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1 Context and motivation

The overall objective of EUSAIR Pillar 3 is to address the issue of environmental quality, with respect to marine, coastal and terrestrial ecosystems in the Adriatic-Ionian Region (AIR). Environmental quality is essential for underpinning human activities in the AIR and for ensuring economic and social well-being for its peoples. The pillar deals with the environmental issues that can only be adequately tackled through cooperation at the level and scale of the macro-region.

Specific objectives of the pillar are therefore:

1. To ensure a good environmental and ecological status of the marine and coastal environment by 2020 in line with the relevant EU acquis and the ecosystem approach of the Barcelona Convention.

2. To contribute to the goal of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, and restore them to the biggest degree possible, by on time addressing threats to marine and terrestrial biodiversity.

3. To improve waste management by reducing waste flows to the sea and, to reduce nutrient flows and other pollutants to the rivers and the sea.

In order to reach the pillar objectives, the Technical Steering Group of Pillar 3 (TSG-3) promotes the development of specific projects on different aspects, all focusing in the overall objective of the pillar. 
The objective of this document is to identify the contents and the activities for a framework project on Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) and Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) in the AIR.
2 Approach to project development
2.1 The new policy context

A new framework for Regional Development and Cohesion Policy has been set by the European Commission. Five Policy Objectives  have been identified as priority for the next coming programming period 2021-2027 for ERDF, ESF+, the Cohesion Fund and the EMFF (COM(2018) 375 final):
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Figure 2‑1 - New Cohesion Policy Objectives.

Regional development investments will strongly focus on objectives 1 and 2. 65% to 85% of ERDF and Cohesion Fund resources will be allocated to these priorities, depending on Member States’ relative wealth.

A new generation of interregional and cross-border cooperation (“Interreg”) programmes has been envisaged to support Member States in overcoming cross-border obstacles and developing joint services. Interregional and cross-border cooperation will be facilitated by the new possibility for a region to use parts of its own allocation to fund projects anywhere in Europe jointly with other regions. Meanwhile, ‘Interreg’ programmes will continue to help Member States and regions work together across borders to tackle common challenges (COM(2018) 375 final). Namely INTERREG will provide programs supporting:

· Cross-border cooperation (current Interreg A)

· Transnational/maritime cooperation (current Interreg B).

The new Cohesion Policy proposed rules also create Interregional Innovation Investments. Regions with matching ‘smart specialisation’ assets will be given more support to work together. The aim is to scale up ‘bankable’ interregional projects that can create European value chains in priority sectors such as big data, bioeconomy, resource efficiency or connected mobility.

3 ICZM and MSP project development in the AIR

3.1 Link to the new policy objectives

The development of projects on trans-boundary and cross-border ICZM and MSP in the AIR will closely target the policy objectives of the new programming period. Being ICZM and MSP cross-cutting tools, the projects will be able to feed into several policy objectives: e.g. "Greener, carbon free Europe" (in relation to topics connected with environmental sustainability of coastal and maritime activities); "Connected Europe" (when dealing with maritime transport); "Social Europe" (MSP and ICZM for the creation of "quality jobs"); "Europe closer to citizens"(MSP and ICZM supporting locally-led development strategies).

3.2 Intervention logic

Considering both ICZM/MSP-related commonalities in the AIR, and the specific sub-regional / cross-boundary needs, a modular approach is envisaged for the development of projects on trans-boundary and cross-border ICZM and MSP in the AIR. A framework project will be developed addressing the entire AIR and engaging all the involved EU and non-EU countries (including North Macedonia). 
Main objectives of the framework project will be:

(i) to identify/refine common approaches and tools

(ii) to implement dialogue and actions at the macro-regional and sub-regional level

(iii) to contribute to knowledge transfer across the macro-region

(iv) to develop pilot cases where to test approaches and tools. 

The objective of this document is to illustrate the scope and the possible activities of the framework project. Main features of the project are described in chapter 4. 

Closely linked to the framework project activities, cross-border projects engaging 2-3 neighbouring countries will be also developed. Although the identification of the contents of these projects is not the scope of this document, some possible features are described herein.
Cross-border projects will focus on the specific ICZM and MSP needs of each sub-regional area. Thematically, they will consider different trans-boundary issues, linked to different maritime sectors and activities, and focused on the specific characteristics and challenges of the area, such for example: fisheries management; protection of ecologically valuable marine areas; maritime traffic (including shipping operation and safety); preservation of underwater cultural heritage (UCH); O&G (extraction, pipelines) and other energy related activities (e.g. energy grid); marine litter pollution; sustainable coastal and maritime tourism management.

Main objectives of the cross-border projects will be:

(i) to provide in-depth analysis on ICZM and MSP needs and opportunities for specific areas

(ii) to focus on specific coastal and maritime sectors and related transboundary or cross-border issues

(iii) to activate focussed and long lasting dialogue with stakeholders in the area

(iv) to implement specific actions in areas of interest.

The cross-border projects will build on and capitalize the on-going or recently completed ICZM/MSP initiatives and the relevant Integrated Watershed Management initiatives in the area. Namely they will be used as an opportunity to connect the River Basin management and ICZM and MSP.

The cross-border projects should be able to provide a wide variety of outputs:  e.g. analytical tools; practical solutions for enhancing co-existence and synergies of coastal and maritime uses; practical solutions to contribute to climate change mitigation and adaptation with coastal and maritime activities; success methods for stakeholder engagement; smart blue-green infrastructure solutions; smart options for ensuring environmental sustainability of coastal and maritime activities that will provide and further facilitate the visibility of all mentioned outputs. 

Results of cross-border projects should be highly transferable and should allow their capitalization across the entire AIR, contributing to cross-fertilization within and across sub-regions, in particular in areas showing similar characteristics and challenges.

The framework project and the cross-border projects will capitalize the many available experiences and recent and on-going projects such for example SHAPE, ADRIPLAN, SUPREME, PORTODIMARE, GREVISLIN, UNEP/MAP CAMPs, BLUEMED, the PANADRIATIC SCOPE initiative on MSP run by UNEP/MAP PAP/RAC.
The approach to project development is illustrated in the diagram of Figure 3‑1.
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Figure 3‑1 - Modular approach to project development for ICZM & MSP in the AIR.

3.3 Expected budget and funding opportunities

The framework project budget is expected to be around 3M€ + 7M€ expected budget for all cross-border projects, for a total expected budget on ICZM and MSP actions of 10M€.

Funding opportunities for the framework project could be through EMFF, the next transnational/maritime cooperation program or other programs open to the participation of all the interested countries. Funding opportunities for the cross-border projects would be through the next cross-border cooperation programs (and should therefore be adapted to their geographic scope).

To illustrate the variety of possible funding opportunities, the following table illustrates the compliance of ICZM/MSP as topics with several funding programs, in the framework of the present programming period (2014-2020), now come to its end.

	PROGRAM
	Topics dealing with ICZM & MSP



	Interreg Slovenia-Croatia
	NO

	Interreg Italy-Slovenia
	PARTIALLY

	Interreg Adrion
	YES

	Interreg Alpine space
	PARTIALLY

	Interreg Danube Transnational Programme
	PARTIALLY

	Interreg Central Europe
	PARTIALLY

	Interreg Mediterranean
	YES

	Interreg Europe
	NO

	Program LIFE
	NO

	Interreg Italy-Croatia
	YES

	Interreg IPA CBC Croatia - Bosnia and Herzegovina – Montenegro
	PARTIALLY

	Interreg – IPA CBC Italy – Albania - Montenegro
	YES

	EEA and Norway Grants
	PARTIALLY

	Evropski sklad za pomorstvo in ribištvo
	PARTIALLY


3.4 Timing for project development

It is worth noting that the activities described in chapter 4 for the framework project are relevant and significant at the time this document is being prepared, considering the progresses of national MSP processes and the general framework conditions for MSP implementation in the AIR at present. These factors will develop over time and therefore the project contents will need to be tuned at the moment of implementation, to be adapted to the new conditions.

Moreover, depending on the funding opportunities, the framework project and the cross-border projects will be activated either in parallel or in consecutive times. The framework project could come before ("top-down" approach) or after the cross-border projects ("bottom-up" approach). In any case it will be key to maximise links, coherence and synergies among all the projects and their activities.

Finally it is worth remembering that support to EUSAIR Strategy implementation is provided by the INTERREG ADRION Facility Point Strategic Project. 

4 The framework project
The framework project is expected to engage 12-14 participant partners (PP) with participation from all 9 member countries of EUSAIR (including Northern Macedonia). In the case of the cross-border projects, 4-5 partners from 2-3 countries are expected. Expected duration for the framework project is 30 months. The project should involve the following typology of partners: national institutions with responsibility on ICZM and MSP, research institutions, regional/sub-regional entities with competence on ICZM and MSP.
4.1 Project relevance

4.1.1 Territorial challenge

The AIR shows peculiar features within the Mediterranean context, also due to its geographic position and morphology. The Adriatic sea is a semi-enclosed sea receiving large amounts of fresh water from numerous rivers. This freshwater input substantially contributes to the uniqueness and/or rarity of a variety of specific ecosystems. The Northern portion of the Ionian sea, connecting the Adriatic with the rest of the Mediterranean, is an area of exchange of outmost importance for physical, ecological and anthropogenic processes. Given the characteristics of semi-enclosed basin, the environmental status of the sea is much influenced by land-sea natural processes, as well as by human activities carried out on land and on the coast. From both a natural and an anthropogenic point of view the entire AIR is highly interconnected on land, along the coast and at sea, making all countries influenced by the marine and coastal activities carried out by neighbouring ones.

Blue Economy represents an important asset for the entire region which hosts a large variety and a high concentration of sea uses. For example, the maritime transport sector has a fundamental economic importance for the whole region and its relevance is expected to grow in the future. Also oil and gas activities (O&G) are relevant in the area: prospecting and extraction activities are expected to increase in the Adriatic and in the Ionian and an important activity of decommissioning of old platforms is foreseen, particularly along the Italian shore. Fisheries is diverse, largely made up of small-scale fisheries, and has an important role in many national economies in the AIR. Aquaculture has been developing fast in the last decades and it is expected to continue developing and diversifying, in parallel to the decline of wild stocks and the increasing demand for fish products for human consumption. Finally, the AIR is among the top touristic destinations in the Mediterranean Sea: development of coastal tourism, cruise tourism and recreational boating in the region is generally expected to increase as it has in recent years.
The area also holds a high marine ecological and conservational value. It hosts a high number of protected areas including Natura 2000 sites (although few purely marine), Marine Protected Areas, National Parks, Fishery Restricted Areas, Ecological and Biological Specially protected Areas, etc. However its coastal and marine areas are experiencing increasing pressures due to growing human activities. Human uses compete each other for vital space and natural resources, threatening some of the most sensitive and precious habitats. Global challenges as climate change and the related sea level rise are already affecting coastal and marine areas in the AIR, exacerbating current problems with effects often going beyond national or regional boundaries. 

In this peculiar territorial context, some common challenges in the AIR have been identified under the initiative  Pan Adriatic Scope for MSP carried out by PAP/RAC in 2019 (in the framework of the GEF Adriatic project). Some of them are: (i) Coastal and marine ecosystems protection; (ii) Eco-connectivity enhancement; (iii) Sustainable fisheries management; (iv) Marine litter management; (v) Sustainable shipping and port management; (vi) Sustainable energy grid and pipelines planning; (vii) Sustainable O&G resources management; (viii) UCH protection; (ix) Sustainable coastal and maritime tourism management. These issues can hardly be taken only at the national level and call for enhanced cooperation among countries.
4.1.2 Project approach
To support the implementation of ICZM and MSP in the AIR, transboundary/cross-border ICZM and MSP can be combined as inclusive and complementary instruments/approaches to help strengthening institutional capacity at all levels (multi-level) to apply the ecosystem approach, to protect environment, and to manage natural and cultural assets. Moreover, ICZM and MSP should help keeping in balance environmental protection and social-economic  development, also considering the increasing pressures of human activities and environmental changes. 

Given this overall need and in order to accomplish both with commonalities and specificities of ICZM and MSP related objectives in the AIR, the framework project will consider three different spatial scales: (i) the entire Adriatic-Ionian area = macro-regional scale; (ii) 4 sub-areas = sub-regional scale (North Adriatic, Central Adriatic, South Adriatic, Ionian); (iii) 4 specific areas = pilot cases. This approach will allow to undertake actions at three different level within a ICZM/MSP framework: a general strategic level; a more focussed visioning level; and a local and specific implementation level.
Considering its strategic importance the project will involve all the countries engaged in the EUSAIR. Particularly all countries will be engaged in the activities related with the largest spatial scale (scale (i) above). Activities at sub-regional level (scale (ii) above) and pilot cases level (scale (iii) above) will only involved directly interested countries. 
In line with the overarching goal of EURAIR Pillar 3, the project will tackle environmental sustainability of human activities according to the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, the Water Framework Directive, the Habitat Directive. To contribute to this goal the project will envisage activities on (i) identification and implementation of methodologies for the analysis of anthropogenic pressures on the environment; (ii) assessment of vulnerability of marine environment; (iii) assessment of the carrying capacity of natural resources in the AIR.
The project will take both a marine and a coastal perspective, in an integrated frame, and it will consider the River Basin Management Approach as a guiding principle. In fact the two dimensions are strictly interlinked and call for a systemic approach in order to identify and apply effective measures for the sustainable management of marine and coastal space and of natural resources. This is particularly relevant when considering some of the common challenges identified in the AIR: Marine litter management; Sustainable shipping and port management; Sustainable energy grid and pipelines planning; Sustainable Coastal and maritime tourism management.
The project will consider actions for climate change mitigation and adaption in its priorities. Planning and management decisions regarding the coast and the sea should play their part in the fight against climate change by considering appropriate mitigation actions. At the same time there is urgent need to adapt the coast and the coastal and maritime sectors (e.g. fisheries, coastal tourism, aquaculture) to couple with climate change impacts, including sea level rise, increased storminess, heat waves, biological and ecosystem changes. 
4.1.3 Transnational cooperation reason
Addressing cross-border and transboundary cooperation within the scope of ICZM and MSP represents at the same time the overall objective of the project and its essential mean of implementation. In fact coastal and maritime challenges, such as those identified in 4.2.1 of the AIR can be faced only by joining common efforts.
Most important opportunities offered by transnational cooperation under ICZM and MSP include: Sharing of coherent data and information; Development of common visions, strategies and/or strategic objectives; Development of cross-border or transboundary pilot plans for highly sensitive and high value areas; Elaboration of methodologies and/or guidelines for common approaches to MSP and specific MSP issues.
Cooperation activities can be implemented through: (i) networking among same type of stakeholders and related activities and projects (e.g. ports, MPAs, fisheries, underwater cultural heritage, etc.); (ii) better capitalization of results and deliverables of cooperation projects; (iii) development of a methodology for the analysis of sensitivity and vulnerability of the marine environment in the AIR.
Independently on the specific cooperation action considered, involving all EUSAIR countries in transboundary cooperation for an efficient alignment and improved coherence of MSP process is crucial. Real engagement and commitment of countries are considered necessary pre-conditions for an efficient cooperation.
Despite a rich and diversified collection of cooperation experiences developed in the AIR through the years, there is an evident need to better mainstream and capitalize useful and reliable project results and durable deliverables into statutory national MSP processes
The actual uptake of project outputs in formal MSP processes, as well as their broader diffusion to target groups outside of the project partnership, can be improved, among others, by optimising the transferability of results, already planning the follow-up process as an integral part of the project life cycle, developing a capitalisation plan for the transfer and actual use of results, and mobilising respective governance structures and required resources.
4.2 Project focus
4.2.1 Project objectives, expected results and main outputs
The project aims to undertake practical actions to support transnational cooperation on ICZM and MSP in the AIR, also to concretely contribute to fulfilment of the obligations under the MSP Directive by EU Member States and to national MSP process for non-EU countries.

The project aims to reach the following main objectives:

(i) Identification and operationalization of common tools and data bases. The possibility to apply the same tools and to share data is clearly key to achieve a shared analysis of the environmental state, of pressures generated by human activities and of their environmental impacts. Achieving transational consensus results of crucial analysis phases (e.g. vulnerability and impact assessment) is needed to identify common, agreed measures and to reach common objectives under the different challenges. There is already a quite long track record of experiences of development of database and tools for MSP and ICZM within the AIR. This project aims to bring some of them to a further operational stage. 

(ii) Transfer of knowledge and practices across the region. The AIR is already very rich in experiences on MSP/ICZM practices, pilot studies and pilot plans. In fact there are many active actors in the field, from public administrations, to a lively scientific community, to transnational organizations (e.g. UNEP/MAP PAP/RAC), very active in the area. Operative approaches have been developed: pilot plans, methods for stakeholder engagement, analytical tools for sea uses analysis, criteria for zoning, methods of allocation of sea uses. All of these represent a common patrimony of the AIR, continuously growing and updated by on-going projects. These experience can be borrowed, improved and capitalized across the macroregion. The project aims to activate initiatives to  strengthen the transfer of knowledge across the AIR.

(iii) Implementation of practical means of cooperation between project partners, providing the bases for cooperation foreseen by the MSP Directive among Member States (Art. 11) and third countries (Art.12). The project implement cooperation at all the three considered geographical scales: the entire macroregion, at sub-regional level, at pilot areas level. Cooperation actions will be organized by the project involving stakeholders at different level, thus experimenting a multi-scalar approach to MSP.
To reach its main objectives the project will provide the following results:

(i) Refined and ready-to-implement tools to support ecosystem vulnerability and ecosystem impact assessment. Given the wide variety of human maritime and coastal activities in the AIR there is a need for tools able to assess coastal and marine ecosystem vulnerability to multiple pressures. There is also the opportunity to integrate vulnerability analysis and impact analysis, preparing integrated tools able to assist the different phases of planning process. The project will build upon already available tools.
(ii) (ii) An ICZM/MSP Knowledge Brokerage Service (KBS). The service will consist of a web platform with synthetic and ready-to-access information on ICZM and MSP capitalizing recent project results, implementation examples (also of statutory process), application of tools, etc. The service will also provide opportunities to project partners and other stakeholders to exchange information and experience such as workshops, B2B meetings at different governance levels, webinars etc. The overall goal is to design and activate a KBS lasting also after the end of the project and underpinning transboundary ICZM and MSP implementation within EUSAIR in the following years.
(iii) (iii) Concrete actions of transnational cooperation:

a. At macroregional level: finalization and formal adoption of a strategic document on ICZM and MSP in the AIR.

b. At sub-regional level: preparation of visioning documents, including vocational analysis, for each of the 4 sub-regions in the AIR.

c. At pilot case level: detailed analysis of ecosystem state and anthropogenic pressures and identification of measures for environmentally sustainable management of coastal/maritime activities in 4 pilot cases in the AIR.

4.2.2 Target groups
Public authorities with responsibilities under ICZM and MSP. This is the main target group considered by the project. The target group is represented by national and sub-national/local authorities, including not only the authorities responsible for the planning process, but also all the authorities concretely involved in the planning process. This target group is the one the project aims to provide with tools, data and knowledge on ICZM and MSP approaches, methods and practices. Specifically, the project aims to provide this target group with operationalized tools (including a shared data portal among countries in the AIR) to assess the environmental sustainability of sea uses, in the framework of the planning activities. The project aims also to organize activities for knowledge and best practices sharing, through the KBS. Finally, within project activities, representatives of this target group will be involved in implementation of transnational cooperation activities, at macroregional, sub-regional and pilot area level.
Representatives of maritime economic sectors at national or sub-national scale. The project aims to create opportunities for engagement of representatives from the private sectors in the activities focused on implementation of transnational cooperation actions. Engagement of the sectors is particularly envisaged in the framework of implementation actions at pilot areas level where consultation with users of the sea/coast will help framing a planning scenarios for sustainable use of the space and natural resources. The opportunities for stakeholder engagement created under the project will help the sector maturing experience of transnational, cross-sector dialogue. 
Local communities, youths, NGOs and society at large. Project communication activities will be focused on bringing this target group closer to the scope and the activities of coastal and maritime planning. Particular attention will be given to the engagement of the youth in ICZM/MSP in order to make the new generations acquainted with the need for - and the advantages of - participation and engagement in the choices regarding their coastal and marine areas. Information activities are envisaged, as well as participation activities (addressed to local communities and NGOs) in the framework of implementation actions at pilot areas level.
4.2.3 Durability and transferability of main outputs
All project main outputs are characterized by high durability and transferability. In fact project output are thought to support real transnational ICZM and MSP processes by providing tools, data, knowledge and opportunities for implement transnational cooperation in practice.
Tools for vulnerability and ecosystem impact assessment will be refined, integrated and operationalized starting from existing tools available in the AIR from previous projects. The tools will be made available through the PORTODIMARE Geoportal and will be open for free use from anybody in the AIR. In order to facilitate access and use of the tools in coastal and maritime planning processes in the AIR the project will implement training sessions with ICZM/MSP responsible administrations. On-line trainings will be also made available for these tools to complement the on-line training programs already available (e.g. MedOpen training prepared by UNEP/MAP PAP/RAC http://www.medopen.org/). The PORTODIMARE Geoportal will be further developed and enriched with data useful for ICZM and MSP in the AIR. This tool already represent a durable result from previous projects (SHAPE, ADRIPLAN, PORTODIMARE) and its durability will be further ensured through additional development and practical use in pilot cases.
The durability of the KBS provided under the project will be targeted by the preparation of a Plan for a ICZM/MSP Knowledge Platform for the AIR, which will also detail mechanisms for its long-term duration (e.g. responsible institution; funding opportunities). This Platform would represent the extension of the KBS beyond the termination of the project. Despite the existence of a MSP Platform at European level (https://www.msp-platform.eu/) the project will respond to the many peculiar features and needs of the AIR, including the presence of non-EU countries, in order to develop a tailored KBS and, on the long term, a MSP Knowledge Platform for the AIR.  The KBS (during the project) and the Knowledge Platform (to be developed afterwards) will be much more detailed and operative than the EU MPS Platform. The ICZM/MSP Knowledge Platform for the AIR will become a practical tool to support EUSAIR in implementing MSP and ICZM in the macroregion in the years to come.
All the outputs related to implementation actions, at macroregional, sub-regional and pilot areas level will be ready to use under formal ICZM/MSP processes, providing bases for consultation and cooperation at different levels. Particularly, durability of actions at macroregional level (strategic level) will be ensured under EUSAIR. At country level, the project will identify possible mechanism to transfer its results to the national-level formal ICZM/MSP process, also considering country specificities
4.2.4 Transferability of project outputs and results

Project outputs and results will be transferrable to other European and international contexts where marine and coastal planning and management represent a priority. Particularly, tools for ecosystem vulnerability and impact assessment would be applicable elsewhere in the Mediterranean region, the European Seas and beyond. Also the KBS will be easily transferrable, as an approach and as a methodology as well. Being prepared in the context of transnational cooperation at macroregional level the project outputs and results will be suitable for being transferred in the Mediterranean context, in the framework of cooperation and exchanges among different sub-regions. Particularly because the project outputs and results will bring approaches, practices and tools for cooperation among EU Member States and non-EU countries they will be highly interesting for transfer and capitalization in the context of the Barcelona Convention.
4.3 Project context
4.3.1 Project contribution to wider strategies and policies
Sustainable management of coasts and seas are included in the UN Sustainable Development Goals (Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources). All activities of the project are ultimately contributing to this goal, by promoting concrete cooperation actions towards environmentally sustainable planning and management of the coasts and the sea in the AIR. All project activities will focus on increase protection of valuable marine areas will also contribute to the scope of the Convention for Biological Diversity and particularly to Target 11 aiming the 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes and seascapes.
In the context of the Barcelona Convention the project contributes to the implementation of the Protocol on ICZM in the Mediterranean (ICZM Protocol), including both coastal and marine components (project actions) In this context, spatial planning of the coastal zone is considered an essential instrument of the implementation of the same Protocol. In fact MSP can be considered the main tool/process for the implementation of ICZM in the marine part of the coastal zone and specifically for its sustainable planning and management. Under the Barcelona convention a "Conceptual Framework for Marine Spatial Planning” in the Mediterranean Sea was adopted by the 20th Ordinary Meeting of the contracting parties in December 2017 in Tirana (Albania) (UNEP(DEPI)/MED IG.23/23), and a Common Regional Framework (CRF) for Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) and its Operational Guidelines was, adopted by the 21th Ordinary Meeting of the contracting parties to the Barcelona Convention, held in December 2019 in Naples (Italy).
At European level the project support the EU Member States in the implementation of the MSP Directive (Directive 2014/89/EU), specifically contributing to implementation of Art. 11 (Cooperation among Member State) and Art. 12 (Cooperation among Third Countries). Being the project focussed on achieving a greater environmental sustainability of coastal and maritime activities the project will contribute to the goals (Good Environmental Status) of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (Directive 2008/56/EC). The project will adopt a River Basin Management Approach, recommended by the EU Water Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC) for approaching pollution issues (e.g. marine litter pollution prevention) from a systemic territorial perspective.
Being ICZM and MSP tools to achieve a sustainable exploitation of costal and marine resources and space the project activities significantly contribute to the EU Blue Growth Strategy (COM(2014) 254/2), the long term strategy to support sustainable growth in the marine and maritime sectors as a whole. The Strategy itself is the maritime contribution to achieving the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. Thanks to its cross-sector and integrated approach the project contributes to the scope of the Integrated Maritime Policy, seeking to provide a more coherent approach to maritime issues, with increased coordination between different policy areas (e.g. specifically: Blue growth, Marine data and knowledge, Maritime spatial planning, Sea basin strategies, etc.). Climate change mitigation and adaptation actions are foreseen by the project thus contributing to the European Climate Change Program.
4.3.2 Project contribution to EUSAIR
The entire project has been prepared specifically to meet some of the EUSAIR main objectives, as indicated in the EUSAIR Action Plan. In fact, under Pillar 1 Blue Growth - within the topic Maritime and marine governance and services - the Action Plan calls for specific actions targeting proper joint governance of the maritime space, in order to provide a framework for a sustainable and transparent use of maritime and marine resources. This includes supporting the implementation of MSP Directive through coordinated planning. The transnational cooperation activities foreseen by the project are designed essentially to contribute to coordinated implementation of MSP in the AIR, for the benefit of both the EU MS and the non-EU countries.
The project is rooted within the scope of EUSAIR Pillar 3 Environmental sustainability which indicates the implementation of Maritime Spatial Planning and Integrated Coastal Zone Management as one of its priority actions. The project activities targets also other actions under Pillar 3 priorities such as Enhancing the network of Marine Protected Areas. The project will create knowledge and opportunities to discuss about the possible designation of new areas, opportunities can be identified for example (i) in coordination with the process of designation of Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance under UNEP MAP; (ii) by establishment of Fisheries Restricted Areas under the GFCM; (iii) by completing marine NATURA 2000 network under Birds and Habitats Directives; (iv) by designating further protected areas to form a coherent and representative network of MPAs according to the MSFD; and (v) by ensuring their joint or coordinated management, also in relation to maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal management.
4.3.3 Synergies
The BLUEMED Coordination and Support Action (CSA) is a project funded by the European Commission within the Horizon 2020 programme aimed at supporting the implementation of the BLUEMED Initiative, offering a shared strategic framework for working towards a healthy, productive and resilient Mediterranean Sea that is better known and valued. The initiative is designed to tap the full potential of the maritime sectors, leveraging transnational cooperation to create new ‘blue’ jobs and to promote and improve social wellbeing, sustainable prosperity and the environmental status of the region and its surroundings. MSP and ICZM are key challenges for BLUEMED and will be addressed as priorities in the BLUEMED Implementation Plan.
Synergies will be also activated with the initiatives of UNEP/MAP PAP/RAC on ICZM and MSP. Following the emerging need to introduce MSP in the entire Mediterranean Region, the  Conceptual Framework for Marine Spatial Planning has been developed as a guiding document to facilitate the introduction of this management tool into the Barcelona Convention framework, with the aim to: (i) further support achieving Good Environmental Status (GES) of the Mediterranean Sea and Coasts; (ii) investigate in more details connections between land and sea areas; and (iii) propose coherent and sustainable land and sea-use planning frameworks relating with key economic sectors and activities that may affect the coastal and marine resources. MSP is being represents the main tool/process for the implementation of ICZM in the marine part of the coastal zone, thus contributing to the balance between environmental, social and economic dimensions of sustainable development. Regarding cooperation, PAP/RAC, in the framework of the GEF Adriatic project, has activated in 2019 a process to facilitate Adriatic-Ionian cooperation towards MSP (Pan Adriatic Scope for MSP). The results of this study would provide the basis for implementation of cooperation in the AIR. Links with the initiatives of PAP/RAC will be developed through meetings, workshops and eventually even joint development of some project activities.
The European MSP Platform is an information and communication gateway designed to offer support to all EU Member States in their efforts to implement MSP. With the adoption of the EU Directive on Maritime Spatial Planning (2014/89/EU), all coastal EU Member States are required to prepare cross-sectoral maritime spatial plans by 2021. The Platform provides specific contents for different marine regions, including the eastern Mediterranean - encompassing the AIR. Synergies will be activated with the on-line contents of the Platform (e.g. summaries illustrating results from projects and practices) as well as with workshops and other events. The EU MSP Platform will constitute an important starting point to develop the KBS foreseen under this project. The two initiatives are definitively complementary and not overlapping, being the KBS focussed on the specificities of the AIR (as explained above, in 4.2.3).
Synergies will also be available through the UNESCO-IOC - EC MSP Global Initiative, a project aiming to promote better maritime spatial planning in the world, with a view to avoiding conflicts and improving the governance of human activities at sea such as aquaculture, tourism, marine energy, and exploitation of the seabed. In this case synergies will be available through conferences and forums.
4.3.4 Knowledge
The project can rely on a long track-record of projects and experiences providing a basis for transnational cooperation on ICZM and MSP, and in the field of environmental sustainability.
The ADRIPLAN project delivered a commonly-agreed approach to cross-border MSP in the Adriatic-Ionian region, considered as a whole and more specifically through two Focus Areas: (1) Northern Adriatic Sea; (2) Southern Adriatic/Northern Ionian Sea. The proposed approach was developed with the support of institutional partners and observers and the involvement of stakeholders of the area and provided recommendations for the evaluation of cross-border MSP, based on an integrated assessment (environmental, legal, administrative, economic and social) and taking into account multiple demands and potentials. It promotes the harmonized implementation under an ecosystem based approach of the EU legislative framework on marine and maritime issues.
The ADRION-INTERREG project PORTODIMARE created a common platform (Geoportal) for data and information related to coastal and marine areas of the AIR, by integrating existing databases, portals and tools developed by previous EU-funded projects (e.g. SHAPE, ADRIPLAN), local and national administrations and other initiatives. Available data and information are therefore structured and made accessible through a single virtual space. Beside spatial data, the Geoportal also includes modules for ICZM/MSP analysis and risk evaluation, providing science-based support to the decision-making process. The Geoportal can now support the implementation of (i) the Protocol for Integrated Coastal Zone Management in the Mediterranean (entered into force in March 2013); (ii) the Maritime Space Planning (Directive 2014/89 EU); (iii) the Action Plan of EUSAIR. Emilia-Romagna Region hosts the Geoportal and ensures its maintenance after the project conclusion.
The SUPREME project has supported the implementation of MSP in EU Member States within their marine waters in the Eastern Mediterranean, including the Adriatic, Ionian, Aegean and Levantine Seas. It has carried out concrete and cross-border MSP initiatives between Member States in the Eastern Mediterranean as for example: providing guidelines and recommendations for a conceptual methodology for cross-border aspects of MSP; establishing a mechanism for cross-border cooperation in the preparation of maritime spatial planning (a regional SME platform); analysing of data needs and gaps in relation to a stable cross-border cooperation; analysing and testing tools and methods for the MSP process; experimenting stakeholder engagement approaches, etc. 
The PHAROS4MPAs project, developed under the INTERREG-MED program, explored how Mediterranean MPAs are affected by maritime activities and provided a set of practical recommendations for MPA managers, MSP authorities and businesses on how the environmental impacts of 7 sectors can be prevented or minimized. The project provides elements for sustainable planning and management of several key maritime activities in the AIR.
The EU H2020 MUSES project provides interesting elements on how to combine sea uses in the same sea area, saving space, resolving conflicts and enhancing synergies. MUSES project explored the opportunities for Multi-Use in European Seas across five EU sea basins (Baltic Sea, North Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea and Eastern Atlantic). The results (i) present practical solutions on how to overcome existing barriers and minimize risks associated with Multi-Use development whilst maximising local benefits; (ii) provide an understanding of environmental, spatial, economic & societal benefits of co-location; (iii) highlight inappropriate regulatory, operational, environmental, H&S, societal and legal aspects.
The INTERREG Italy-Slovenia GREVSLIN project provides an excellent example of cross-border cooperation in spatial planning in order to achieve sustainable exploitation of natural resources. The project is being implemented in the cross-border area between Italy and Slovenia with the objective to establish long-term cross-border strategic planning to develop and protect green infrastructures, monitor waters and habitat biodiversity, implement pilot activities and investments for the creation of green infrastructures in NATURA 2000 and raise awareness of the sustainability of resources water, protected areas and forest and agricultural land. Pilot activities are in progress and the identification of good practices that will increase the awareness of local communities, agricultural operators and visitors. This will ensure improved management of protected areas, creation of green infrastructures and use of ecosystem services, contributing to environmental protection and sustainable development.
Finally, synergies will also be available through the activities of the on-going project MSPMED, founded by the European Commission (EMFF) and at start now. The project aims to support the establishment of coherent and coordinated maritime spatial plans across the Mediterranean to promote a sustainable and long lasting blue development. MSPMED involves many EU Member States of the Mediterranean and their MSP Competent Authorities and promotes also the active participation of the other MS and of non-EU Mediterranean countries. 
4.4 Project activities

4.4.1 WP1 - Project management

This WP involves the overall coordination, administrative and financial management of the project, as well as steering and monitoring. The aim is to have a well managed project reaching its objectives without any major irregularities and conflicts among the partners, with smooth reporting to the programme.

· Activity T1.1 - Start-up activity

The starting point of this phase is the design and signature of the Subsidy Contract, providing, together with the Partnership Agreement (determining the roles and responsibilities of each partner) the legal basis for the project implementation. An internal (kick-off) meeting will be organized, where Partners will agree on a detailed implementation plan including allocation of tasks, detailed budget, Gantt diagram (draft and final) in accordance with the Programme’s requirements. The other core element of the start-up phase is establishing professional project-level and partner-level coordination and financial management structures (Lead Partner Management Team - LPMT; Project Partner Management Team - PPMT; Technical Working Groups - TWG) which, by drawing up internal rules of procedures, will efficiently coordinate the project, and support partner level management. These procedures will be also presented and agreed at the kick-off meeting. The LPMT, PPMT and TWG will be set up during months 2-3 of the project.
· Activity T1.2 - Day-to-day management and coordination
Day-to-day project management will be regulated by the Project Management and Financial Handbook. Management at project level will be facilitated by the professional LPMT and an ICT tool. It will be used by all PPs, bringing management tasks to a common virtual platform. 6 project meetings, regular contact through the internet, telephone and Skype conferencing will ensure smooth day to day implementation and monitoring of progress. An internal reporting system and efficient internal communication procedures will guarantee that all irregularities are spotted/mitigated on time. The submission of the half yearly progress reports (consisting of activity and financial report) will be organised to meet programme requirements and will be coordinated by the LPMT based on partner inputs (partner reports). The LPMT will be responsible for the administrative closure of the project.
· Activity T1.3 - Financial management
Day-to-day financial management will be carried out according to the Project Management and Financial Handbook. Sound financial management ensures that the costs incurred by PPs can be reimbursed and PPs are able to carry on with implementation of tasks. Thus an internal financial reporting system will be set up to ensure efficient financial management. The LP's Project Financial Manager (PFM), supported by experienced external professionals, will be in charge of overall (and LP-level) financial management. This activity includes ensuring proper financial documentation & monitoring of expenditures, collection of necessary documentation from and transfer of funds to PPs, cash flow management.
· Activity T1.5 - Steering and monitoring
Steering and monitoring will be primarily the task of the Steering Committee (SC), the project's strategic decision making body. The Rules of Procedures for the SC will be prepared, based on the Partnership Agreement, by the LPMT. LPMT will communicate the progress of project implementation towards the SC in 2 monitoring reports. The composition of the SC will be finalized at the internal kick-off meeting. The SC will meet regularly to evaluate  project progress and to take necessary strategic decisions). At their final meeting, the SC will endorse the final project output documents, and the final monitoring report of LPMT. Finally, an Advisory Board will be created (AB) with experts from the AIR and other Mediterranean sea regions (western Mediterranean, Aegean and the Levantine Sea). The AB will provide comments and support to improve the project activities but also facilitate the transferability of the results to other Mediterranean sub-regions.
4.4.2 WP2 - Establishing shared knowledge platforms
WP2 will both consolidate and extensively use the Geoportal of Adriatic-Ionian Region https://www.portodimare.eu/, recently developed under the PORTODIMARE project. The Geoportal hosts now about 80 layers organized around 20 categories including maritime boundaries, physical and biological characteristics and maritime sectors. The Geoportal also hosts tools to support MSP (#Tools4MSP) including PARTRAC (Particle tracking module to simulate Marine Litter dispersion), MUC (Maritime Uses Conflict tool) and CEA (Cumulative Effect Assessment). 

Within the project the Geoportal and the associated tools will be further enriched with data, refined and improved towards higher operational performances. In terms of contents, main geographic and thematic data gaps will be assessed and filled. The long term maintenance of the Geoportal will be fine-tuned: responsibilities and roles for the management of the portal will be discussed and ultimately formalized. Possible links and synergies with national official geoportals for MSP will be identified. Finally, the Geoportal will be used to gather the data needed for implementation of the Pilot cases under WP4.
From previous projects, tools are also available to assist all stages of ICZM and MSP processes. WP2 will focus on the tools to assess vulnerability and carrying capacity of coastal and marine ecosystems in a context of multiple sea uses. The available tools in the AIR (Vulnerability assessment tool from CAMP Montenegro and CEA tool from Tools4MSP) will be fine-tuned and further operationalized in order to accomplish with the needs of the project (use in WP4, implementation of pilot cases). Need for additional tools to assist environmental sustainability assessment and ICZM and MSP processes at all scales of analysis (macroregional, sub-regional, local) will be discussed.
· Activity T2.1 - Improvement of the Geoportal of Adriatic-Ionian region
Geoportal of Adriatic-Ionian region will be further refined. Main regional and sub-regional geographic and thematic data gaps are assessed and filled by gathering available data from external sources. An harmonised and AIR integrated representation of existing MSP plans provisions available in the AIR will be provided (including e.g. the areas considered for the plans; the sea uses considered -  see for example BASEMAPS, the Baltic experience) https://basemaps.helcom.fi/). In order to identify responsibilities and roles for the management of the portal a workshop with representatives from all partners is organised (workshop at macro-regional level). Options will be discussed and agreed decisions will be formalized under EUSAIR.
· Activity T2.2 -  Gathering of data needed in the pilot cases
Data needed for the analysis of the pilot cases implemented under WP4 will be gathered and uploaded in the portal. The data will include all the information needed to run the tools on a pilot case base.
· Activity T2.3 - Suitability of available tools

A tool for vulnerability assessment and a tool for cumulative impact analysis are available through CAMP Montenegro and Tools4MSP respectively. Suitability of the tools available to assess vulnerability and cumulative environmental impacts will be evaluated considering the completed initial assessment for the AIR (ref. T3.2) and the key environmental issues identified under WP4 at macro-regional, sub-regional and pilot case scale. Possibilities for combined use of the tools are investigated and refinement of the tools will be implemented.

· Activity T2.4 - Addressing tool needs in the AIR

Results from tools analysis (T2-3) will be presented and discussed in a workshop with representatives from all partners (workshop at macro-regional level). Other tools needed to evaluate environmental sustainability of ICZM and MSP at Adriatic-Ionian scale will be identified though a participative process involving all countries. During the workshop, sub-regional working groups will be organized to discuss the specificity of tools needed at sub-regional scale in the 4 sub-regional areas (e.g. tools focused on the impacts from one specific sector, like maritime transport of fisheries; tools addressing specific solutions, like the Blue-Green corridors; tools providing support to specific phases of MSP, like the land-sea interactions). Initiatives to strengthen tool availability and application within ICZM and MSP in the AIR will be activated under EUSAIR (e.g. joint research activities, pilot projects, funding of new projects etc.). 
· Activity T2.5 -  Application of tools in the pilot cases

Training workshops will be organized for the groups working in pilot cases. Four different in-depth training sessions on vulnerability assessment and cumulative impact analysis tools for participants involved in the analysis of pilot cases will be organized. Each training will be focused on the specific needs of each pilot area and will consider the specific data needed and the specific type of tool application required.
4.4.3 WP3 - Capitalization mechanism and identification of knowledge gaps 

WP3 will ensure capitalization of existing knowledge, practices and experiences available in the AIR and beyond, by activating a Knowledge Brokerage Service (KBS) to be run for the entire duration of the project. The project will also investigate concrete options to keep KBS alive also beyond the project duration and ensure its longer term durability (e g. through establishing a MSP-ICZM Platform Facility under the EUSAIR platform). KBS will provide easy access to relevant and recent results from projects, research and statuary ICZM and MSP processes to project partners and main stakeholders in the area, therefore acting as a link between producers and users of actionable knowledge. The service will also promote innovative and successful practices like (i) use Blue-Green Corridor concept; (ii) multi-level governance best practices (bottom-up) to better influence decision at national and transnational level, in line with the new policy objective "Europe closer to citizens" (this activity is also linked also with inter-pillar project TSG1/3).

WP3 will also work on knowledge gaps related to the state of coastal and marine ecosystem in the AIR, including their state and the impacts from human activities. Specific monitoring and investigation needs at regional and sub-regional level, having a transboundary component, will be identified and actions to implement them - will be discussed and agreed (e.g. joint monitoring programs, coordinated studies, etc.)

Finally, capitalizing from results of recent projects (SUPREME), WP3 will also update and complement the assessment of environmental status and maritime activities in the AIR (the so called "initial assessment").

· Activity T3.1 - Knowledge Brokerage Service (KBS) for ICZM and MSP in the AIR

The purpose of KBS is to support identification, access, interpretation and utilisation of ICZM/MSP research findings and implementation experiences for practical uptake across the AIR. A combination of different activities will be organized, including e.g. preparation of tailored messages (e.g. executive summaries about research results; selection of key project deliverables; summaries from pilot experiences and good practices and from experiences/practices) and the organization of interactive activities engaging researchers and representatives/practioners of ICZM/MSP responsible institutions.
The Geoportal of the Adriatic-Ionian Region will be used as online tool for KBS. The Geoportal will act as gate to access to the selected actionable knowledge. Possibility to provide a customized space for on-line interactions among stakeholders (e.g. on-line Forums) will be also considered. 
The KBS will organize workshops, small group meetings, interviews, webinars and other exchange events. Opportunities for promotion of successful practices and concepts will be organized e.g. for marine litter pollution prevention; Blue-Green Corridors; multi-level governance best practices. Exchanges with other macro-regional experiences will be also organized, for some specific topics (e.g. marine litter pollution prevention; consideration of climate change mitigation and adaptation related measures in MSP).
· Activity T3.2 - Testing knowledge brokerage service: completing the Initial Assessment

The KBS will be tested through the preparation of the updated Initial Assessment (IA) on the state of Adriatic-Ionian coast and sea, including the information related to non-EU countries, complementing the AI prepared under SUPREME project. A workshop with non-EU countries will be organized to illustrate the work done under SUPREME and the information available through the Geoportal. 
· Activity T3.3 - Plan for a ICZM/MSP Knowledge Platform for the AIR 
A Plan for a ICZM/MSP Knowledge Platform for the AIR will be prepared illustrating opportunities and need to provide durability to the KBS beyond the project. Options for responsible institution and possible funding opportunities will be identified. The ICZM/MSP Knowledge Platform for the AIR will become a practical tool to support EUSAIR in implementing MSP and ICZM in the macroregion in the years to come.

· Activity T3.4- Analysis of knowledge gaps

Considering the state-of-knowledge available in the AIR and achieved through previous projects (e.g. SUPREME, PORTODIMARE, GREVISLIN, PAP/RAC CAMP projects), knowledge gaps related with marine and coastal environment and human activities will be identified at Adriatic-Ionian scale and at sub-regional scale. Differently from the gaps addressed by Activity T2.1, these gaps are represented by completely missing data (at the required time and spatial scale) that demand for additional monitoring/survey/collection effort to be collected. Both ICZM and MSP data needs will be considered. Also other relevant environmental data and knowledge needs are considered (e.g. data needs from MSFD), with particular focus to those related to marine litter pollution prevention and management and those related to adaptation to climate change. A report on knowledge gaps on marine and coastal environment (natural and human components) will be prepared including both the entire Adriatic-Ionian dimension and the sub-regional dimension (4 sub-regions).
· Activity T3.5 - Addressing knowledge gaps in the AIR

Results from analysis of knowledge gap (T3.3) and the updated IA (T3.2) will be discussed in a workshop involving all participating countries. The workshop will be aimed at identifying most relevant knowledge gaps that prevent the preparation of complete ICZM/MSP plans and the sustainable management of the coastal and marine ecosystems in the AIR. Knowledge gaps of cross-border/transboundary relevance and highlighted. Activities on common actions to be activated in order to fill the gaps will be identified and discussed. Initiatives under EUSAIR will be identified (e.g. agreements, projects, etc.). Possible updates of national MSFD marine monitoring programmes, taking into consideration regional and sub-regional approach, will be also discussed. During the workshop, sub-regional working groups will be organized to discuss the specificity of knowledge gaps and actions needed at sub-regional scale in the 4 sub-regional areas.

4.4.4 WP4 - Implementation of transnational cooperation activities
WP4 will implement practical means of cooperation between project partners providing the bases for cooperation foreseen by the MSP Directive among Member States (Art. 11) and third countries (Art.12). The ultimate aim of such cooperation is ensuring that maritime spatial plans are coherent and coordinated across the marine region, especially taking into account issues of a transnational nature. In this direction, WP4 will identify options for environmentally sustainable transboundary planning and management of coastal and maritime activities in the AIR. 
High level goals and management objectives for the AIR are already available from the results ADRIPLAN project, also integrating strategic objectives from the EUSAIR Action Plan. Both marine and coastal perspectives are considered at all scales of analysis and the specific tools are taken into account at all geographic scales. At each scale particular focus will be given to actions targeting (i) marine litter pollution prevention and management; and (ii) climate change mitigation and adaptation.
Capitalizing from the study prepared by UNEP/MAP PAP/RAC in 2019 "Pan Adriatic Scope on MSP in the Adriatic" (prepared in the framework of the GEF Adriatic project), WP4 will prepare a final strategic document for ICZM and MSP in the AIR. Analysis and discussion will be then brought at sub-regional scale and 4 strategic documents will be prepared for each sub-region, including specific visions, high level goals and management objectives. Finally 4 pilot cases will be developed, one in each sub-region, putting in practice the principles of sustainable development and environmental conservation. 
Pilot cases will assess environmental implications of present and future uses of the sea and identify transboundary/cross-border measures (both spatial and non-spatial) needed to maximize environmental sustainability, to guarantee good ecological status is reached or maintained and biodiversity is adequately protected/improved. For each pilot area the most relevant maritime activities will be identified and their impact will be assessed using the tools identified under WP3. Alternative management scenarios will be identified and compared with the present situation. Where pertinent: (i) tools like blue-green corridors will be envisaged; (ii) analysis of land-sea-interactions and their evolution in future are considered; (iii) measures to prevent and manage marine litter pollution under a River Basin Management approach are foreseen; (iv) specific contribution to CC-mitigation and adaptation are included.

· Activity T4.1 - Pan Adriatic transboundary cooperation on MSP

A strategic document for ICZM and MSP in the AIR will be finalized, capitalizing results from ADRIPLAN project and the study prepared by UNEP/MAP PAP/RAC in 2019 "Pan Adriatic Scope on MSP in the Adriatic". The strategic document will be discussed in a workshop organized in the EUSAIR context (e.g. EUSAIR Forum) engaging non only representatives from all partners but also major relevant stakeholders in the AIR (workshop at macro-regional level). The finalized strategic document will be presented to EUSAIR for formal adoption as common framework for transboundary cooperation on MSP in the AIR. Proposed adoption also under the Barcelona Convention can be envisaged. Exchanges with other macro-regional strategies will be also activated (e.g. West Med Initiatives).
· Activity T4.2 - Towards sub-regional / cross-boundary ICZM & MSP

Four sub-regional analysis will be developed for each sub-region in the AIR. For each area a specific, common vision for coastal and marine future development will be agreed. Major trans-boundary / cross-border challenges will be identified. Coastal areas will be also assessed under a ICZM perspective. In each sub-region, where pertinent, (i) tools like blue-green corridors can be envisaged; (ii) analysis of land-sea-interactions and their evolution in future are considered; (iii) measures to prevent and manage marine litter pollution under a River Basin Management approach are foreseen; (iv) specific contribution to climate change mitigation and adaptation are included. Four workshops will be organized with partners and relevant stakeholders from each sub-region (workshop at macro-regional level) in order to discuss the draft vision documents.
· Activity T4.3 - Pilot case 1: the northern Adriatic and the Gulf of Trieste
The gulf of Trieste is a very sensitive area, also due to its limited depth and in particular to the presence of a significant number of coastal and marine socio-economic activities. More in general, the entire northern Adriatic plays a relevant role in terms of marine traffic: in this area five ports (Koper, Ravenna, Rijeka, Venice, and Trieste) have gathered considerable importance within the logistical platform of the North Adriatic Port Association (NAPA). 

One of the most important environmental impacts of the maritime transport sector in the Adriatic Sea, and in the gulf of Trieste specifically, is represented by potential ship accidents and the consequent risk of oil spills. Maritime traffic is also related to marine pollution in general, marine noise and the introduction of invasive species through ballast waters, which seriously affect marine and coastal biodiversity. Maritime traffic represents also one major LSI in the area due to the presence of ports connecting sea-land-borne transportation. 

Conflicts for space may arise with other relevant maritime uses in the region, like aquaculture and fisheries (in particular in the gulf of Trieste), costal and maritime tourism, exploration and potential exploitation of submarine hydrocarbon resources. Moreover, the northern Adriatic hosts ecosystems, habitats and species of great importance and vulnerability, and actually overlaps with one of the Mediterranean EBSAs. 

As highlighted by the PAP/RAC study Pan Adriatic Scope (2019), a common transboundary approach to MSP would contribute in solving major conflicts among maritime sectors and between maritime uses and environmental protection needs, as well as to prevent pollution (also due to marine litter), define common shipping operation and safety approaches, and decrease the oil spill risk. Cooperation can also investigate synergies among currently conflicting activities, as in the case of enabling specific typologies of fishing in the area of the separate navigation scheme in the Gulf of Trieste. Finally, as far as LSI is concerned, together with the presence of ports, also the need for protection of land-sea transition system should be considered as a major issue in the area.

· Activity T4.4 - Pilot case 2: Pomo/Jabuka Pit in the central Adriatic
The Jabuka/Pomo pit in the central Adriatic Sea has been identified since as a valuable marine areas and various attempts to protect is have been undertaken by national and supranational authorities (GFCM and the European Commission), research institutes (e.g. through the FAO-AdriaMed scientific cooperation initiative), NGOs and cooperation projects (e.g. MedReAct and Adriatic Recovery Project).
In 2014 the Jabuka/Pomo pit was declared  an “Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Area” (EBSA), according to the criteria adopted by the 9th COP of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) . In 2017 GFCM established a Fisheries Restricted Area (FRA) in the Jabuka/Pomo pit banning demersal fisheries . 

As highlighted by the PAP/RAC study Pan Adriatic Scope (2019), cooperation in the Jabuka/Pomo pit area should continue to focus on sustainable management of fishing activity and natural resources and habitats. In particular considering: (i) Regulation of access and fishing times within the FRA as well as of and other activities that may affect the Jabuka/Pomo pit; (ii) Monitoring of fishing activities aimed at acquiring the management elements useful for the protection of the pit habitats and optimization of withdrawal activities; (iii); (iv) Joint development of scientific research programs in the fields of ecology, marine biology and fisheries in order to ensure systematic knowledge of the area; (v) Further strengthening of cooperation within GFCM so as to continue regulating fishing activities on a regional level (applicable to third countries, that are contracting parties to the GFCM, as well).
· Activity T4.5. Pilot case 3: the bay of Neum-Klek, the bay of Mali Ston and the Neretva delta in the southern Adriatic
The bay of Mali Ston, the bay of Neum-Klek and the Neretva Delta form a very sensitive and high value area. Although still limited, pollution in this part of the Adriatic Sea may come from multiple sources: intensive maritime transport, which might result in oil spills and noise pollution, pollution from rivers as a result of excessive use of nitrates for agriculture purposes on land, insufficient wastewater treatment and not-properly managed landfills. Neum bay in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Mali Ston bay in Croatia are considered "endangered areas" due to intensive aquaculture in the area close to the Neretva River Delta. In addition, touristic pressure in the area is responsible of impacts on the sensitive marine biodiversity.

As highlighted by the PAP/RAC study Pan Adriatic Scope (2019), cross-border cooperation on MSP between Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia could provide benefits for the preservation and protection of this area. This cooperation should focus on the elaboration of methodologies and/or guidelines for common approaches to MSP and on specific MSP issues, as in particular: development of common visions, elaboration of common strategies and/or strategic objectives, data and information sharing, etc. Key elements to focus on include: protection of highly sensitive and high value natural areas, management of economic and touristic pressure factors and improvement of eco-connectivity. Indeed, this area figures out as relevant for the application of the blue-green corridor approach, to enhance environmental protection and reduce conflicts with land and sea-based human activities. 

· Activity T4.6. Pilot case 4: the Otranto channel
The strait of Otranto connects the Adriatic Sea with the Ionian Sea and separates Italy from Albania. The coexistence of multiple uses of the area determines strong LSI both at the morphological level (coastal erosion), and at the chemical and biological level (alteration of sea and brackish waters) and of land degradation, with negative repercussions also at a socio-economic level.

Otranto channel also overlaps with the EBSA of South Adriatic Ionian Straight. This area contains important habitats for various species of marine megafauna, all of which are listed in Annex II of SPA/BD Protocol. Benthos includes deep-sea cold water coral communities and deep-sea sponge aggregations, representing important biodiversity reservoirs and contributing to the trophic recycling of organic matter. Tuna, swordfish and sharks are also common in this area.

The feasibility study of the CAMP Italy-Albania project has identified the following topics for transboundary cooperation in the area: (i) prevention and reduction of pollution from ships, combating pollution in case of emergency, linked and connected with maritime traffic, and maritime activities in general (including offshore); (ii) prevention of pollution by trans-boundary movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal; (iii) protection of the sea against pollution from land-based sources and activities; (iv) prevention and elimination of pollution by discharges from boats, airships, or incineration at sea (dumping); (v) protection of the sea from pollution caused by offshore activities, exploration and exploitation of the continental Shelf, the sea floor and its subsoil; (vi) protection and improvement of the state of natural and cultural heritage.
The following topics - highlighted by the PAP/RAC study Pan Adriatic Scope (2019) - could be also considered for transboundary cooperation: (vii) the relevance of the landscape and seascape of the area in relation to sustainable tourism and its management; (viii) marine litter, including the evaluation of impacts and the quantification of related costs for important industries such as fisheries and tourism; (ix) MPAs, Other Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures (OECMs) and other Area-Based Management Tools (ABMTs). 

4.4.5 WP5 - Communication

The objective of WP5 is to raise awareness on the need for spatial planning of the coast and the sea, in order to ensure sustainable development of the AIR. The final aim of this WP is to enhance the social dimension of ICZM and MSP and to spread knowledge about the opportunities and advantages offered by them. All activities will have as their common denominator the dissemination of information on spatial planning as a tool for appropriate marine ecosystem management, in order to achieve multiple environmental benefits (e.g. conservation of biodiversity, protection from pollution of the shared sea, conservation of marine resources for a durable exploitation). Concrete benefits of MSP and ICZM for young generations and local communities will be highlighted (e.g. job creation, better quality of the environment, etc.).
Objectives will be pursued by creating a Communication Action Plan that will involve all partners. The definition of a communication network between the project partners will ensure coordination in communication activities throughout the AIR. 

As part of WP5 various activities will be carried out, addressed specifically to different target groups: young people, local communities, NGOs, the large public.
· Activity T5.1 Communication Action Plan

A Plan will be prepared describing in detail the communication activities to be undertaken and identifying responsible partners and timing for implementation. The Plan will specify the contents and formats of the communication materials to be prepared, locations, dates and contents of the events and the project communication identify (e.g. project logo, features for social media profiles, etc.).
· Activity T5.2 Brochure on the advantages of ICZM/MSP

To local communities and NGOs a publication will be addressed, explaining challenges and opportunities offered by the coastal and marine planning with links to the 4 pilot cases. The publication will be prepared in English with summaries in the languages of the AIR.
· Activity T5.3. Communication events
Targeted events addressed to young people will be organized in university colleges and/or high schools. Information will be focussed on dissemination of winning cases of public participation in MSP. Focussed communication materials will be prepared to be used during the events.
The publication prepared under T5.1 will be presented in four public events across the AIR. During these events, successful examples of participation of local communities to planning processes will be illustrated and discussed.
Two cross-border public events at AIR scale at the beginning and at the end of the project will be organized, addressed to academics, planners, community leaders and decision-makers. These events will represent key moments of communication on the common challenges and need for transnational cooperation on ICZM and MSP.

· Activity T5.4. On-line communication and social media
A specific section of the portal developed to support the Knowledge Brokerage Service will be dedicated to "non-conventional" target users (young people, local communities, NGOs) to provide synthetic information on ICZM/MSP in the AIR, progress of implementation and news about the process, opportunities for public participation and other events.
The EUSAIR Platform: http://esp.aimacroregion.eu/ developed by Regione Marche in the Facility Point Project will be used to disseminate the Knowledge Brokerage Service on MSP-ICM to the large stakeholder community and the public. 
To all the target groups identified above and to the general public other communication activities will be addressed: press releases, dedicated project page on program site, project profiles on social networks (Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, Linkedin). Through these activities, in addition to promoting ICZM and MSP, suggestions and comments will be collected that could be used for the development of the project activities, thus additionally promoting participation and involvement of the entire territory.

4.5 Preliminary budget breakdown

	WP1 - Project management
	€ 300,000

	WP2 - Shared knowledge platforms
	€ 600,000

	Geoportal and data
	€ 300,000

	Tools and applications
	€ 300,000

	WP3 - Capitalization and gaps
	€ 800,000

	Knowledge Brokerage Service
	€ 600,000

	Updated Initial Assessment
	€ 100,000

	Knowledge Gaps
	€ 100,000

	WP4 - Implementation
	€ 1,000,000

	Pilot case 1
	€ 200,000

	Pilot case 2
	€ 200,000

	Pilot case 3
	€ 200,000

	Pilot case 4
	€ 200,000

	All the other activities
	€ 200,000

	WP5 - Communication
	€ 300,000

	TOTAL
	€ 3,000,000


Prepared by EUSAIR FACILITY POINT Project Partner:
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