welcoming words and the approval of the joint work between Pillar 1 and Pillar 3 were expressed by Ms. Irene Tzouramani, EUSAIR Pillar 1 Coordinator from Greece. 
Mr. Senad Oprašić, EUSAIR Pillar 3 Coordinator, Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations, BiH, made a brief introduction to the workshop. He emphasized the importance of further support of Ministers in the implementation of the EUSAIR strategy, which is very important for non-EU countries. He also briefly presented the TSG 3 projects and their development. 
Mr. Iztok Škerlič presented the implementation of the ASOSCoP Flagship through the NAMIRS project co-financed by European funding from the Union Civil Protection Mechanism (DG ECHO). He emphasized that this was the first time in history that a TSG received additional funding for one flagship. This is the concrete implementation in practice of the embedding project by the TSG3 and supporting structure from the Municipality of Izola.  

Ms. Martina Bocci presented the first draft of the Joint cross-pillar projects TSG3 and TSG1. After the discussion, the main points of the integration of the draft were as follows:
· The project activities must also represent the importance of local actions and consider the bottom-up approach, which was already included in the mono-pillar strategic project. 

· The project must include the modular possibility of implementation, since the project itself is very complex and includes a huge area for one source of funding. The modularity of the project will allow, through the embedding process, to implement the project with different sources of funding (multifunding).

· It must include one or several pilot activity areas to test the management of the new (transboundary) protected area in order to gain the best experience and find the most appropriate solution for the management of such protected areas.

· The project must be integrated with the Work package of climate change adaptation activities for EUSAIR. 

Mr. Folco Soffietti and Mr. Emiliano Ramieri presented the work of the MSPMED project, Towards the operational implementation of MSP in our common Mediterranean Sea, which met in Izola a day before the workshop, at a Bilateral project meeting Italy-Slovenia. The mentioned bilateral meeting was also part of the programme of the Mediterranean Coast and Macro Regional Strategies Week 2022.

The Opportunities of the European Group for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) for an effective tool for the Cross-border Management of marine protected areas was presented by Mr. Mitja Grbec. He presented the main achievement of the study: Analysis of the legal basis for the establishment and further development of marine protected areas in the EUSAIR, with particular emphasis on transboundary marine protected areas, which is available on the EUSAIR web page at the following link: https://www.adriatic-ionian.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/EUSAIR-STUDY-FINAL-15.12.2021v.3.pdf 

Mr. Mitja Grbec pointed out the following possibilities to manage the transboundary protected areas beyond the territorial seas:
· Expand Natura 2000, 

· Implementation of transboundary SPAMIs areas,

· ACCOBAMS implementation,

· PSSa implementation,

The EGTC- European Group of Territorial Cooperation can represent an effective tool for transboundary management of protected areas in the Adriatic-Ionian seas. In this regard, the implementation of economic zones from the EU member states represents an opportunity, since this kind of extension also extends the EU protection law to the high seas. In particular, the Natura 2000 areas and other areas.  

Ms. Lara Devetak from the EGTC GO presented some concrete experience from the implementation of EGTC between the transboundary area of Gorizia in Italy and Nova Gorica in Slovenia. The EGTC includes 3 municipalities, one in Italy (Gorizia) and two in Slovenia (Municipality of Nova Gorica and the Municipality of Šempeter-Vrtojba). They have received direct financing from the Interreg Italy-Slovenia with the EU tool foreseen in the EU regulation – the so-called ITI-Integrated territorial investments. This tool has been designed to implement territorial strategies in an integrated way. It allows drawing on funding from several priority axes of one or more Operational Programmes. She presented two projects: HEALTH (SALUTE- ZDRAVSTVO) and ISONZO – SOČA. Each of the projects has received 5 MIO EUR of co-financing from the Interreg Italy-Slovenia programme 2014-2020. The continuation of the two projects is foreseen also in the next programming period. The main positive effects of the EGTC experience in the area are: cross-border work, being able to choose the most appropriate law, open-mindedness, strategic development of the borderless area, and the implementation is not linked to the national authorities and politics. The weak points are: different and/or incompatible laws in some cases, double bureaucracy, the language barrier and a lot of translation work, and financial dependence on the project co-financing. 

Mr. Marko Prem, from the UNEP/MAP (Priority Actions Programme/Regional Activity Centre – PAP/RAC) in Split, presented the importance of adaptation of the costal zones in EUSAIR to climate change. The preparation of coastal adaptation plans follows the ICZM process. PAP/RAC can provide assistance and support local communities and regional authorities in the planning of coastal zones in line with the best experience in climate adaptation. They produced several handbooks and videos on adaptation measures, which are available on their website: http://iczmplatform.org/search?category=4&from=library. Examples of MSP in the EUSAIR were presented and the MSP Workspace as a platform to assist planners and stakeholders when preparing MSPs. Some major results from the CAMP Bosnia and Herzegovina were elaborated as well. One of the main points to take notice of from his presentation is the integration of the hinterland into tourist products in order to divert tourism flows from the narrow coastal strip. The actions must be undertaken not only for environmental reasons but also for socio-economic reasons. 

In the last part of the workshop, Mr. Duško Ćirović from the University of Belgrade presented the draft of the mono-pillar project implementing the PET HAB ECO flagship: Protection and enhancement of natural terrestrial habitats and ecosystems. After the presentation, the moderators Liliana Vižintin and Boris Kryštufek from the Mediterranean Institute for Environmental Studies of the Science and Research Centre Koper, Slovenia, invited the participants to a guided discussion, during which the following points were raised:
· A need to clarify the aim of the monitoring and collecting of data. What is the purpose of the collection of data? (For example: one of the reasons for collecting the data can be for spatial planning purposes, a layer to be integrated into the existing database in order to be overlapping with the animal corridors.)

· Integrating the project into the Interreg Euro-MED community.

· Contact the national contact points in order to gain data about past projects. It would also be useful to contact the technical secretariat of the programme as they have data about past projects.

The point will be taken into account in the further development of the mono-pillar project proposal PET HAB ECO. 

List of conclusions and recommendations:
1. For the further development of the Joint cross-pillar project TSG3 and TSG1, the expert should follow these recommendations: 
· The project activities must represent also the importance of local actions and consider the bottom-up approach, which was already included in the mono-pillar strategic project. 

· The project must include the modular possibility of implementation since the project itself is very complex and includes a huge area for one source of funding. The modularity of the project will allow, through the embedding process, to implement the project with different sources of funding (multi-funding).

· It must include one or several pilot activity areas to test the management of the new (transboundary) protected area in order to gain the best experience and find the most appropriate solution for the management of such protected areas.

· The project must be integrated with the Work package of climate change adaptation activities for EUSAIR

2. The EGTC-European Group of Territorial Cooperation can represent an effective tool for transboundary management of protected areas in the Adriatic-Ionian seas. The other possibilities to manage the transboundary protected areas beyond the territorial seas are: 

· expansion of the Natura 2000 area, 

· Implementation of transboundary SPAMIs areas, 

· ACCOBAMS implementation, 

· PSS-a implementation. 

3. The main positive effects of the EGTC experience in the area are: 

· cross-border work, 

· being able to choose the most appropriate law, 

· open-mindedness, 

· strategic development of the borderless area, 

· the implementation is not linked to the national authorities and politics. 

The weak points are: 

· different and/or incompatible laws in some cases, 

· double bureaucracy, 

· the language barrier and a lot of translation, 

· financial dependence on the project co-financing. 

4. To address the climate change adaptation of the coastal zones in EUSAIR, one of the crucial actions to undertake is the integration of the hinterland in the touristic products in order to divert tourism flows. The actions should be taken not only for environmental reasons but also for socio-economic reasons. 
5. For further development of the mono-pillar project implementing the PET HAB ECO flagship, the following recommendations were given: 
· A need to clarify the aim of the monitoring and collecting of data. What is the purpose of the collection of data? (For example: one of the reasons for collecting the data can be for spatial planning purposes, a layer to be integrated into the existing database in order to be overlapping with the animal corridors).

· Integrating the project into the Interreg Euro-MED community.

· Contact the national contact points in order to gain data about past projects. It would also be useful to contact the technical secretariat of the programme as they have data about past projects.

5th EUSAIR Forum Pillar Session: Importance of blue and green infrastructure in light of the new EU biodiversity framework: How to enhance the delivery of essential ecosystem services throughout the Adriatic-Ionian Region, 5th EUSAIR Forum in Belgrade (Serbia), 28-29 January 2021. 
PCs and TSG 3 members with support of the EUSAIR Facility Point project partners Municipality of Izola and Ministry of Environmental Protection / Department for Biodiversity organised and participated in the PILLAR Session: Importance of blue and green infrastructure in light of the new EU biodiversity framework: How to enhance the delivery of essential ecosystem services throughout the Adriatic-Ionian Region. The session focused on importance of blue and green infrastructure in EUSAIR region in light of the new EU Post 2020 biodiversity framework as all countries of the macro-region provide habitats for Europe’s large carnivores. These species require large habitats to sustain viable populations. Therefore, a joint management and the investment in the landscape infrastructure to support green/blue corridors is needed. The discussion put a focus on commitments and obligations under national legislation of each country, the EU nature protection acquis and the corresponding multilateral environmental agreements to showcase the delivery of essential ecosystem services in the Adriatic-Ionian region.
Conclusions of the session:
· Special attention must be given to the alignment of policies and approaches across the Adriatic-Ionian region in order to establish the joint management and the investments in the landscape infrastructure to support green/blue corridors. This will contribute to the effective management of shared natural resources.

· Macro-regional strategies should translate the EU policies in order to mobilize local institutions, cities, agencies, universities, private sectors and civil society towards better implementation of green infrastructure to foster green and blue corridors. This will at the same time halt habitat degradation, including habitat fragmentation, and with it the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services.

· Europe’s large carnivores (such as grey wolf, Eurasian Lynx and brown bear) require extensive well-connected habitats to sustain viable populations and can be thus considered also as convenient umbrella species for conservation of significant proportion of biodiversity in the region and wider. On this note green infrastructure is very important in the Adriatic-Ionian region as their landscape provide important habitats for large carnivores, due to its favourable natural predispositions and strategic geographic position.

7th EUSAIR Forum Pillar Session: Biodiversity/Marine Protected Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction, 17 May 2022 Tirana, Albania 
PCs and TSG 3 members with support of the EUSAIR Facility Point project partners Municipality of Izola helped organise the programme of the Forum and organised and participated in the Pillar Session: Biodiversity/Marine Protected Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction. The session focused dedicated to the further enhancement and recognition of marine protected areas and spatial planning at sea in EUSAIR region with the emphasis on areas beyond national jurisdiction. To further elaborate on the possibilities of establishing the MPA’s in EUSAIR a part of the pillar session will be dedicated to the presentation of good practices and analysis already done in EUSAIR area that was further reinforced with the analysis of the legal basis in establishing MPA’s. The discussion at the end of the pillar session will aim on where the transboundary MPA’s could be established and how can EUSAIR support the process. 
Conclusions of the session:
1. Identification of potential areas for future protection in the region and by countries (MPAs, Natura/EMERALD, OECMs…) and plans for improvement of transboundary management effectiveness of existing MPAs. 

2. Proposal for establishment of the Action plan at TSG3 level with clear objectives in supporting identification and designation of MPAs, capacity development and networking.

3. Reinforcement of existing national activities of partners/countries in combination with new transnational/macroregional approaches (blue and green) corridors, ecosystem services, charismatic species, interaction with other sectors, climate change process, new partnerships, innovative activities/tools.

4. Extension of existing networks (national MPAs, NATURA 2000 & EMERALD networks) & transboundary management (i.e. EGTC) with possible combination of different legal basis and instruments (i.e., Strait of Bonifacio case/MPAs/NATURA 2000 & EGTCs, SPAMI, PSSA).

5. To achieve long-term conservation goals and at the same time establishing a legal instrument for transboundary MSP in a coherent manner to ensure ecosystem-based management aiming at both biodiversity protection and sustainable economic development.
3) TSG3 also contributed to the:
· Technical Meeting of EUSAIR Pillar Coordinators, 2nd March 2022, online. TSG 3 coordinators presented the TSG 3 work in 2021 and work plan in 2022. 

· Meeting of the Governing Board of the EUSAIR, 2-3 March 2022, online. TSG 3 coordinators presented the TSG 3 work in 2021 and work plan in 2022.

· 2nd EU Meeting of the Bureau of the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention, 24-25 March 2022, Istanbul (Turkey). 
· AII Round Table on National Parks in the Adriatic Ionian region as a driver of sustainable development,  29 March 2022, on-line. TSG3 Coordinators presented EU regional policies and strategies. 
· Project NAMIRS Kick-of Press conference, 31 March 2022, Trieste, Italy. 

· 7th EUSAIR Forum in Tirana (Albania), 17-18 May 2022. PCs and TSG 3 members with support of the EUSAIR Facility Point project partners Municipality of Izola helped organise the programme of the 7th Forum Session. 
· Promoting Eco-Connectivity in the Adriatic and Ionian macro-region, 5-6 August 2022, Žabjak, Montenegro THG3 Coordinators and the external expert presented the developed PET HAB ECO project proposal.

· Mediterranean Coast and Macroregional Strategies Week 2022, 19-23 September 2022, in Izola, Slovenia. 
See recap at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFk6kxx3_VM 
· Technical Meeting of EUSAIR Pillar Coordinators, 5th October 2022, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. TSG 3 coordinators presented the TSG 3 work in 2022 and work plan ahead. 

· Meeting of the Governing Board of the EUSAIR, 5-6th October 2022, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. TSG 3 coordinators presented the TSG 3 work in 2022 and work plan ahead. 
· Cross-MRS Meeting on fostering Synergies across MRS contribution to Biodiversity, 17 November 2022, online. 
· Online Press Conference, organised with the help of EUSAIR Facility Point project partners Municipality of Izola on 16 February 2022 to promote the development of the ASOSCoP project proposal and the beginning of the NAMIRS project as the first EUSAIR bankable project to receive founding.  
2. MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS
In 2022:

· According to Rules of Procedures two meetings with quorum of TSG 3 were organized. One was held on-line the other was held in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
· Organisation of one TSG 3 workshop hosted by Slovenia in Izola. 
· Further steps in development process on four mono-pillar project concepts among TSG 3 under EUSAIR Facility Point strategic project WP T2 – Facilitating strategic project development were implemented.
· Project NAMIRS, which implement ASOSCoP flagship of TSG3, under EC Call Prevention and Preparedness for Marine Pollution at Sea and on Shore received EU Founding and started in March 2022.  
· Active participation of TSG 3 members at the Mediterranean Coastal and EU Macro-Regional Strategies Week 2022, which was organised in the framework of INTERREG V-B ADRION strategic project: EUSAIR Facility Point. In particular, the TSG3 workshop “How to progress from TSG 3 Flagships towards EUSAIR macro-regional in the Multiannual Financial Framework period 2021-2027” (22nd September, Izola, Slovenia).
· Active participation at PC Technical meetings and GB meetings online, 2 -3 March 2022, and 5-6 October 2022, Sarajevo BiH.  

· Online Press Conference, organised with the help of EUSAIR Facility Point project partners Municipality of Izola on 16 February 2022. 

3. MAIN ISSUES/CHALLENGES ENCOUNTRED
Main challenges encountered in 2022 are:
Implementation of mono-pillar projects in the Adriatic-Ionian region and strengthening the cooperation with other macro-regional strategies to increase visibility of EUSAIR. 

Key messages to GB, High Level Group or Governments in EUSAIR countries:

At the last TSG3 Meeting, 23-24 November 2022, the TSG3 members agreed to the following conclusion C.12: ‘’The members agreed that the TSG3 recommends to the GB to make a Strategic environmental assessment of the Action Plan, based on TSG3 matrix, before the approval of the Action Plan.’’
4. THE WORK AHEAD
According to Rules of Procedures at least two meetings of TSG 3 per year will be organized. In the year 2023 the 18th meeting and the 19th. The country that will host the meeting is TBD.
TSG 3 workshops on national level will be held in each country for further development of mono-pillar projects concepts under WP T2 of the EUSAIR Facility Point project.
TSG 3 will actively participate in the 8th EUSAIR Forum in Sarajevo (Bosnia and Herzegovina) May 2023 with organisation of possible plenary session for Environmental quality in collaboration with the organisers. 
TSG 3 also foresees to (co)organize events
 for implementation of TSG 3 EUSAIR Action plan, identified TSG 3 priorities and project concepts. 

In the year 2023 TSG 3 will mainly focus on:

· Implementation of recommendation and conclusion of TSG 3, Governing Board and EUSAIR Forum.

· Organisation of two TSG3 meetings according to the RoP.

· Possible organisation of workshop to discuss and agree on the proposed themes in regards to Revision of EUSAIR Action plan.
· Organisation of 3 workshops regarding the TSG3 activities during the Bosnia and Herzegovina Presidency in 2023. 

· Possible organisation of workshops for the development of mono-pillar and cross-pillar projects concepts.

· Further discussion on actions/priorities that have macro-regional value in environmental quality and thus sustainable development within the 18th and 19th TSG 3 meetings.
· Contributing to the 8th EUSAIR Forum in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina in accordance to the Agenda of the Forum, yet to be prepared.
· Further implementation of activities for development of Environmental Quality in the Adriatic-Ionian region as continuation of the activities.

· Strengthening the communication activities to promote the activities and work of TSG3.

· Maintaining and improving cooperation between pillars to achieve the best output for all of them while using an ecosystem approach.

5. OTHER INFORMATION
ANNEX 1
ATTENDANCE AT TSG 3 MEETINGS IN REPORTING YEARS 2021
	Pillar 3
	16th meeting

City: Online

Date: 22/03/2022
	17th meeting

City: Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Date: 26/10/2021

	EU Countries 

[please list them]
	Slovenia, Greece, Italy represented by designated members


	Slovenia, Croatia, Greece represented on-site by designated members, Italy present represented on-line


	Non-EU countries 

[please list them]
	Bosnia and Herzegovina, San Marino represented by designated members


	Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, North Macedonia represented by designated members



	TOTAL 
	5
	8


ANNEX 2

MACRO-REGIONAL PROJECT/MEASURES

Indicate the macro-regional projects/measures identified by the TSG as having a macro regional value and contributing to the achievement of the Pillar's objectives in line with the EUSAIR Action Plan

	Project/measure title


	Main activities

Short description of the project/measure, what are the objectives, added value for the EUSAIR, envisioned period…
	Mono / Cross Pillar project

Indicate, if the project has a mono or cross pillar approach, in case of cross-pillar, indicate the relevant pillar(s)
	Status


Describe the status of the project/measure (e.g. project idea/concept, mature project ready for implementation, project under implementation or completed, etc.) 
	Involvement of EUSAIR countries
	(Targeted) funding sources

	To promote a sustainable growth of the AI region by implementing ICZM and MSP also to contribute CRF on ICZM of Barcelona convention, 

Acronym: ICZM&MSP


	 Combining ICZM and MSP as inclusive and complementary governance instruments/approaches, strengthening institutional capacities to apply the ecosystem approach to protect the environment and manage natural and cultural assets, to keep in balance environmental protection and social-economic development, also considering the increasing pressures of human activities and environmental changes.
· Main Activities: defining gaps in marine and coastal knowledge including expertise needed for ICZM and MSP case studies implementation 

· mapping and assessment of socio-economic activities and environmental relevant issues

· identify conflicts and propose sustainable options for action

· facilitate adoption of National Strategies on ICZM (ICZM Protocol), including consideration on maritime spatial planning (MSP Directive) and in line with the UNEP/MAP Common Regional Framework on ICZM 
	mono-pillar
	Project Concept
	All EUSAIR Countries (excluded land locked countries)
	

	Protection and enhancement of natural terrestrial habitats and ecosystems.
Acronym: PET HAB ECO
	The project aims at improving the resilience of large carnivores populations at transnational level in the face of environmental threats and risks, mainly for bears. The activities to be undertaken are primarily related to conservation and restoration of large carnivore populations, public awareness activities to bring these unique species to the public’s attention and restoration of ecosystems in which they play a key role. 

· Activities: Enlarge and make more efficient the ecological corridors

· networks, mainly for bears (e.g.: analysing and gathering information on gaps from all relevant stakeholder regarding large carnivores’ distribution and already existing networks (Emerald, Natura 2000...)
Develop joint researches to:

· acquire better knowledge of large carnivores behaviour, habitats etc.

· How to improve the efficiency of the corridors (propose concrete tools and guidelines from research activities).
· Conflict management (at all levels: international, national, local) promoting a new management practices and the development of innovative technologies

· Research and monitoring activities as gathering of the data on populations is of highest priority

· Development of regional action plan for large carnivore monitoring and protection
	Mono-pillar
	Project Concept
	All EUSAIR Countries
	

	Monitoring and management of marine protected species 

Acronym: 3MPS
	Addressing the threats to biodiversity caused by human activities, like deterioration of water quality (in particular impact of marine litter, micro plastic and chemical pollutants) and by bio toxins. 

Foreseen WPs: Establishment of monitoring network towards marine litter, 

Implementation of monitoring activities

Analyses and study on level of impact on threatened populations

Defining regional management measures regarding marine litter in order to combat impact on threatened species.

Methodology guidance on analyses regarding level of impact coming from marine litter on threatened species.
	Mono-pillar
	Project Concept
	All EUSAIR Countries
	

	Adriatic/Ionian Sub/regional Oil spill contingency plan 

Acronym: ASOSCoP
	Aims to examine and update the existing contingency Plan for the Northern Adriatic Sea and possibly to extend it, to other interested Adriatic countries by coordinating it with the existing national contingency Plans; in order to prevent and reduce Oil spill impacts on the coast, raise awareness on pollution prevention, produce a contingency plan that will define standard operational procedures and roles of stakeholders in the event of marine and coastal pollution from Oil Spill.
	Mono-pillar
	Project Concept
	All EUSAIR Countries (excluded land locked countries)
	

	Managing Tourism Flows in Protected Areas

Acronym: ADRIONet
	General objectives

a) Environmental quality:

- To ensure a good environmental and ecological status of the protected areas by 2020 in line with the relevant EU acquis and the ecosystem approach of the Barcelona Convention;

- To contribute to the goal of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, and restore them in so far as feasible, by addressing threats to marine and terrestrial biodiversity.

b) Sustainable tourism:

- Improving the quality and innovation of tourism offer and enhancing the sustainable and responsible tourism capacities of the tourism actors across the macro-region.
	Inter-pillar – TSG 3 and 4
	Project Concept submitted under FP+
	All EUSAIR Countries
	

	Project on MSP and ICZM
	Combining ICZM and MSP as inclusive and complementary governance instruments/approaches, strengthening institutional capacities to apply the ecosystem approach to protect environment and manage natural and cultural assets with the aim of good governance of economic activities in this sea region and implementation of common plans which will drive to innovative maritime and marine growth in the A-I region by promoting sustainable economic growth and jobs as well as business opportunities in the blue economy sector.
	Inter-pillar – TSG 3 and 1
	Project Concept submitted under FP+
	All EUSAIR countries (excluded land locked countries)
	

	For people for planet
	The project idea includes actions that will serve as a platform to foster an inclusive policy dialogue with key stakeholders and partners and to showcase national pathways and specific mitigation actions for transport, such as electro-mobility. 

The project will show the state of the art in the EUSAIR countries, especially in those where more detailed information is missing in order to identify possible actions to be taken on policy level to manage a comprehensive approach to follow the UN Resolution Sustainable Goals. 

· improve the common understanding among ADRION Partners about the needs and the opportunities for transnational cooperation in the fields of environmental protection, sustainable tourism, transport innovation, emission regulation, ecosystem services and climate change adaptation;

increase in the availability of information to ensure the delivering of evidence based responses through a well-framed exchange of data and capacity buildings concerning reducing transport emission, tourism management and environmental preservation.
	Inter-pillar – TSG 3, 2 and 4
	Project Concept
	All EUSAIR countries
	

	Renewal of the adaptation of coppiced oak forests in a drastically changing environment

Acronym: Forest readapt
	The objectives of the proposed project are:

(1) the identification of differences in genetic diversity and structure between naturally regenerating (by seedlings), coppice, and mixed forests,

(2) the assessment of the resilience and resistance of these forests to the apparent climatic and environmental change, and

(3) the formulation of integrated proposals for management measures and actions that can be immediately implemented to confront the above problems regarding the future of oak forests.
	Mono-pillar
	Project concept
	All EUSAIR countries
	

	Secure diversity through a holistic approach on for the most threatened Mediterranean conifer ecosystems: combining genetic, physiology, biodiversity indexes, germination and restoration.

Acronym: SEC-DIV-CONIFERS
	The main objective of this project will be the study of genetic, physiology, biodiversity and germination indicators in order to enhance and protect terrestrial ecosystems of carnivores.

Forest genetic resources (FGR) are essential part of the adaptation and evolutionary processes of forest ecosystems. Therefore, the conservation and appropriate use of FGR have a crucial importance for sustainable forest management in the light of climatic change. A high level of variety of genetic variability safeguards the potential for forest ecosystems to regenerate, and facilitates their adaptation to environmental changes, as well as improving their resilience and productivity.
No study has addressed the question whether and how much epigenetic variation influences adaptive traits in marginal populations.  

Conclusions that will be produced from the research will be of paramount importance for the protection and conservation of marginal forest tree populations. 
	Mono-pillar
	Project concept
	All EUSAIR countries
	

	Botanical Gardens as Biodiversity Shelters and Nurseries 

Acronym: Bio-Shelters

	The overall objective is to create and expand a network of Botanical Gardens in order to protect and preserve natural biodiversity (in situ and ex situ). This network in every EUSAIR country can expand from local to regional. 

in situ: within the area of a botanical garden, i.e., in the field (the natural ecosystem). 

ex situ: It refers essentially to flora genetic material (seeds), stored and preserved in laboratory conditions. It concerns plant species that normally do not flourish in the natural environment of a botanical garden. 

The creation of such a network essentially means a network of protected areas within which the species of local flora (indigenous and/or endangered species) and their genetic code are preserved in natural form. 


	Mono-pillar
	Project concept
	All EUSAIR countries
	

	S.H.A.R.K. - Towards the reduction of marine pollution, long-term in-situ conservation of threatened species and improving the marine environments in the Adriatic-Ionian region
	The project aims directly prevent and reduce the ecological impact on the coast, develop and extend contingency plans, protect the highly threatened fish species, empower sustainable development of the fisheries and blue growth, conduct capacity building and networking in the research communities and raise the awareness on marine litter prevention (especially for microplastics).
	Mono-pillar
	Project concept
	All EUSAIR countries
	

	EMAAIR - Empowering MPAs across the Adriatic-Ionian region
	The general goal of the project is to implement better management and monitoring of MPAs including economic resources, biodiversity conservation, and species protection, empower sustainable development of the fisheries and blue growth, conduct capacity building and networking in the research communities and raise the awareness on marine pollution (microplastics, oil spills, etc).
	Mono-pillar
	Project concept
	All EUSAIR countries
	


ANNEX3 
PILLAR / TSG EVENTS AT NATIONAL OR MACRO-REGIONAL LEVEL IN THE REPORTING PERIOD
	Event / Country / National or Macro-regional
	Short description
	Participants (what kind of participants)
	Main outputs 

	TSG 3 Pillar session, 7th EUSAIR Forum: BIODIVERSITY/MARINE PROTECTED AREAS BEYOND NATIONAL JURISDICTION

	The pillar session will be dedicated to the further enhancement and recognition of marine protected areas and spatial planning at sea in EUSAIR region with the emphasis on areas beyond national jurisdiction. To further elaborate on the possibilities of establishing the MPA’s in EUSAIR a part of the pillar session will be dedicated to the presentation of good practices and analysis already done in EUSAIR area that was further reinforced with the analysis of the legal basis in establishing MPA’s. The discussion at the end of the pillar session will aim on where the transboundary MPA’s could be established and how can EUSAIR support the process. 
	EUSAIR Pillar Coordinators for TSG 3 members from all TSG, interested members from all TSGs, EUSAIR Facility Point representatives, Commission representative(s), representatives from the sectors/Ministries, relevant stakeholders,
	1. Identification of potential areas for future protection in the region and by countries (MPAs, Natura/EMERALD, OECMs…) and plans for improvement of transboundary management effectiveness of existing MPAs. 
2. Proposal for establishment of the Action plan at TSG3 level with clear objectives in supporting identification and designation of MPAs, capacity development and networking.
3. Reinforcement of existing national activities of partners/countries in combination with new transnational/ macroregional approaches (blue and green) corridors, ecosystem services, charismatic species, interaction with other sectors, climate change process, new partnerships, innovative activities/tools.
4. Extension of existing networks (national MPAs, NATURA 2000 & EMERALD networks) & transboundary management (i.e. EGTC) with possible combination of different legal basis and instruments (i.e., Strait of Bonifacio case / MPAs/NATURA 2000 & EGTCs, SPAMI, PSSA).
5. To achieve long-term conservation goals and at the same time establishing a legal instrument for transboundary MSP in a coherent manner to ensure ecosystem-based management aiming at both biodiversity protection and sustainable economic development.

	TSG 3 workshop: 

How to progress from TSG 3 Flagships towards EUSAIR macro-regional in the Multiannual Financial Framework period 2021-2027
	This year the Mediterranean Coast and MRS Week was after 2 years again held on site in Izola, Slovenia. TSG 3 organized one workshop together with TSG1 “How to progress from TSG 3 Flagships towards EUSAIR macro-regional in the Multiannual Financial Framework period 2021-2027” on 22 September 2022. 
	EUSAIR Pillar Coordinators for TSG 3 and TSG 1 and members from all TSG, interested members from all TSGs, EUSAIR Facility Point representatives, Commission representative(s), representatives from the sectors/Ministries were present at the workshop. 
	1. For the further development of the Joint cross-pillar project TSG3 and TSG1, the expert should follow these recommendations: 

· The project activities must represent also the importance of local actions and consider the bottom-up approach, which was already included in the mono-pillar strategic project. 

· The project must include the modular possibility of implementation since the project itself is very complex and includes a huge area for one source of funding. The modularity of the project will allow, through the embedding process, to implement the project with different sources of funding (multifunding).

· It must include one or several pilot activity areas to test the management of the new (transboundary) protected area in order to gain the best experience and find the most appropriate solution for the management of such protected areas.

· The project must be integrated with the Work package of climate change adaptation activities for EUSAIR

2. The EGTC-European Group of Territorial Cooperation can represent an effective tool for transboundary management of protected areas in the Adriatic-Ionian seas. The other possibilities to manage the transboundary protected areas beyond the territorial seas are: 

· expansion of the Natura 2000 area, 

· Implementation of transboundary SPAMIs areas, 

· ACCOBAMS implementation, 

· PSSa implementation. 

3. The main positive effects of the EGTC experience in the area are: 

· cross-border work, 

· being able to choose the most appropriate law, 

· open-mindedness, 

· strategic development of the borderless area, 

· the implementation is not linked to the national authorities and politics. 

The weak points are: 

· different and/or incompatible laws in some cases, 

· double bureaucracy, 

· the language barrier and a lot of translation, 

· financial dependence on the project co-financing. 

4. To address the climate change adaptation of the coastal zones in EUSAIR, one of the crucial actions to undertake is the integration of the hinterland in the touristic products in order to divert tourism flows. The actions should be taken not only for environmental reasons but also for socio-economic reasons. 
5. For further development of the mono-pillar project implementing the PET HAB ECO flagship, the following recommendations were given: 

· A need to clarify the aim of the monitoring and collecting of data. What is the purpose of the collection of data? (For example: one of the reasons for collecting the data can be for spatial planning purposes, a layer to be integrated into the existing database in order to be overlapping with the animal corridors).

· Integrating the project into the Interreg Euro-MED community.

· Contact the national contact points in order to gain data about past projects. It would also be useful to contact the technical secretariat of the programme as they have data about past projects.




� Events are/will be listed in the TSG 3 Activity plan – find on �HYPERLINK "https://www.adriatic-ionian.eu/intranet/?cat=tsg-3-activity-plan"�INTRANET�. The document can be constantly updated. 





�The marked changes are from Italian members.
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PILLAR:  III ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY SESSION: 

TITLE OF THE SESSION: BIODIVERSITY/MARINE PROTECTED AREAS BEYOND NATIONAL JURISDICTION



Date: 17th May 2022, Tirana, Albania, 9 00- 10:30



		Chairs/ Key note address 

Mitja BRICELJ, Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, EUSAIR Pillar 3 Coordinator, Slovenia (5min)



Senad OPRAŠIĆ, Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina, EUSAIR Pillar 3 Coordinator, Bosnia and Herzegovina (5min)



Panellists:

· Andrej Sovinc, Analysis of Marine (water) Protected Areas in EUSAIR and Proposals for Corrective Measures 



· Mitja Grbec, Analysis of legal basis for the Establishment and Further Development of Marine Protected Areas in EUSAIR with Particular Emphasis on Transboundary Marine Protected Areas 



· Vassiliki Vassilopoulou, Research Director – HCMR (Hellenic Center for Marine Research) ‘'Designation of representative interconnected climate resilient MPA networks and establishment of transboundary integrated MSP: a review of key points towards delivery of the 2030 Biodiversity Strategy’’.



· Davor Percan, Head of Unit, Unit F2, Regional and Bilateral Environmental Cooperation, DG ENV “Toward a future global biodiversity framework and its significance for the Adriatic and Ionian Region’’



· Stavros Antoniadis, UNEP/MAP (Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan United Nations Environment Programme, Barcelona Convention Secretariat)

Video: 



Discussion with the audience (Q&A) 30' (mandatory)









Scope and objective

		The pillar session will be dedicated to the further enhancement and recognition of marine protected areas and spatial planning at sea in EUSAIR region with the emphasis on areas beyond national jurisdiction. To further elaborate on the possibilities of establishing the MPA’s in EUSAIR a part of the pillar session will be dedicated to the presentation of good practices and analysis already done in EUSAIR area that was further reinforced with the analysis of the legal basis in establishing MPA’s. The discussion at the end of the pillar session will aim on where the transboundary MPA’s could be established and how can EUSAIR support the process. 









Topics for discussion

· Will be defined by the topics of the speakers

		

· Legal basis for the Establishment and Further Development of Marine Protected Areas in EUSAIR with Particular Emphasis on Transboundary Marine Protected Areas.

· How to achieve the goals of the 2030 EU Biodiversity Strategy in the Adriatic and Ionian Region. 

· Where the transboundary MPA’s could be established and how can EUSAIR support the process. 



RELEVANT QUESTIONS

What is the next step for establishing effective MPA network in AIR?









Interactive approach with public (we can provide slido interactive approach in cooperation with chair – upon agreement):

		NO












Key messages to be communicated before or during the session via social media  



KEY OUTCOMES OF THE SESSION

		1. Identification of potential areas for future protection in the region and by countries (MPAs, Natura/EMERALD, OECMs…) and plans for improvement of transboundary management effectiveness of existing MPAs. 

2. Proposal for establishment of the Action plan at TSG3 level with clear objectives in supporting identification and designation of MPAs, capacity development and networking.

3. Reinforcement of existing national activities of partners/countries in combination with new transnational/macroregional approaches (blue and green) corridors, ecosystem services, charismatic species, interaction with other sectors, climate change process, new partnerships, innovative activities/tools.

4. Extension of existing networks (national MPAs, NATURA 2000 & EMERALD networks) & transboundary management (i.e. EGTC) with possible combination of different legal basis and instruments (i.e., Strait of Bonifacio case / MPAs/NATURA 2000 & EGTCs, SPAMI, PSSA).

5. To achieve long-term conservation goals and at the same time establishing a legal instrument for transboundary MSP in a coherent manner to ensure ecosystem-based management aiming at both biodiversity protection and sustainable economic development.
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