Dear Staša and other colleagues from the FP LP team

Thank you very much for the message and kind reminder.

In relation to the item 8, please note we have no comments on the macro-regional priorities proposed by the TSGs. This means also that we cannot accept proposals added later during some national consultations, our understanding is that such proposals must be previously agreed in the relevant TSGs.

In relation to my role of EU Funds NC as representative of the Office of National IPA Coordinator (NIPAC) of Bosnia and Herzegovina and my obligation to perform the consultations with the DG NEAR and EUD in Sarajevo, we inform you we contacted the Directorate for the WB in DG NEAR in March 2019 and got their response in May, just before the Forum in Budva. Apparently they considered our ideas were coming too early since the IPA III regulation had been far from completion. They are also telling they are already supporting the MRSs through the contributions for the TNPs and that there are some other sources of funds.

As mentioned at the last GB meeting in Belgrade, on 25 October, during the regular coordination meeting of the NIPACs with the DG NEAR, we got some new information on IPA III (25 October 2019). 

Obviously the time schedule related to preparation of important documents, procedures and templates on IPA III is currently very uncertain.  On the basis of current information and the answers we got at the meeting from very relevant DG NEAR’s authority, the only space for our (NIPAC Office) action with regard to mentioned in the subject will be during the preparation of strategic responses when this starts, and only if all countries do it simultaneously. Previously, it is my understanding, when the consultations on new framework (one for all Western Balkan) starts, all interested countries will  have to ensure that the future text contain for the EUSAIR appropriate objectives and expected results. The official discussions between the EC, EP and MSs in relation to the proposal of IPA III are awaited (this is maybe point in which our colleagues from Italy, Greece, Slovenia and Croatia may intervene), as well as the ones related to the overall EU MFF (also very much important for IPA III). Changes of current documents and amount are possible. 

To conclude, our understanding is that the DG NEAR will probably not have much against our intentions, the only problem is they cannot act officially in relation to the IPA III before the new MFF is agreed. Will it be too late for our colleagues from the EU MSs we do not know?

Kind regards

*Received by e-mail on 12.11.2019
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Dear Staga and other colleagues from the FP LP team ~

Thank you very much for the message and kind reminder.
In relation to the item 8, please note we have no comments on the macro-regional priorities proposed by the TSGs. This means also that we cannot accept proposals added later during some national consultations, our understanding is that such proposals must be previously agreed in the relevant TSGs.

In relation to my role of EU Funds NC as representative of the Office of National IPA Coordinator (NIPAC) of Bosnia and Herzegovina and my obligation to perform the consultations with the DG NEAR and EUD in Sarajevo, we inform you we contacted the Directorate for the WB in DG NEAR in March 2019 and got their response in May, just
before the Forum in Budva. Apparently they considered our ideas were coming too early since the IPA Il regulation had been far from completion. They are also telling they are already supporting the MRSs through the contributions for the TNPs and that there are some other sources of funds.

As mentioned at the last GB meeting in Belgrade, on 25 October, during the regular coordination meeting of the NIPACS with the DG NEAR, we got some new information on IPA lll (25 October 2019).

Obviously the time schedule related to preparation of important documents, procedures and templates on IPA Iil is currently very uncertain. On the basis of current information and the answers we got at the meeting from very relevant DG NEAR's authority, the only space for our (NIPAC Office) action with regard to mentioned in the
subject will be during the preparation of strategic responses when this starts, and only if all countries do it simultaneously. Previously, it is my understanding, when the consultations on new framewaork (one for all Western Balkan) starts, allinterested countries will have to ensure that the future text contain for the EUSAIR appropriate
objectives and expected results. The official discussions between the EC, EP and MSs in relation to the proposal of IPA Il are awaited (this is maybe point in which our colleagues from Italy, Greece, Slovenia and Croatia may intervene), as well as the ones related to the overall EU MFF (also very much important for IPA Iil. Changes of
current documents and amount are possible.

To conclude, our understanding is that the DG NEAR will probably not have much against our intentions, the only problem is they cannot act officially in relation to the IPA IIl before the new MFF is agreed. Will it be too late for our colleagues from the EU MSs we do not know?

Kind regards

Midhat Dzemic
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Governance and the Rule of Law Programmes
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