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RE: I: REQUEST: Position paper on implementation of Paragraph 6 of Catania Declaration - next steps

Zuica Zmejkovska 22 eusairpoint svik@gov.si. a peisino@govermo it baiba liepa@interact-eu net. Giannantonio Balletie@ec europa eu. barbara breznik@gov si. Alain Baron@ec europa.eu. biliana ramic@mre gov.rs. blanka belosevic@mint hr. bojan suvorov@gov.si. brunilda koco@rmfa.gov.al 18.11.2019 1252
Ke: “BCugusi@govemoit' Pokazi podrobnosti

Dear colleagues,

Following th intemal consultations with the colleagues from the relevant national instituion in Skopie, please allow me fo shiare with you few,rather general comments which we have in regards fothe document

Pillar 1: Blue qrowth
As can be seen from the lst the priorities setoutin the Blue Growth Pillar are mostly related to activties that concen the sea and the coastal regions, especially in sections 1 - blue technologies and 2a -fisheries.

Inthe lst o priorties according t sections 2a— fisheries and 2b  aquaculture, the policy choice is based on supporing the besic objecives of the Common Fisheries Policy.

More important for us is section 2b-aquacultre. In this section, the Adriaic-lonian macro-region it is envisaged to supportthe promotion and sustainable development of marine and fresfwater aquaculture. The policies lso supportthe marketing of fishery and aquacuture producis,in accordance with the objectives of Regulation (EU) No 178/2010. 137912013 of the European
Parliament and ofthe Council. The aciities are in parlcular o support the creation of producer organizations, the implementation of production and markefing plans, the promotion of new markets and the development and dissemination of market nteligence.

‘Shategic importance in his seciion s o increase European fish production, create jobs, harmonize standards and overcome barriers and obstacles, while the expected results are: contributing tofood safety inthe Union through compefiive and sustainable aquaculture; and markes, improvement of productity, quality, emironmental sustainabilty and diversification in aquaculture,
infroduciion of new types of commercial value, use of allemative raw materialsforfood production new technologies that minimize the impact on the environment,the use of advanced processing technologies and innovative aquaculture traceabily acties, as well s improving image and competveness.

Having in mind that as a couniry we are included in ths actiies at a ater stage, and having in mind that we are landlocked couniry, s considered that proposals in the priorty lst according to sections 2a — isheries and 2b — aquaculture should be fully supported, especially projects and aciites for ilegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries and faciltation of rade in the macro.
region n the field ofisheries and projects invohing landlocked countres inthe field of aquaculture.

Pillar2 Conneciivity
Transportsub-pilar

In'egards tothe Competiive, seamless infermodal connections for freight and passenger transportn the Adritic-lonian Region policy area, which has macro-regional importance fo the EUSAIR couriries and should be in ine with their national priorties. This is of paricular importance when it comes to compliton of funcional ransport network in the region,facltation of the.
cross-border transport, enhancing of the physical and digital connectionsw between the logistic-and urban nods in order o facltate the exchange inthe region, but likewise between the region and the EU

Having idenfied the multimodal corridors that belongs or are linked to the Adriafic-lonian region, Corridor 8 and Corridor 10 should be taken into consideration, i.e. included in the list(so far being correlated with the Orient-East Med Corridor). In this case, the mutimodal Corridor 8 would cover the segment from Skopje to the seaports in Albania, while it should be decided how to
observe the partof it hat goes to the East towards Bulgaria (the relevance and the linkage to the EUSAIR. In regards to Corridor 10, itwould include the 10-d branch to the seaports in Greece.

Pillr 3 Enironmental qualiy

In egards fo the Promotion of sustainable growthof the Al region by implementing ICZM and MSP o fo contribute Common Regional Framework (CRF)on ICZM of Barcelona conventon and the monitoring and management of marine prolected area,tis important o be underlnes thatour county s ot a signatory of the mentined Convenion. Nonelheless, we are aciely
included inthe processes of s implemenation n accordance {o the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 2008/56/EC, having river Vardar (Axios)flowing iio the Aegean sea and river Crni i (Drm) lowing infothe lonian sea. n additon,itwould be beneficial forus to b ncludedn projects dedicated o ciimate changes adaplation and isks milgaton,inolement o the public,
ransparency ofthe policydefiniion processes linked o the terriorial planning,risk management improvement of the qualty of the water, educing of sea poluon efc.

In closure of this emai, | would lie o thank you, on behaif ofthe colleagues that have been nominated to be included in the structure of EUSAIR for the possibilityto contribute to the discussion. We look forward to our future cooperation and remain at disposal for any additional information needed.

With kind regards,
Zuica Zmejkoiska
Secretariat for European Afiairs, NIPAC Office.
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Following the internal consultations with the colleagues from the relevant national institution in Skopje, please allow me to share with you few, rather general comments which we have in regards to the document: 

Pillar 1: Blue growth 

As can be seen from the list, the priorities set out in the Blue Growth Pillar are mostly related to activities that concern the sea and the coastal regions, especially in sections 1 - blue technologies and 2a - fisheries.

In the list of priorities according to sections 2a – fisheries and 2b – aquaculture, the policy choice is based on supporting the basic objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy. 

More important for us is section 2b-aquaculture. In this section, the Adriatic-Ionian macro-region it is envisaged to support the promotion and sustainable development of marine and freshwater aquaculture. The policies also support the marketing of fishery and aquaculture products, in accordance with the objectives of Regulation (EU) No 178/2010. 1379/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council. The activities are in particular to support the creation of producer organizations, the implementation of production and marketing plans, the promotion of new markets and the development and dissemination of market intelligence.

Strategic importance in this section is to increase European fish production, create jobs, harmonize standards and overcome barriers and obstacles, while the expected results are: contributing to food safety in the Union through competitive and sustainable aquaculture; and markets, improvement of productivity, quality, environmental sustainability and diversification in aquaculture, introduction of new types of commercial value, use of alternative raw materials for food production new technologies that minimize the impact on the environment, the use of advanced processing technologies and innovative aquaculture traceability activities, as well as improving image and competitiveness.

Having in mind that as a country we are included in this activities at a later stage, and having in mind that we are landlocked country, It is considered that proposals in the priority list according to sections 2a – fisheries and 2b – aquaculture should be fully supported, especially projects and activities  for illegal, unreported and unregulated fisheries and facilitation of trade in the macro region in the field of fisheries and projects involving landlocked countries in the field of aquaculture.

Pillar 2: Connectivity 

Transport sub-pillar 

In regards to the Competitive, seamless intermodal connections for freight and passenger transport in the Adriatic-Ionian Region policy area, which has macro-regional importance to the EUSAIR countries and should be in line with their national priorities. This is of particular importance when it comes to completition of functional transport network in the region, facilitation of the cross-border transport, enhancing of the physical and digital connectionsw between the logistic and urban nods in order to facilitate the exchange in the region, but likewise between the region and the EU. 

Having identified the multimodal corridors that belongs or are linked to the Adriatic-Ionian region, Corridor 8 and Corridor 10 should be taken into consideration, i.e. included in the list (so far being correlated with the Orient-East Med Corridor). In this case, the multimodal Corridor 8 would cover the segment from Skopje to the seaports in Albania, while it should be decided how to observe the part of it that goes to the East towards Bulgaria (the relevance and the linkage to the EUSAIR. In regards to Corridor 10, it would include the 10-d branch to the seaports in Greece.    
Pillar 3: Environmental quality 

In regards to the Promotion of sustainable growth of the AI region by implementing ICZM and MSP also to contribute Common Regional Framework (CRF) on ICZM of Barcelona convention and the monitoring and management of marine protected area, it is important to be underlines that our country is not a signatory of the mentioned Convention. Nonetheless, we are actively included in the processes of its implementation in accordance to the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 2008/56/EC, having river Vardar (Axios) flowing into the Aegean sea and river Crni drim (Drim) flowing into the Ionian sea. In addition, it would be beneficial for us to be included in projects dedicated to climate changes adaptation and risks mitigation, involvement of the public, transparency of the policy definition processes linked to the territorial planning, risk management, improvement of the quality of the water, reducing of sea pollution etc.        

Pillar 4:

In regards to the topic Sustainable valorisation, preservation and promotion of natural and cultural assets as growth assets in the Adriatic-Ionian area for tourism purposes, we would like to propose for alternative forms of tourism to be added to the list of indicative actions of the projects.
In regards to the topis Development of sustainable and thematic routes (with additional emphasis on routes based on Adriatic-Ionian cultural and natural  heritage), we would like to propose for Via Egnatia to be  added to the list of indicative actions of the projects.
*Recived by email on 18.11.2019
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