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RESULTS OF THE SELECTION OF PRIORITIES DEFINED BY TSG MEMBERS FOR THE POST 2020 (filled-in annex 1 of the Position paper)
Methodology:

Based on the Position Paper, agreed on the 9th Governing Board meeting in February 2019, the TSG members within each Pillar were requested to define, confirm (by agreement of TSG members within the Pillar) and propose the list of Priorities per TSG by mid April. 
	PILLAR 1: BLUE GROWTH


	TITLE (TOPIC)
	Policy objective
	Summary of policy choices
	Justification
	Reference to the tentative possible actions or projects
	Other remarks

	Blue technologies
	(a) a smarter Europe by promoting innovative and smart economic transformation;
ERDF Specific objectives: 

a1) enhancing research and innovation capacities and the uptake of advanced technologies; 

a3) enhancing growth and competitiveness of SMEs;

a4) developing skills for smart specialisation, industrial transition and entrepreneurship
ERDF Fields of intervention (Annex CPR, 375(Final)
002 Investment in fixed assets in small and medium-sized enterprises (including private research centres) directly linked to research and innovation activities 
005 Investment in intangible assets in small and medium-sized enterprises (including private research centres) directly linked to research and innovation activities 

008 Research and innovation activities in small and medium-sized enterprises, including networking 

016 Skills development for smart specialisation, industrial transition and entrepreneurship 

017 Advanced support services for SMEs and groups of SMEs (including management, marketing and design services) 

018 Incubation, support to spin offs and spin outs and start ups
019 Innovation cluster support and business networks primarily benefiting SMEs 

020 Innovation processes in SMEs (process, organisational, marketing, co-creation, user and demand driven innovation) 
021 Technology transfer and cooperation between enterprises, research centres and higher education sector 
133 Enhancing cooperation with partners both within and outside the Member State 

134 Cross-financing under the ERDF (support to ESF-type actions necessary for the implementation of the ERDF part of the operation and directly linked to it) 
135 Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders to implement territorial cooperation projects and initiatives in a cross-border, transnational, maritime and inter-regional context 

(

	Policy choices:

Policy choices for boosting blue technologies in the Adriatic and Ionian Region, must include development of macro-regional research, development and innovation (RDI) platforms in areas such as green sea mobility, deep sea resources, biosecurity and bio-technologies. They must include establishment of Macro-regional clusters in promising sectors such as green shipbuilding and new materials, encouraging the internationalisation of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Coordination between national and regional programmes must enhance and promote the idea of “brain circulation” through mobility of researchers between institutes, universities and companies and facilitate easier access to finance and promotion of the creation of start-ups.

Main results expected:

·  Stronger RDI and cooperation among SMEs and between SMEs, large enterprises and research centres operating in the Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion as qualified segments of the shipbuilding and Blue technologies sectors. 

· Increased networking between researchers, SMEs and clusters linked to the fields of blue technology within the macro-region.

· Increased joint research papers and number of researchers exchanged within the macro-region.


· Coordination between national or regional RDI programmes, research and innovation strategies for smart specialisation (RIS3
),.

 
	Macroregional relevance:

The Adriatic and Ionian Region is short on clustering and fails to fully exploit the advantages that could be gained from better cooperation between research centres and the public and private sectors. There is an insufficient “business resource efficient culture” in the Region resulting from weak involvement of stakeholders and interrelation of business, research and the public sector. Some key sectors, such as shipbuilding, the boating industry and logistics, risk losing competitive leverage while others, such as marine technologies or blue bio-technologies, have not yet developed to their full potential.

To maximise sustainable economic growth and employment as well as business creation based on blue technologies, “brain circulation” between research and business communities must be enhanced, their capacity to network and cooperate increased, and access to seed and venture capital improved.

Possible priorities to be set at national/regional level:

· RDI platforms on green sea mobility, deep sea resources, biosecurity and biotechnologies.

· Encouragement for National, Regional and Macroregional cluster development.

· Enhancement of Researchers mobility in the macroregion.

· Improving access to finance for SMEs and promoting start-ups.

Types of actions to be eligible for financing under proposed regulatory framework 2021-2027:

· Encouragement of clustering & cooperation of enterprises, universities/research institutes and public authorities in the Macro-region.

· Creation of a quadruple helix Clusters.

· Research on blue technologies & prioritisation of its adoption by SMEs in the Macro-region.

· Promotion of blue skills in order for the labour force to be able to handle innovative procedures.

· Reinforcement of networking and knowledge sharing as well as effective creation of marine databanks, within an enhancement of international visibility.

· Operation of one-stop-shops for the support of SMEs. 

· Enhance the competitiveness and sustainability of local and European industry sectors such as pharmaceutical, nutraceuticals cosmetic, industrial biotechnology and fine chemical, through increased efficiency of marine bio-discovery pipelines. 

· Bring broad societal benefits, by allowing development of novel, improved or more economic and eco-friendly end-products and processes.

· Enhance the competitiveness and sustainability of European industry sectors such as consumer products, pharmaceutical, cosmetic, and fine chemicals, through increase efficiency in the enzyme identification-to-market success rate.

· Development of solutions to decarbonise fishing fleets. Provide evidence to policy makers within EU concerning requirements necessary to meet the 2050 decarbonisations target.

· Identification of bioactive compounds through the latest large-scale marine genomics and metagenomic sequencing projects from marine sources of the Macroregion.

· Exploit the rich biodiversity and the variety of molecules, bioactive compounds and biomaterials with unique features, unmatched biochemical diversity and structural complexity coming from the marine macroregion.

Strategic importance:

· Development of skilled human capital on Blue Technologies.

· Creation of new jobs in the field of Blue Growth.

· Know how transfer between EU and IPA countries.

· Cooperation between research and public and private sectors, as well as users, to develop innovative products and services and technology transfer.

· Compliance/adaptation of non-EU countries with EU Acquis.
· Remove barriers to trade and investments.
	Actions/Projects:

· Identification of networking and cooperation mechanisms for promoting and supporting the marine equipment and shipbuilding industry serving maritime transport to find innovative solutions towards safer, more efficient and cleaner ships.

· Research platforms for green shipbuilding, ship & boat building, boating, maritime transport, offshore logistics.

· Research platforms for marine robotics, ROVs, AUVs, specific purpose submarines for seabed documentation using technologies for safer dives such as underwater scooters, underwater georeferenced information using ICT.

· Promotion of start-ups.

· Novel bio-products from the Adriatic Ionian biological resources. 

· Utilisation of Unwanted and Unavoidable catches and discards for the creation of bioactive compounds for the promotion of circular economy.

· (Italy) Develop innovative approaches to the discovery, isolation and identification of marine bio-resources (e.g. separation, structure elucidation, identification of the profile of bioactive compounds, de-replication strategies, mode of action, etc.) as well as to their efficient production.

· (Italy) Obtainment of bioactive compounds   such as novel enzymes via innovative technologies for high throughput enzyme screening and/or for the expression of marine enzymes and proteins through dedicated hosts followed by purification systems and upscaling of the production. Screening should take into account industrial technical specifications of the enzymes of interest. Win-win academic and industry cooperation are recommended to maximise the exploitation potential.

· Design, production and testing at full scale vessels able to exploit novel fuels (e.g. dual fuel diesel/methane) with the necessary technologies, operational practices and efficiency measures.  

Proposals should be industry-driven. Legal aspects linked to securing clear access to marine resources, including related infrastructures and bio-resources banks and collections, their sustainable should be properly considered.


	

	2a - Fisheries 
	(a) A smarter Europe by promoting innovative and smart economic transformation.

(b) A greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management

(e) A Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives.


	Policy choices: 

Policy choices must support the achievement of the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy, to foster the implementation of the Union's maritime policy and to strengthen international ocean governance. Policy choices must include:

a) the sustainable development of  fisheries  in coastal areas; b) the conservation and management of natural resources through cross-border regional cooperation or at sea-basin level; c) the conservation of marine resources by bottom up approach, with the participation of fishermen in the decision making process; d) the promotion of eco-innovation in the design of more selective fishing gears and other innovative actions that reduce the effects of fishing on the environment; (e) the improvement of knowledge, monitoring and surveillance; (f) the harmonization of standards across the macro-region; (g) the improvement of skills and capacity in order to comply with EU rules and standards; (h) the increase of the added value of local seafood value chains; (i) the development of market intelligence and more transparent marketing and processing; (j) the diversification of activities for the fishermen; (k) the improvement of fishing vessels’ performance (in terms of resource efficiency), data collection and fish stock assessment; (l) the identification of existing technologies and their potential for use in the fishing sector.

Main results expected:

· Better management and sustainable exploitation of fish stocks.

· Improvement of data collection and fish stock assessment for better management as well as for forecasting and anticipating effects of climate change on fisheries and aquaculture.

· Improved fisheries management by assisting EUSAIR States to comply with EU regulations and recommendations of international organizations in the frame of multilateral agreements.

· Improvement of compliance and implementation of measures to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries and elimination of destructive fishing practices in the macro region with regard to  the conservation of coastal and marine ecosystems.

· Utilisation of Unwanted and Unavoidable catches and discards.

· Long-term plans to improve professional skills of fishermen including diversification of their activities within the blue economy sectors considering the harmonization of remuneration systems and social safety nets for policies aimed at reducing fishing effort.

· the reduction of the costs of  marine monitoring.

Coordination: 

Possible coordination needed between national or regional programmes.
	Macro-regional relevance:

This topic is specific to both the Adriatic and Ionian Seas although with a differentiated degree of overexploitation. Fishery activities are predominantly small-scale. About 80% of commercial fishing vessels are below 15 meters long. The fishery sector faces various challenges linked to global competitiveness and market forces, as well as to environmental objectives concerning the conservation of fish stocks. Many stocks are shared and overexploited. The culture of compliance and the monitoring, control and surveillance capacity are still weak in many countries of the macro region. Sustainable use of resources and integrated control of fisheries are critical for the entire Adriatic-Ionian Region, and deployment of the necessary capacities is essential. Building capacity to comply with the EU acquis on fisheries is essential for long-term sustainability.

This notwithstanding, all countries in the area (barring Bosnia and Herzegovina and the landlocked Serbia) have implemented or have been involved in specific cooperation projects aiming at increasing the profitability of fishery activities. 

Cooperation on scientific issues and fisheries management already takes place within the multilateral framework of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean and FAO regional projects (ADRIAMED and EASTMED). Building on this experience, further scientific cooperation between the macroregion's countries could be promoted to link scientific research to the needs of fisheries and aquaculture.

Possible priorities to be set at national/regional level:

Relevant priorities to be set in the National EMFF Operational Programmes.

Types of actions to be eligible for financing under proposed regulatory framework 2021-2027:

All actions included in the EMFF.

Strategic importance:

Better cooperation across the Adriatic-Ionian sea basin should trigger a virtuous process of increasing the competitiveness of the coastal communities depending on fisheries and of widening stakeholders’ involvement. The creation of new jobs, the harmonization of standards as well as the compliance of non-EU countries with EU Acquis are of strategic importance. The benefits of combining fisheries with tourism activities (Pillar 4) should be exploited and further developed.
	Possible Actions/Projects:

· Development of a strategy for small scale fisheries.

· Scientific cooperation on fisheries management

· EU compliance and common standards and practices.

· Developing skills.

· Creation of a network for monitoring and predicting the distribution of alien species in the Adriatic-Ionian region and potential ways of exploitation.

· Restoration actions to enhance habitat features (e.g. artificial reefs) in areas that have been degraded or replaced by maritime infrastructures and in-situ monitoring of their efficiency.

·  (Italy) Develop an efficient, ecosystem-based approach to the management of fisheries in the area, by linking of environmental factors and abundance, growth and reproduction of fish stocks. The projects shall integrate existing and new knowledge in modelling or other applied tools/methods including Big Data processing and Blockchain which can be used by scientific advisory bodies in sustainable fisheries management. Proposals should also test the efficiency of the proposed solutions across the area.

· (Italy) Improve monitoring, surveillance and also resources knowledge, assessments and efficiency via modern technologies throughout the fisheries value chain

· (Italy) Smart fisheries technologies for the Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion. To increase the use of innovative technologies in all fisheries-related activities, including the extractive sector, for the collection of data and information also through Crowdsourcing, Big Data processing and Blockchain technologies and the monitoring of compliance with the rules, to avoid unnecessary fish mortality, mortality of other marine resources or ecosystem damage, to improve energy efficiency, and to contribute to improved overall economic efficiency and social acceptability. SME participation is encouraged.

·  (Slovenia) Green energy fishing boats. Implementation of green energy on fishing boats in the whole region.

·  (BH, Serbia) For IPA countries compliance and implementation of measures to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries and facilitation of trade in the macro region.
	

	2b - Aquaculture


	 (a)
A smarter Europe by promoting innovative and smart economic transformation.

(b)
A greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management

(e)
A Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives.
	Policy choices:

Policy choices must support the achievement of the objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy, to foster the implementation of the Union's maritime policy and to strengthen international ocean governance. They should also contribute to food security through competitive and sustainable aquaculture and markets. Aquaculture activities must be environmentally sustainable in the long-term and to be managed in a way that is consistent with the objectives of achieving economic, social and employment benefits, and of contributing to the availability of food supplies.

It should be possible for the Adriatic-Ionian macroregion to support the promotion and the sustainable development of aquaculture, which includes both marine and freshwater aquaculture, for the farming of aquatic animals and plants for the production of food and other raw material.

Policies must also support the marketing of fishery and aquaculture products, in line with the objectives of Regulation (EU) No 1379/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council ('CMO Regulation'). In particular, support should be available for the creation of producer organisations, the implementation of production and marketing plans, the promotion of new market outlets and the development and dissemination of market intelligence.

Main results expected: 

• 
Sustainable and competitive aquaculture and markets. Increase of aquaculture production.
• 
Contribution to food security in the Union through competitive and sustainable aquaculture and markets.

• 
Improvement of productivity, quality, environmental sustainability and diversification in aquaculture. 

• 
Introduction of new species of commercial value (diversification of farmed aquatic species), the use of alternative raw materials for feed production, new farming technologies (including offshore aquaculture) that minimize the impact on the surrounding environment, use of advanced processing technologies and innovative actions on traceability of fishery and aquaculture products.

•
Improvement of the image and competitiveness of farmed products.

•
Acquisition and improvement of professional skills.

•
Creation of improved sustainable marine aquaculture systems and implement productive and resilient aquaculture practices that maintain healthy aquatic ecosystems and strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change. 

•
Enhancement of genetic diversity of farmed aquatic species (fish, molluscs and crustaceans) and their related wild species.

Coordination: 

Possible coordination needed between national or regional programmes.
	Macro-regional relevance:

The development of a strong, high-quality aquaculture sector that is economically sustainable and environmentally-friendly, contributes to job creation and to supply of healthy food products, respecting the EU and international rules. However, a number of barriers prevent aquaculture in the Adriatic-Ionian sea basin from developing its full potential: lack of a clear and harmonised policy with respect to access to space and licensing; industry fragmentation; limited access to seed capital or loans for innovation; time-consuming administrative procedures and red tape.

Respecting subsidiarity, the Common Fisheries Policy reform proposed to promote aquaculture through a coordinated approach, based on non-binding strategic guidelines and common priorities and exchange of best practices through the open method of coordination.

Possible priorities to be set at national/regional level:

Relevant priorities to be set in the National EMFF Operational Programmes.

Types of actions to be eligible for financing under proposed regulatory framework 2021-2027:

All actions included in the EMFF.

Strategic importance:

The increase of the European production in aquaculture, the creation of new jobs, the harmonization of standards and the overcome of the barriers and obstacles are of strategic importance. The benefits of combining aquaculture with tourism activities (Pillar 4) should be exploited and further developed.
	Actions/Projects:

3 main axes around which common actions can be developed are: (a) “administration”, (b) “technology”(c) “marketing” including trade.

• 
Administration: includes legal framework, licensing procedures and monitoring of the activity. Data is available from previous projects together with monitoring tools that are under development (e.g. TAPAS project)

•
Technology: covers all the methodological and technical issues related to farming. This approach is species specific and until now locally defined. Additionally, the issue of nutrition, ichthyopathology and treatment are of high priority and exchange of information is vital.

•
Marketing: refers to quality of the final product, promotion of the industry, market research, etc.


Trade: refers to facilitation of trade of fisheries and aquaculture products including seafood processing products, traceability, certification, harmonization of legislation to the EU acquis etc.

Examples of actions/projects:

· Creation of a strategic roadmap for sustainable aquaculture development in the Adriatic-Ionian macroregion. The development of a joint roadmap will identify and coordinate relevant new business and investment opportunities.

· Creation of a transnational partnership of business network organisations, public entities acting as knowledge providers, consultants and regional authorities who will gather the scientific and industrial competence needed to boost blue growth. Important priorities: (a) multi-stakeholder offshore operations (platform or cluster to be decided), (b) fish health, welfare and product quality and (c) knowledge management: communication activities, education & transfer of know-how.

· Offshore activities is a topic with significant importance in the context of Blue Growth. Going offshore however has a high cost and only multiuse approaches are feasible. At EU level, some projects have already addressed the issue (TROPOS, MERMAID, H2OCEAN etc.), however there are still gaps in the required knowledge in particular for the Mediterranean. Therefore, future work has to be focused on (a) legislation required for offshore activities and (b) development of the appropriate technologies for the Adriatic-Ionian macro-region.

· Exploit the possibility of using “local”, instead of “imported” brood stock in aquaculture and to mark out qualitative traits of the production owing to particular environmental characteristics of the Adriatic-Ionian sub-regions. This could be used to promote and increase the value of local products through PDO, PGO and/or BIO labels. This activity concerns mainly traditional aquaculture methods in lagoons, rivers, etc.

· Develop smart breeding programmes and/or tailor feeding formulas and technologies for conventional and organic marine aquaculture targeting animal health and welfare, different production systems, feeding efficiency, including activities addressed to reduce waste and by-products valorisation. 

· (Italy) Consider cost-effective production methods and profitability, testing, demonstrating and upscaling of the production processes to pre-commercial product. The use of Internet of Things, Artificial Intelligence, Big Data processing and Blockchain should be considered. The participation of start-ups is encouraged 

· (Slovenia) Preserving natural and cultural heritage by capitalizing health Heritage for Health (Slovenian project proposal: Mussels for Muscles): The project would like to boost the development of marine aquacultures within the Balkan states of the Adriatic-Ionian macro-region, and foresees both an increased consumption and a raised public awareness about the sustainability of this form of marine aquaculture, that can possibly pave the way for a regional brand of aquaculture seafood. The general promotion of the multi-facetted Mediterranean Lifestyle will be the asset of novel tourist strategies centred around a healthy diet, the aquacultures as a heritage, and outdoors physical activity. 

· (Slovenia) Towards Blue Mediterranean Lifestyles Creating Blue Lifestyles: Enhancing health with adherence to sustainable seafood and physical activity. The project will enhance blue growth by promoting and facilitating adherence to lifestyles previously identified in the blue zones and that also had cultural relevance throughout the Adriatic-Ionian region. Through stronger transnational cooperation and better connections between actors of the quadruple helix (research bodies, businesses (SMEs), public authorities and civil society. These so-called Blue Lifestyles will be tested and capitalized through a strong focus on publicly valorising the consumption of sustainable aquafarmed seafood, concurrent with regular outdoors physical activity.

· (Slovenia) Implementation of biodegradable mesh for cultivation of mussels. The project will start with analysis about the pollution resulting from mussels production and will try to find solutions in the scope of production of ecological biodegradable mesh for cultivation of mussels and also in the scope of finding a solution for reducing the pollution of shells.
	   

	3 - Maritime and marine governance and services 


	a) A smarter Europe by promoting innovative and smart economic transformation.
Specific objective:
a4) developing skills for smart specialisation, industrial transition and entrepreneurship
Field of intervention?
b) A greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management.

e) A  Europe  closer  to  citizens  by  fostering  the  sustainable  and  integrated  development  of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives and with a more social Europe implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights. 
Specific objective:
5.2)  fostering the integrated social, economic and environmental local development, cultural heritage and security, including for rural and coastal areas also through community-led local development.


	Policy choices:

As the countries in the Adriatic and Ionian Region have different administrative and political structures as well as government and governance systems, policy choices should be directed towards training and efficient coordination of planning activities needed for better marine and maritime governance and services. This will be achieved through data sharing, joint planning and coordinated management of existing resources.

In a fast-changing global economy, skills will to a great extent determine our competitiveness and capacity to drive innovation. They are also a pull factor for investment and a catalyst for job creation and growth. Europe’s future prosperity depends therefore on the optimal use of our human capital. The new Skills Agenda for Europe launches a number of actions to ensure that the right training, the right skills and the right support is available to people in the EU. The Adriatic and Ionian Region needs to make better use of the skills that are available, equip people with new skills (including soft skills) that are needed - to help them find quality jobs and improve their life chances. 

Main results expected:

· Enabling the growth of a sustainable blue economy and fostering prosperous coastal communities.

· Improved Governance of maritime space.

· Improved Skills and career development in the blue economy and strengthening of networks of academics, training organisations and professional organisations in the maritime sector in the macroregion.

Coordination: 

Coordination is needed between national and regional programmes.



	Macroregional relevance:

Competition for maritime space – for renewable energy equipment, aquaculture and other uses – has highlighted the need to manage our waters more coherently. Maritime spatial planning (MSP) works across borders and sectors to ensure human activities at sea take place in an efficient, safe and sustainable way. That is why the European Parliament and the Council have adopted legislation to create a common framework for maritime spatial planning in Europe.

The countries in the Adriatic-Ionian Region are characterised by different administrative and political structures as well as government and governance systems. A wide range of topics relevant for strengthening Blue Growth are not tied to specific sectors such as blue technologies, fisheries or aquaculture. These overarching topics address mainly the wider administrative capacity to deliver marine and maritime services of public interest.

Cooperation on various services – notably those linked to the capacity building in the public sector and better coordination of planning activities – is needed for preparing the ground for better marine and maritime governance and services. In a wide range of fields, coordination of activities would improve use of existing resources. Focus should be on bringing together national or regional activities under one roof, e.g. via joint planning efforts.

Thus, existing networks and organisations active at the level of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas ought to be strongly involved in the future work. Cooperation experience has already been gained in the macro-region, notably thanks to networks involving major ports (like the North Adriatic Ports Association) or regional authorities (e.g. under the umbrella of the Bologna Charter) and/or research institutes (e.g. involved in ADRION, SHAPe and ADRIPLAN), fora such as those encompassing Adriatic-Ionian Universities and Cities, and organisations such as the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative or the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean.

In addition, the Adriatic and Ionian Region has the potential to deliver growth and jobs in the coming years. In order to achieve Blue Growth, highly qualified and skilled professionals are needed. Yet many Blue Economy sectors are experiencing difficulties in finding the right employees – and most sectors expect these difficulties to continue in the near future. This is due to:

· a skills gap between education offer and labour market needs, especially with regards to technological developments and innovation.

· a lack of communication and cooperation between education and industry.

· a lack of attractiveness and awareness of career opportunities in the blue economy.

· lack of ocean literacy culture.

Possible priorities to be set at national/regional level:

Relevant priorities to be set in the National EMFF Operational Programmes and CLLD strategies in fisheries dependent areas (EMFF, ERDF and ESF). They should target to:

· Reduce conflicts between sectors and create synergies between different activities.

· Encourage investment – by creating predictability, transparency and clearer rules.

· Increase cross-border cooperation – between EU and non-EU countries for MSP.

· Protect the environment – through early identification of impact and opportunities for multiple use of space.

Types of actions to be eligible for financing under proposed regulatory framework 2021-2027:

All actions included in the EMFF and CLLD.

Strategic importance:

· Improved maritime and marine governance and services, 

· Creation of new jobs, 

· Harmonization of standards,

· Overcome of barriers and obstacles,

· Compliance/adaptation of non-EU countries with EU Acquis.

	Actions/Projects:

· Research platforms and Trans-regional cooperation between community-led local development (CLLD) strategies for actions to combat marine litter pollution, development of fishtourism and ichthyotourism, etc.

· Governance of maritime space: Proper joint governance of the maritime space provides an important framework for a sustainable and transparent use of maritime and marine resources. This will include supporting the implementation of the new Directive on Maritime Spatial Planning and may imply adopting clearer legal frameworks for development of Allocated Zones for Aquaculture (AZAs), including new areas (also offshore), marine protected areas, exploiting deep-sea water and marine mineral resources. 

· Maritime skills: Working in the maritime sectors requires skills and increasingly specialised professional profiles and expertise. This actions aims at improving the levels of skills in the Region, e.g. by strengthening networks of academics, training organisations and professional organisations in the maritime sector, creation of blue career centres, etc.


	

	PILLAR 2: CONNECTIVITY

	TITLE (TOPIC)
	Policy objective
	Summary of policy choices
	Justification
	Reference to the tentative possible actions or projects
	Other remarks

	Transport



	Harmonised, environmental-friendly and inclusive maritime transport system in the Adriatic-Ionian Region
	
Policy objective 3: a more connected Europe by enhancing mobility and regional ICT connectivity
Specific objective
C3)
developing sustainable, climate resilient, intelligent and intermodal national, regional and local mobility, including improved access to TEN-T and cross-border mobility
Fields of intervention (Annex CPR, 375(Final)
063 Digitalisation of transport: road 

070 Digitalisation of transport: rail 

084 Digitising transport: other transport modes 

133 Enhancing cooperation with partners both within and outside the Member State 

135 Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders to implement territorial cooperation projects and initiatives in a cross-border, transnational, maritime and inter-regional context 


	
	The priority has strong regional relevance and is consistent with national priorities with respect to the following impacts:

a) Boost transport digitalisation promoting e-Maritime and VTMIS solutions to simplify and streamline procedures and processes of maritime and intermodal transport at the regional scale;

b) Support the implementation of ICT infrastructure at nodes and along logistics chains, as well as systems interoperability in the Adraitic-Ionian region;

c) Deploy telematic applications to improve safety and security of transport operations.

Prove of strategic importance is also complementary with other aspects of regional relevance like:

d) Support the adoption and diffusion of alternative clean fuels for maritime and intermodal transport operations by means of infrastructure investments, fleet renewal and human capital;

e) Enhance territorial cohesion interconnecting coastal areas with their hinterlands and improving accessibility and connectivity to insular regions

The priority is relevant at national level since all the countries in the Adriatic-Ionian Region have plans to improve and harmonise monitoring and management systems of maritime operations, and to upgrade transport infrastructure toward more sustainable standards.


	Motorways of the Sea in the Adriatic-Ionian region

Green Ports development 

Safe, secure and connected maritime transport in the Adriatic-Ionian Region
	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Competitive, seamless intermodal connections for freight and passenger transport in the Adriatic-Ionian Region
	Policy objective 3: a more connected Europe by enhancing mobility and regional ICT connectivity
c2)developing a sustainable, climate resilient, intelligent, secure and intermodal TEN-T
056 Newly built motorways and roads - TEN-T core network 

057 Newly built motorways and roads - TEN-T comprehensive network 

060 Reconstructed or improved motorways and roads - TEN-T core network 

061 Reconstructed or improved motorways and roads - TEN-T comprehensive network

064 Newly built railways - TEN-T core network 

065 Newly built railways - TEN-T comprehensive network 

067 Reconstructed or improved railways - TEN-T core network 

068 Reconstructed or improved railways – 078 TEN-T comprehensive network 

Multimodal transport (TEN-T) 

080 Seaports (TEN-T) 

082 Inland waterways and ports (TEN-T) 


	
	The priority has strong macro-regional relevance and is consistent with national priorities with respect to the following impacts:

a) Reduce infrastructural gaps and improve accessibility across the Adriatic-Ionian region, by means of construction and improvement/upgrading of the TEN-T network, according to the standards foreseen by Reg. (EU) 1315, with particular attention to the coastal areas of the region and the intermodal connections in the ports of the Adriatic Sea.

b) Facilitate cross-border traffic flows and transport operations in the Adriatic-Ionian region.

c) Strengthen North-South and East-West physical and digital interconnections between the logistics and urban nodes of the Adriatic-Ionian region to facilitate exchange between, on the one hand, long-distance global and EU flows, on the other hand, regional and local traffic.


	The “East” Adriatic-Ionian multimodal corridor (Venice/Trieste-Ploče-Počitelj - Trebinje –Patras-Athens). 
The “West” Adriatic- Ionian multimodal corridor (Venice-Ancona-Bari-Taranto) 

The multimodal corridor Bari-Brindisi-Igoumenitsa, Thessaloniki-Kavala-Alexandroupoli

The multimodal corridor Ljubljana-Zagreb –Belgrade 

The multimodal corridor Belgrade-Bar

	

	TITLE (TOPIC)
	Policy objective
	Summary of policy choices
	Justification
	Reference to the tentative possible actions or projects
	Other remarks

	Energy

	Construction and establishment of a well-connected power system and well-functioning electricity market for the Adriatic-Ionian Region.


	Policy objective 2: a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management


	See Art. 8.b  CPR - EC regulation proposal COM(2018) 375


	Electricity will have an increasing role and share in all the national energy systems through the Adriatic-Ionian Region as one of the drivers in the energy transition towards a low-carbon economy. 

Electricity will be produced by a variety of sources and facilities while renewable energies will become a key component. It is in the interest of all EUSAIR Member States to interconnect their power grids, as a means to optimise the deployment of low-carbon power generation, to maintain grid stability and security while expanding the use of intermittent and diversified power sources. Electricity storage, digitalisation of the power grid and smart grids will offer further opportunities for reducing costs and improving the service. Electricity market integration, market coupling would become possible should investments in new power infrastructure become a reality.


	· Transbalkan Electricity Corridor. The Electricity Corridor is a cluster of projects consisting in new power transmission lines, their reinforcements to allow electricity trade, improve grid stability and the large-scale deployment of renewable energy sources.

· Undersea power link between Italy and Montenegro. Power link between Italy and Montenegro including construction and reinforcement of power lines with neighbouring countries.

· Power market coupling and integration. Creation of a wholesale power market for the Adriatic-Ionian Region according to a number of steps including harmonisation of electricity transmission tariffs, progressive market coupling, power purchase agreements and use of block chain to facilitate electricity trading.

· Pilot project on smart grids and electricity system digitalisation to improve reliability, competitive and efficient power delivery and use.


	

	Construction and establishment of an integrated natural gas infrastructure and a well-functioning gas market.


	Policy objective 2: a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management


	
	Given its low-carbon content natural gas would be the fuel of choice in the energy transition. It appears essential for EUSAIR Member States to invest to ensure ample and secure gas supply during the next years. Gas supplies should be diversified with natural gas entering the market through several routes. New gas pipelines, gas storage, LNG regasification terminals can contribute. Interconnections would help the construction of a macro-regional market as well as counterflows towards a macro-regional trading hub. Investments in new infrastructure should be timely and part of the transition towards a low-carbon economy.


	· Transbalkan Gas Ring. The Gas Ring is a cluster of projects consisting in new gas pipelines, gas storage facilities and counter flows including the Serbia - Bulgaria Interconnector, Bosnia and Herzegovina – Croatia Interconnectors, Croatia – Slovenia Interconnector.

· Ionian – Adriatic Gas Pipeline (IAP). The IAP is a strategic gas supply infrastructure linking Albania, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia to take advantage from and synergise which the Transbalkan Gas Ring and the Transadriatic Gas Pipeline which is now under construction.

· Eastern Mediterranean Gas Pipeline (East Med). Gas pipeline from the South East Mediterranean through Crete and continental Greece to exploit discoveries of off-shore gas resources. The project would include the Poseidon pipeline which should connect Greece with Italy.

· Natural gas trading hub for the Balkan Region. The trading hub would allow to exchange contracts, enhance competition  when feasible, while promoting security of gas supply.


	

	Infrastructure development for LNG logistics in the Adriatic-Ionian Region.


	Policy objective 2: a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management

Policy objective 3: a more connected Europe by enhancing mobility and regional ICT connectivity


	
	Direct use of LNG as a fuel for transport would allow diversification and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions as compared with the oil-derived hydrocarbon fuels. Direct use can be proposed for both maritime and land transport. Small-scale LNG deployment is considered a viable option by the European Commission and several Member States. 

Development of LNG infrastructure would contribute to LNG use in the maritime transport to comply with the strict emission limits proposed by the European Union and International Maritime Organisation. On the other hand, LNG use for heavy road transport is being promoted along special corridors through the European Union and could be extended to the Balkan Region.


	· Design, construction and management of an LNG infrastructure in key harbours of the Adriatic-Ionian Sea including co-ordination of main port authorities.

· Design, construction and management of a network of LNG refuelling stations for road transport to deliver LNG as a viable option.

· Pilot project to promote marine and road truck engine conversion to the LNG use as a fuel.


	

	PILLAR 3: ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

	TITLE (TOPIC)
	Policy objective
	Summary of policy choices
	Justification
	Reference to the tentative possible actions or projects
	Other remarks

	Promotion of sustainable growth of the AI region by implementing ICZM and MSP also to contribute Common Regional Framework (CRF) on ICZM of Barcelona convention and the monitoring and management of marine protected area. 


	The priority is in line with the policy objective art 4.1.

 b)  a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 2') 

and 

e) a Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 5')


	In accordance with the policy objectives set out in Article [4(1)] of Regulation (EU) 2018/ [new CPR], the ERDF shall support the following specific objectives:

b)  a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 2') by:

 (iii) developing smart energy systems, grids and storage at local level;

(iv) promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention and disaster resilience;

(v) promoting sustainable water management;

(vi) promoting the transition to a circular economy;

(vii) enhancing biodiversity, green infrastructure in the urban environment, and reducing pollution;
Possible fields of intervention

035 Adaptation to climate change measures and prevention and management of climate related risks: floods (including awareness raising, civil protection and disaster management systems and infrastructures) 

037 Adaptation to climate change measures and prevention and management of climate related risks: others, e.g. storms and drought (including awareness raising, civil protection and disaster management systems and infrastructures) 
041 Waste water collection and treatment 

049 Protection, restoration and sustainable use of Natura 2000 sites 

050 Nature and biodiversity protection, green infrastructure 

133 Enhancing cooperation with partners both within and outside the Member State 

135 Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders to implement territorial cooperation projects and initiatives in a cross-border, transnational, maritime and inter-regional context 

and 

e) a Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 5') by:

(i) fostering the integrated social, economic and environmental development, cultural heritage and security in urban areas;

(ii) fostering the integrated social, economic and environmental local development, cultural heritage and security, including for rural and coastal areas also through community-led local development.


	The priority has strong macro-regional impact and is of high relevance as tools like MSP and ICZM are essential for the whole Adriatic-Ionian Region
. The extension of MSP/ICZM to all A-I region will: help strengthen and develop sustainable growth (economic and touristic), decrease pollution, protect unique biodiversity and increase quality life. Actions that will be implemented for this priority will help to promote sustainable development and facilitate adoption of coastal and maritime spatial plans (MSP Directive, ICZM Protocol) by defining gaps in marine and coastal knowledge, identify conflicts and propose sustainable options for action. That represents important actions on macro-regional level that will help the management of natural, social, economic and spatial assets in A-I region. Also for protected areas also will serve as indicators of the Good Environmental Status of marine waters of the Adriatic and Ionian Seas. This is also of national level relevance since not all EUSAIR countries have MSP and ICZM neither an approach of monitoring and management of protected areas.  
Prove of strategic importance is also complementary with other aspects like climate change adaptation and risks prevention, public participation, open decision-making process of territorial planning, risk management, protection of sensitive biodiversity in the A-I region, improving water quality, decreasing marine pollution (marine litter, micro plastic)


	The priority issues were already identified within different project that were financed by different programmes and can be capitalised by the implementation of possible actions within the priority. E.g. of projects:

SHAPE project outputs:

- Methodological handbook on MSP in the Adriatic Sea

- Adriatic Atlas to support ICZM & MSP

Adriplan project 

- data portal

- reports and thematic maps

CAMP projects (Italy, Montenegro, Slovenia, Greece, Albania and BIH-starting in 2018)

SUPREME project

PORTODIMARE project 

GEF Adriatic project for Montenegro and Albania

NetCet and Tartalife, 

TRECORALA

Capitalising knowledge on marine litter from projects for protected areas: 

 DeFishGear, 

Ghost, 

Marlisco, 

MarineClean,

CleanSea Life, ML-Repair.

Project ideas under process of development for implement the priorities aims:

To promote a sustainable growth of the AI region by implementing ICZM and MSP also to contribute CRF on ICZM of Barcelona convention – MSP&ICZM

 and

Monitoring and management of marine protected species – 3MPS


	

	Development and implementation of Adriatic-Ionian Sub/regional Oil spill contingency plan. 

	The priority is in line with the policy objective art 4.1.

 b)  a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 2') 

 and 



	See  Art. 8.b  CPR - EC regulation proposal COM(2018) 375

In accordance with the policy objectives set out in Article [4(1)] of Regulation (EU) 2018/[new CPR], the ERDF shall support the following specific objectives:

b)  a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 2') by:

 (iv) promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention and disaster resilience;
Fields of intervention

038 Risk prevention and management of non-climate related natural risks (i.e. earthquakes) and risks linked to human activities (e.g. technological accidents), including awareness raising, civil protection and disaster management systems and infrastructures 

133 Enhancing cooperation with partners both within and outside the Member State 

135 Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders to implement territorial cooperation projects and initiatives in a cross-border, transnational, maritime and inter-regional context 









	The priority address needs of examination and extension of the Contingency plan for Northern Adriatic to other A-I countries, possible risks and future events or circumstances that could damage the Adriatic-Ionian macro-region environment can be prevented whether damage can be minimized. This also represents a high impact on macro-regional level. EUSAIR countries (except BiH who is phase of acceptation of Contingency plan) has national Contingency plan that need to be upgraded to a joint contingency plan to improve the capability of reaction at possible accidents and better prevention of risks for possible accidents.  

The priority has the EUSAIR geographic scope of actions and has an impact on the entire macro-region

Cross-cutting aspects: Capacity building in EUSAIR area, including communication to interested stake holders and decision makers.


	The priority issues were already identified within different project that were financed by different programmes and can be capitalised by the implementation of possible actions within the priority. E.g. of projects: 

RAMOGEPOL

Project ideas under process of development for implement the priorities aims:

Adriatic/Ionian Sub/regional Oil spill contingency plan - ASOSCoP


	

	Protection and enhancement of natural terrestrial habitats and ecosystems. 


	The priority is in line with the policy objective art 4.1.

 b)  a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 2')




	See  Art. 8.b  CPR - EC regulation proposal COM(2018) 375

In accordance with the policy objectives set out in Article [4(1)] of Regulation (EU) 2018/xxxx[new CPR], the ERDF shall support the following specific objectives:

b)  a greener, low-carbon Europe by promoting clean and fair energy transition, green and blue investment, the circular economy, climate adaptation and risk prevention and management (additional explanation article 2 of EC Proposal on the ERDF+CF regulation COM (2018) 372: ('PO 2') by:

 (iv) promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention and disaster resilience;

 (vii) enhancing biodiversity, green infrastructure in the urban environment, and reducing pollution;





Possible fields of intervention
049 Protection, restoration and sustainable use of Natura 2000 sites 

050 Nature and biodiversity protection, green infrastructure 

133 Enhancing cooperation with partners both within and outside the Member State 

135 Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders to implement territorial cooperation projects and initiatives in a cross-border, transnational, maritime and inter-regional context 


	The priority aims to implement activities for establishing and developing Green corridors, which are essential in the Adriatic-Ionian region for improving quality of life, protecting natural terrestrial habitats and ecosystems which represent harmonised coexistence of humans in A-I ecosystems is of high importance to protect the delicate habitats
. As green corridors are need in all EUSAIR countries with no obstacles like “borders” the priority is of high national and international importance as well on macro-regional level. Natura 2000 and other networks are present in almost all EUSAIR countries and dealing with its enlargement is a macro-regional activity. As well joint researches and connections on Protected Area connecting with tourism. Connecting all EUSAIR countries protected areas including Natura 2000 areas and other networks with tourism will have strong impact on the A-I region with their joint managements and research.

Well-substantiated needs expressed by countries, regions and stakeholders for the priority are strengthening national and transnational networks (e.g. Natura 2000, EMERALD network, protected areas at national level, …); developing joint researches on the large carnivores’ species; develop/improve connections between protected areas that are habitats for large carnivores; develop models of sustainable tourism. 

The priority is contributing to sustainable development and protection of biodiversity, including areas outside the boundaries of ecological networks (e.g. Natura 2000) and protected areas; (as per the IUCN Definition)

The priority represents synergy with the activities put in place within the thematic working body of the Alpine Convention “Large Carnivores, wild ungulates and society platform - WISO”. 


	The priority issues were already identified within different project that were financed by different programmes and can be capitalised by the implementation of possible actions within the priority. E.g. of projects: LIFE ARCTOS, ALPGO-Interreg Alpine Space, Life DINALP BEAR, 

Project ideas under process of development for implement the priorities aims:

Protection and enhancement of natural terrestrial habitats and ecosystems – PET HAB ECO


	


	PILLAR 4: SUSTAINABLE TOURISM


	TITLE (TOPIC)
	Policy objective
	Summary of policy choices
	Justification
	Reference to the tentative possible actions or projects
	Other remarks


	Sustainable valorisation,  preservation and promotion of natural and cultural assets as growth assets in the Adriatic-Ionian area for tourism purposes 
	(e)
'a Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives' ('PO 5') 

(c) a more connected Europe by enhancing mobility and regional ICT connectivity;


	(i)
fostering the integrated social, economic and environmental development, cultural heritage and security in urban areas;

(ii)
fostering the integrated social, economic and environmental local development, cultural heritage and security, including for rural and coastal areas also through community-led local development.
	The chosen priority is oriented to a smart, responsible and effective use of natural and cultural assets in the Region. It also aims to contribute to sustainable and inclusive growth through the valorisation, preservation and promotion of resource-efficient, responsible and high-quality tourism with natural and cultural assets as growing in the A-I Region and to  strengthen  the Adriatic-Ionian Region's profile as a sustainable and high-quality destination.
	Actions and projects related to tentative actions such as existing EU projects:

 -Via Dinarica

- Eu4buisness

- RCC Triple “P”

Future  projects:

Green Mapping ,    EDU DEST AIR; 

FPP+:  Managing Tourism Flows in Protected Areas,

STETAI project, 

Blue Culture 
	Capitalization on agreed cross-pillar projects

	Development of sustainable and thematic routes (with additional emphasis on routes based on Adriatic-Ionian cultural and natural  heritage).
	(e)
'a Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of urban, rural and coastal areas and local initiatives' ('PO 5') 

(c) a more connected Europe by enhancing mobility and regional ICT connectivity;
	(i)
fostering the integrated social, economic and environmental development, cultural heritage and security in urban areas;

(ii)
fostering the integrated social, economic and environmental local development, cultural heritage and security, including for rural and coastal areas also through community-led local development.

(i)
enhancing digital connectivity
	This priority focuses on developing the sustainable and responsible tourism potential of the Adriatic-Ionian Region, through innovative and quality tourism products and services – sustainable and thematic routes, with the use of technologies from Industry 4.0 (IoT, big data, blockchain, artificial intelligence, VR and AR, etc.) in tourism, managing tourist flows, personalized experiences, boosting positive tourism impact, smart collaboration ecosystems. It also aims at promoting responsible tourism behaviour on the part of all stakeholders (wider public, local, regional and national private and public actors, tourists/visitors) across the Region. Facilitating the socio-economic perspectives as well as  business establishment and development, creating business opportunities and enhancing the competitiveness of  SMEs which are essential for the development of tourism.
	The development of  thematic routes  are related to tentative actions such as:

- Existing cultural Routes in EUSAIR

- Development of  Roman Heritage Route for EUSAIR

- Olive Tree Route extension

- European Route of Historic Thermal Towns

Project proposal ADRIONCYCLETOUR
	Capitalization on agreed cross-pillar projects


�In general there is the need to simplify the description of the policy choice in order to clearly understand what the proposal is about.


�Is this policy objective really pertinent for the Blue Technology topic? Which specific objectives can be considered?


�These priorities are eligible unders ERDF and ESF. In order to have a common understanding on how to operatively embedd these priorities in the AP, it would be useful also to discuss in terms of fields of intervention. 











�Coordination of S3 can be considered a thematic priority per se. Moreover, it would be important to consider that the embedding process should emcopass the embedding of EUSAIR into national /regional S3. In addition, S3  which include a »International cooperation dimension« is condìsidered as an enabling condition in 2021-2027 programming. 


� This is not related to Mainstream programmes but  to Funds directly managed by the EC 


�These priorities need to be specified. There are  too vague


�Is this policy objective really pertinent? Which specific objectives can be considered?


�The proposed thematic priorities are not eligible by ERDF


�This prioirty is too vague to be embedded into mainstream programme. Actually. Almost all the project identified in the next column are ETC projects. Can we agree that this priority should be related mainly to ETC? Otherwise, embedding requires that the concept of MSP and ICZM is translatd in terms of field of intervention that can be funded by mainstream programmes. 











�Same as above


�Can we agree that the proposed priorities can be more properly be funded by ETC?





