PROJECT IDEA/CONCEPT DRAFT TEMPLATE
The aim of the project concept is to gather labelled projects of each TSG to be further developed to become bankable projects. 
	Project title
	Secure diversity through a holistic approach on for the most threatened Mediterranean conifer ecosystems: combining genetic, physiology, biodiversity indexes, germination and restoration.

	Acronym
	SEC-DIV-CONIFERS

	Applicant/Lead partner (name, country & contacts)
	Greece as a lead promoter.
Laboratory of Forest Genetics & Biotechnology, Institute of Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems, Athens

Dr. Ev. V. Avramidou, Hellenic Agricultural Organisation “Demeter” 

Also, public-national institutions, Ministries and regional authorities, university departments in relative fields. In general, competent key stakeholders and authorities in all the involved m-s of EUSAIR region. 

	Other partners (including address, e-mail, phone, fax, contact person)
	As listed above. In general, competent key stakeholders and authorities in all the involved m-s of EUSAIR region.

	General objective
	The main objective of this project will be the study of genetic, physiology, biodiversity and germination indicators in order to enhance and protect terrestrial ecosystems of carnivores.
Forest genetic resources (FGR) are essential part of the adaptation and evolutionary processes of forest ecosystems. Therefore, the conservation and appropriate use of FGR have a crucial importance for sustainable forest management in the light of climatic change. A high level of variety of genetic variability safeguards the potential for forest ecosystems to regenerate, and facilitates their adaptation to environmental changes, as well as improving their resilience and productivity. Marginal tree populations are found at the rear edge of distribution area and considered important due to their genetic information that retain (Fady et al., 2016). Marginal tree populations, constitute a source of valuable FGR for enhancing resilience of forests, due to their specific adaptive and evolutionary potential which may ultimately prevent species extinction under climate changes (Fady et al., 2016). DNA methylation could be involved in short-term responses to environmental changes (Nicotra et al. 2010). Two possible, extreme, cases for the interaction between genetic and epigenetic DNA methylation are known: (i) epigenetic variation can be strongly associated with genetic variation or (ii) epigenetic variation is completely uncoupled from genetic variation (Richards, 2006). No study has addressed the question whether and how much epigenetic variation influences adaptive traits in marginal populations? Will epigenome and genome x epigenome interactions contribute to sustain and conserve important marginal forest tree populations? Whether environmental challenges in marginal populations influence developing system of wild cherry, and whether there is a relationship between fluctuating asymmetry and stress? Thus, conclusions that will be produced from the associations of genotype, epi-genotype and phenotype will be of paramount importance for the protection and conservation of marginal forest tree populations. 


	Workplan and activities 

	Work plan (tbd) 

The activities may involve: field visits, field data collection, exchange information with competent authorities, installation of necessary equipment, others (tbd)



	Expected results/outcomes
	The main outcome of this project idea will be the sustainability security of forest ecosystems through the extended study of genetic, physiology, biodiversity and germination indicators in order to enhance and protect terrestrial ecosystems of carnivores. 
(tbd)



	Identified source of funds for the implementation of project idea/concept 
	It will be identified during project development.

	Relevance to the following priority actions from the EUSAIR ACTION PLAN for Pillar:
	To what extent does the project contribute to the implementation of at least 1 of the following priority actions? (description)

	Pillar 1 BLUE GROWTH
Topic 1.1 Blue technologies 
Topic 1.2. Fisheries and aquaculture
Topic 1.3. Maritime and marine governance and services 

	

	Pillar 2 CONNECTING THE REGION
Topic 2.1. Maritime transport
Topic 2.2. Intermodal connections to the hinterland
Topic 2.3. Energy networks
	

	Pillar 3 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Topic 3.1. The marine environment
1.a. Threat to coastal and marine biodiversity; 
1.b. Pollution of the sea; 
Topic 3.2 Transnational terrestrial habitats and biodiversity

	This project idea fully complies with the priority action Topic 3.2 Transnational terrestrial habitats and biodiversity
(tbd)

	Pillar 4. SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
Topic 4.1. Diversified tourism offer (products and services)
Topic 4.2. Sustainable and responsible tourism management (innovation and Quality)
	

	Relation to other pillars of the EUSAIR
	Is the project relevant for other EUSAIR topics? If yes, to what extent does it contribute to their objectives? (description)

	Pillar 1 BLUE GROWTH
Pillar 2 CONNECTING THE REGION
Pillar 3 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Pillar 4. SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
Topics:
4.1. Diversified tourism offer (products and services)
4.2. Sustainable and responsible tourism management (innovation and Quality)
	This project idea refers to topic 3.2 Transnational terrestrial habitats and biodiversity of Pillar 3. It concerns also the Pillar 4 Sustainable Tourism, in a sense that it will contribute to the protection and resilience of important ecosystems of forests, which in the member states of EUSAIR serve as popular destinations for visitors from the native countries and abroad, accommodate various entertaining activities.  The project idea complies with one of the main priorities set by Sustainable Tourism, topic 4.2 Sustainable and responsible tourism management. 
(tbd)

	Macro-regional impact 
	The main objective of this project idea is to further improve the cohesion and collaboration within all the m-s of EUSAIR. The outcomes of the research will be a valuable tool for dealing with crucial matters such as the climate change adaptation and the resilience of the ecosystems of carnivores. The m-s of the EUSAIR share similar ecosystems, so the tools, objectives and measures of the research on how to further manage them would be beneficial for all partners involved. 

	Compliance with six broad criteria (see below)
	To what extent does the project comply with the Broad Criteria of EUSAIR? (description – please seek guidance in the table clarifying the Broad Criteria)

	Broad Criteria
	

	Address priorities and well-substantiated needs expressed by countries, regions and stakeholders or Commission services and be widely supported.
	(tbd)

	Demonstrate a transnational, if not macro-regional, scope or impact
	(tbd)

	Be realistic and credible
	(tbd

	Build on existing initiatives and have preferably not mandatory reached a fair degree of maturity
	(tbd)

	Pay attention to cross-cutting aspects
	(tbd)

	Be coherent and mutually supportive
	(tbd)

	Compliance with the Guiding Principles of the respective Pillar 
Take into account the Guiding principles of the Pillar within which the proposed project is developed 
	This project idea fully complies with the overall objective of the pillar 3, which is to address the issue of environmental quality, with respect to marine, coastal and terrestrial ecosystems in the Region. Also, it complies with the objective 2 of Pillar 3, namely: To contribute to the goal of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, and restore them in so far as feasible, by addressing threats to marine and terrestrial biodiversity (Action Plan of EUSAIR {COM (2020) 57 final} {SWD (2014) 190 final).
 

	Duration:
Expected project start and completion date: (day/month/year)
	(tbd)
(tbd)

	Projected Budget & Financial sources 
	Estimated Total cost (€) or Approximate distribution of budget by general category of expenditure and by participating country (%) 
(tbd) 
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	Additional Information
	(tbd)


Filled in Annex 1 should be submitted via e-mail to the following addresses:
TSG 3: e.alexopoulou@prv.ypeka.gr  s.fragou@prv.ypeka.gr  
Based on the information provided in Annex 1 and Annex 2, the EU member state project partner will prepare the ToR for the selection of external experts. 
