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11th meeting of the Thematic Steering Group for

Pillar 3 – Environmental Quality

under the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR)

12th-13th November 2019

 DRAFT MINUTES

Venue: 
Hotel Bosnia, Kulovića 9, 71000 Sarajevo, BiH.
Chairs: 
Pillar 3 Coordinators: Senad Oprašić (BiH). 

Participants:
The members of the EUSAIR Thematic Steering Group 3 (TSG 3), representatives of EUSAIR Facility Point Lead Partner (GODC) and Project partners Municipality of Izola (Sl), representative of external expert for Monitoring and evaluation from Slovenia (Annex 1).

Five countries (SI, IT, SR, HR, BiH) out of the eight were represented at the meeting. The Chair verified that the quorum wasn’t reached due to the fact that Italy
 wasn’t present at Day 1, the decisions could therefore be taken on Day 2 when consensus among all the countries represented, including Italy, was provided. 

Item 1: The Agenda was presented by the Co-Chair Senad Oprašić. After agreement on postponing Item 8 on Day 2 the revised Agenda was adopted.  
Conclusions under Item 1:

C.1. The Agenda was presented by the Co-Chair Senad Oprašić and it was proposed and adopted to postpone item 8 to day 2.
Item 2: The minutes of the 10th TSG3 meeting (Zagreb, March 2019) were subject to revision. Besides already sent and included amendments from HR and IT were no additional comments or amendments to the minutes.

 Conclusions under Item 2:

C.2. The minutes of the 10th TSG3 meeting (Zagreb, March 2019) were subject to revision. Since there were no additional comments or amendments the minutes were adopted.
Item 3: Co-chair Senad Oprašić presented the outcomes of the Technical Pillar Coordinators meeting (PC meeting). At the PC meeting was reported the work done within TSG 3: conclusions from the 10th TSG 3 meeting from Zagreb (HR), organized TSG 3 workshop and first inter-pillar joint conference of TSG 3 and 4 within Mediterranean Coast and EU MRS Week 2019 and presented the improvement of the project development process as well the work ahead for next year (Annex 1). 
Nadine Lakhal (DG Regio) presented additional information from GB regarding the Program of Serbian presidency. Since Serbia is not sharing the see the focus of next year presidency will be connection of the hinterland with the sea. What would be interesting for TSG 3 pillar in relation to the topics is prevention, restoration, reconstruction of devastating floods. Also a new topic was presented that concerns migration in the region for which dedicated events will be organized. As far as concern the organisation of the TSG 3 pillar session at the 5th EUSAIR Forum a reminder from EC is to focus not on number of speakers but quality of contents. 

Item 4: A recap of the Governing Board, 21th– 22st October 2019, Beograd, Serbia was presented by Ines Grenc (FP LP). Main points were: 5th EUSAIR Forum will be on 11-15 May 2020 in Belgrade, Serbia; preparation of next programming period: GB agreed that it is necessary to accelerate the work on the proposed course of action with regard to the Position Paper. In order to support the inclusion of EUSAIR priorities in the IPA III programming framework 2021-2027, the Chair will draft a letter to be sent to DG NEAR and share the draft prior to sending, with all participating countries, Following the inclusion of North Macedonia in the EUSAIR, a discussion on reorganization of EUSAIR pillars could be launched at next GB meeting (for detailed outcomes see Annex 2).
Item 5: As recap of the Mediterranean Coast and Macro-regional strategies week 2019 was shown the official video of the event. Within the video were presented: EUSAIR Communication workshop (FP LP) and How to communicate macro-regionals strategies workshop (INTERACT), presented by FP LP and PP; TSG 3 workshop How to progress from TSG 3 priorities towards EUSAIR Macro-regional projects, presented by PCs and FP PP; TSG 3/4 joint conference Evaluation and preservation of the environment for tourism, and other events.
Item 6: FP PP Izola presented the roadmap of activities done for the project development from last TSG 3 meeting in March 2019 till 11th TSG 3 meeting in November. After the presentation Martina Bocci, external support for development of mono-pillar project concept ICZM&MSP, presented the first draft of the project concept followed by TSG 3 members’ discussion (Annex 3). BiH proposed to include activities that tackle economic issues including social dimension. Also important is to involve all countries including North Macedonia. In order to involve them in the project is needed to include one of the key issue that is marine litter, especially prevention of marine litter. A proposal is also to include activities for exchange of inter-macro-regional project activities (not inter-pillar) e.g. climate change and marine litter can connect all MRS. After the presentation and discussion among TSG 3 members a deadline for further amendments of the project concept was agreed.
Conclusion under Item 6:

C.3. After the presentation of the first draft of ICZM&MSP project concept, it will be sent to TSG 3 members in revision. Comments/amendments should be sent until the 10th of December 2019.

C.4. TSG 3 members agreed to include marine litter prevention in the proposal in order to include all TSG 3 countries including North Macedonia.
Item 7: FP PP Izola presented the amended Monitoring and evaluation of the EUSAIR MRS in the framework of Facility Point followed by the discussion of TSG 3 members (Annex 4). Already sent comments by Croatia before the meeting are included in these minutes, as follows: 
Comments sent by Croatia
 for Monitoring and evaluation process within WP 3 EUSAIR Facility Point project for TSG 3- VERSION 2, 12. 08. 2019:
· In general, HR would like to point out in the introduction that the proposed document is missing reference to the source of the information in the text. Also, since EUSAIR also applies to non-EU countries, when describing e.g. EU financial instruments for the 2014-2020 programming period, there is a lack of analysis of other EU funding instruments for which non-EU countries are eligible (e.g. IPA II, CBC). HR also think that the document should refer to the Catania Declaration (2018) which has a provision for inclusion of priorities of the Macro-regional strategies into national OPs.

· Considering the marine environment and B1.1 Reducing the threats and protecting biodiversity in coastal and marine protected areas, HR would like to suggested to consider the inclusion of underwater noise, which is one of the significant pressures on marine species. 

· Related to page 15, the data given is from 2012 and as such do not include Natura 2000 offshore areas, HR proposes that the results of the EU Cohenet project is incorporated into this chapter. https://www.adriatic-ionian.eu/event/cohenet-conference-ecosystem-based-networks-of-mpas/.

· For Chapter 3.2.3 TRANSNATIONAL TERRESTRIAL HABITATS AND BIODIVERSITY data for non-EU countries is missing.

· The chapter RECAP 3: AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING ENVIRONMENT - TRANSNATIONAL TERRESTRIAL HABITATS AND OTHER INDICATORS. In the table with the data for Natura 2000 sites, the EU and non-EU countries should be separated since the non EU countries do not have designated Natura 2000 sites, as the obligation through the implementation of EU Directives.

· In the chapter - The Recap 2 table shows that even though there is data on the “Marine protected areas (MPA)” along the coastline and wider into the sea, the status of wider MPA is not as good as in smaller MPA, it is unclear why this conclusion or clarification was reached for the larger MPA / smaller MPA. Section 5.1. - when the facts are stated in the text, they should be linked to the references or a footnote should be inserted.

· The text mentions EU funding - a link between the LIFE program and the ERDF, but it is not clear why it refers only to regional operational programs - e.g. Republic of Croatia in the financial perspective 2014-2020 is implementing OP at national level.

· The document needs to be updated to reflect new guidelines / priorities and policies at EU and global level. (e.g. missing link to IPBES Report 2019, CBD post 2020 Global Biodiversity Framework, European Green Deal), which will certainly have an impact on future policies and the impact on MRS.

· Section 5.2. population growth is said to be the main pressure in this macro-region, but HR would disagree. In the Republic of Croatia, for certain types of valuable habitats, such as grasslands, the cause of succession occurs precisely because of depopulation.

· For claims made in a document such as e.g. Accordingly, each year the EU countries lose 3% of GDP due to the loss of biodiversity. That costs the EU €450 billion year after year, please indicate the source of the information.

· Table 5.5.1 RELEVANT PROJECTS describing projects is not fully completed.

· Also a table c) Protection and enhancement of natural terrestrial habitats and ecosystems.

· In Chapter 8, the table, the indicated indicator Number of species and observations per sea region, is unclear. We would ask if the indicators can also indicate the source of the database to measure them.

Conclusion under Item 7:

C.5. The TSG 3 members approved the interim working document and give mandate to external expert Municipality of Izola to integrate document with all comments in the Minutes of the present meeting and represent second version of interim document at the next TSG 3 meeting for presentation, discussion and approval of the second version of interim document.
Item 9: FP PP Izola presented the state of the art of the developing process of inter-pillar projects. The approval of FPP extension (date of project conclusion 31. 12. 2019) for two years in order to allow the inter-pillar project to develop into bankable ones and to find appropriate funding is still subject of awaiting confirmation from EC. Once this is known further steps for project concept developing can be taken. 
Item 10: FP PP Izola presented the draft of TSG 3 Annual report, needed steps for preparation of final version to be approved and next steps: TSG 3 Annual report will be sent in revision to TSG 3 members on 20th November 2019 and collect all comments/proposals/amendments by 13th December 2019. The written procedure for approval of the Annual report will be launched on 10th January 2020.  

Next steps under Item 10:

C.6. Next steps: TSG 3 members agreed that the Annual report will be sent on 20th November 2019 for revision and amendments. The comments have to be sent by 13th December 2019. The written procedure for approval of the Annual report will be launched on 10th January 2020.
Item 11: FP PP Izola presented the TSG 3 Activity plan with already identified TSG 3 events followed by a TSG3 members brainstorming for other possible events in 2020. All proposals were included in the Activity plan (Annex 5). After the discussion Serbia presented the upcoming event Round table on “Development and drafting of joint plans for cross-border habitats and ecosystems management, and joint plans for managing big carnivores”. The event will be held on 17th December in Belgrade at the premises of Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Regarding organisational issues one participating expert per country can be financed by the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative (AII) secretariat from Ancona and some by EUSAIR FP (only for EUSAIR key implementers). The activities included within the event comprise/merge with one activity in Balkan countries –  from an ongoing project in Turkey: EU Environment Partnership Programme for Accession (EPPA). Within this project one activity is dedicated to further implementation for EU strategies including all MRS with more focus on Danube MRS and AI MRS that can be useful for the event. Serbian STG 3 member is in contact with the project representatives and DG Environment who will be present at the round table. Also activity with good relevance for the event of the Turkeys project is the development of study with analysis on green infrastructure, deployment and development of Albania, Macedonia, Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina with the aim of improving green connectivity of this region, another activity include MPAs (MNE, Albania, Bosnia). These activities cover topic 2 of EUSAIR Action plan for TSG 3 and 3 of 5 actions: - joint management for cross-border habitats and ecosystems; joint population management plans for carnivores and awareness-raising activities; harmonisation and enforcement of national laws. All TSG 3 members are invited to send proposals for the round table, that will be included in the Agenda. 
Item 12: considering that Serbia has no sea the TSG 3 panel session for the 5th EUSAIR Forum should focus on green and blue corridor connectivity issues, ecosystem management and similar topics that don’t include sea. Nevertheless, the official Serbian presidency program is not confirmed yet as well the main topic of the Forum. This allow all TSG 3 members and respective countries enough time to identify and propose relevant themes. To avoid last minute organisation of TSG 3 panel session and possible side event TSG 3 members agreed that Serbian TSG 3 member will send officially confirmed information about the Forum topic and presidency programme. Afterwards TSG 3 members will collect all proposals and approve them at next TSG 3 meeting, which will be held 4-5 March 2020, Belgrade, Serbia, after next GB or by possible written procedure. Italy proposed that possible themes can be also identified at the upcoming round table in Belgrade (17th December 2019). 
Next steps under Item 12:

C.7. – next steps: TSG 3 members will receive the official Serbian presidency program for EUSAIR and the theme of the 5th EUSAIR Forum based on which possible themes for Panel session and side events will be identified by next TSG 3 meeting. Possible themes will be sent by TSG 3 members before the meeting.

Item 13: Nadine Lakhal (DG Regio) provided TSG 3 members with information about the Interreg 30 anniversary which will be in 2020. In collaboration with Interact and communication unit of EC there will be several events organized to cover all programmes of Interreg (CBC, IPA, INTERREG, etc.).  Very welcome are also proposal of other events organized within this framework. So possible events of TSG 3 can be organized, not only in the EUSAIR Forum framework. 
Italy raised the topic of EUSAIR new entry North Macedonia, with the aim to understand its role in the process, since an established, very symmetric, structure of eight countries is already in its full function. Nadine Lakhal (DG Region) explained that nevertheless of the existing structure Northern Macedonia was asked where are its interest in collaboration. It turned out that was Pillar 2 that interests N. Macedonia the most – to become pillar coordinator, which is now subject to discussion and negotiation. Proposal like being an observing country or work on cross-cutting issue were not favourable. For TSG 3 is relevant to include Norther Macedonia in at least one of the project concept, also invite them at the meetings. 
Following discussion about next TSG 3 meeting under Item 12 TSG 3 members agreed that next meeting will be 4-5 March 2020 in Belgrade. 
Conclusion under Item 13:

C.8. Next step: TSG 3 members agree that next TSG 3 meeting will be 4-5 March 2020 in Belgrade, Serbia.

� The lack of quorum during the Day 1 of the meeting was due a late arrival of Italian participant due to force majeure. Conclusions of Day 1 were presented to the Italian member after arrival and adopted on Day 2


� Sent by e-mail to TSG 3 coordinators on Monday, November 11, 2019.
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