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13th meeting of the Thematic Steering Group for

Pillar 3 – Environmental Quality

under the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR)

17 December 2020
DRAFT MINUTES

Venue: 
online on GoToMeeting
Chairs: 
Pillar 3 coordinators: Mitja Bricelj (SI) and Senad Oprašić (BiH). 

Participants:
Members of the EUSAIR Thematic Steering Group 3 (TSG 3), representatives of EUSAIR Facility Point Lead Partner (GODC) and Project partners Municipality of Izola (Sl) (Annex 1).
Eight countries (SI, HR, HR, MNE, BiH, IT, GR, AL) out of nine were represented at the meeting - all except North Macedonia. The Chairs verified the presence of the members and confirmed that a quorum was reached. 
The participants were welcomed by Andreja Jerina, National coordinator of Slovenia who first commended EUSAIR pillar members and coordinators for their work and for the results they have achieved, and thus for raising the visibility of macro-regional strategies despite the trying conditions brought to us by the pandemic. Ms Jerina took the opportunity to introduce some details regarding the Slovenian presidency, which started on 1 June 2020, and will end on 31 May 2021. The priorities of the Slovenian presidency revolve around green integration to improve the quality of life of EUSAIR citizens. Furthermore, Ms Jerina praised some of the main achievements of the EUSAIR strategy in the first half of the Slovenian presidency, such as the first EU Green Deal workshop, which was organized by EUSAIR Pillar 3 and INTERACT in September 2020 and the International Teachers conference “Climate Change”, which took place in Štanjel/Slovenia in June 2020. She announced the 6th EUSAIR Forum that will be held on 11–12 May 2021 in Slovenia in hybrid form. As the year is coming to an end, she shared some future steps that are planned for the upcoming year and presented the three main topics of the macro-regional strategies to be studied by the EU SEC: the contribution of the MRS to the EU Green Deal and Green agenda, the contribution to the Economic and Investment plan for the Western Balkans and the governance structure of the MRS as a possible governance model for the future. 

The Co-Chairs thanked Andreja Jerina for her welcoming words and proceeded with the presentation of the Agenda. 

Item 1: The Agenda was presented by Co-Chairs Mitja Bricelj (SI) and Senad Oprašić (BiH). As the members raised no objections, the Agenda was adopted.  

Conclusions under Item 1:

C.1. The Agenda was presented by Co-Chairs Mitja Bricelj (SI) and Senad Oprašić (BiH) and adopted.
Item 2: The Minutes of the 12th TSG3 meeting (Belgrade, March 2020) were presented by Co-Chair Senad Oprašić (BiH). There were no amendments to the Minutes during the meeting. 

Conclusions under Item 2:

C.2 The Minutes of the 12th TSG3 meeting (Belgrade, March 2020) were approved.

Item 3: Co-chair Mitja Bricelj (SI) presented the outcomes of the Mediterranean coast and macro-regional strategies week in September 2020. First, he shared the key messages of the Technical Pillar Coordinators meeting (PC meeting), at which the Pillar coordinators reported about the work done within TSG 3: mainly the adoption of the 3 flagships and the preparation of concrete projects.  Moreover, he presented the main outcomes and key messages of the TSG3 Workshop with INHERACT on the EU Green Deal: “The opportunities of the Green Deal for macro-regions”. Main points: to bring the action plan to the ground of the shared coast and sea, while respecting the green infrastructure in the centre of ICZM and MSP processes by introducing the TSG3 Matrix approach. The green infrastructure of AIR should be recognized as an important asset for the new generation for sustainable solutions along the shared sea. It represents an investment in our future, as the EU Green Deal is tailor-made for the future of Pillar 3 (for detailed key messages and conclusions see Annex 2). 
Item 3.1.: A recap of the Governing Board, 17 September 2020 (Izola, Slovenia – online) was presented by Ines Grenc (FP LP). The main points were: Implementation of the Republic of Slovenia Presidency Programme – embedding process and next steps – EC proposal and a Presidency presentation on EUSAIR Governance Support 2021-2027 – ADRION Programme, ADRION Task Force -

to better align the Strategy and Programme in the period 2021–2027 – EUSAIR Facility Point post-COVID-19 activities plan – a plan for the next GB meeting (for detailed outcomes see Annex 3).

Item 4: Dušan Ognjanović as a representative of the Ministry of Environment of Serbia provided information about the 5th EUSAIR FORUM. The FORUM is scheduled for 28–29 January 2021, but they are still waiting for an official confirmation from the MFA. They are confident that they will receive final information by the end of the year. He presented the agreed theme for the TSG3 panel session with the title: ‘’Importance of blue and green infrastructure in light of the new EU Post 2020 biodiversity framework: How to enhance the delivery of essential ecosystem services throughout the Adriatic – Ionian Region?’’. The members confirmed the theme of the pillar session and the coordinators proposed to nominate Dušan Ognjanovič, Mitja Bricelj, Senad Oprašić and one member from the EU Commission as speakers for the panel session. The members are to submit their proposals for the speakers by 10 January 2021. Ivana Davidović, Ministry of European Integration Serbia, took the opportunity to introduce some further details regarding the 5th EUSAIR registrations and programme to be one step ahead for when the date is confirmed. The pillar coordinators have been informed about the programme through an email sent by the Serbian presidency team.  
Conclusions under Item 4:

C.3 TSG 3 members will send their proposals for the speakers for the 5th FORUM in Belgrade, Serbia by 10 January 2021. 
Item 4.1 Co-chair Mitja Bricelj (SI) informed the members about the 6th EUSAIR FORUM that will be held on 11–12 May 2021 in Slovenia. Further details about the event will be communicated after the forum in Serbia to ensure that the process runs smoothly. The topic of the pillar session will be discussed at the next TSG 3 meeting. Andreja Jerina invited all Pillar coordinators to think about the topic and the message on the political level to reflect the issue in the Izola declaration, which is to be adopted at the 6th Forum. The idea should be presented by the middle of January 2021. Giuseppe Di Paola (DG REGIO) proposed the direct involvement of the ministers in the meetings as it would have a greater impact. 
Item 5: FP PP Izola presented the roadmap of activities done for project development from the last TSG 3 meeting in March 2020 to the 13th TSG 3 meeting. Project ASOSCoP was submitted to the DG ECHO call but it did not reach the required level of point. It awaits the next call. The project concept 3MPS was not submitted to the LIFE call due to delays caused by COVID-19. The ICZM/MSP project is prepared and ready for submission to an open call. For the PET HAB ECO project, FP PP from Izola is collaborating with Serbia to prepare the selection process for external experts. FP PP Izola proposed the organization of online workshops to overview project development country per country and for the preparation of the projects for different types of funding. The workshop will be organized a day before the next meeting. Senad Oprašić (BiH) shared some information about the signing of a memorandum of understanding to start the process for the implementation of the ICZM/MSP and the Contingency plan. 
Conclusions under Item 5:

C.4 The members agreed to hold online workshops to prepare the projects for different types of funding.

Item 6: Mitja Bricelj (SI) presented the Interpillar project idea ‘’For people, for planet’’ prepared between Pillars 3, 4 and 2.  The project was approved. (see Annex 4)
Conclusions under Item 6:

C.5 The TSG 3,4,2 Interpillar project ‘’For people, for planet’’ was approved. 

Item 7: FP PP Izola presented the draft of the TSG Annual report for 2020 (Annex 5). Steps required for the preparation of the final version to be approved and next steps: the TSG 3 Annual report will be sent for revision to TSG 3 members on 30 December 2020.  All comments/proposals/amendments must be sent by 18 January 2021. The written procedure for approval of the Annual report will be launched on 29 January 2021.
Conclusions under Item 7:

C.4 Next steps: TSG 3 members agreed that the Annual report will be sent on 30 December 2020 for revision and amendments. The comments must be sent by 18 January 2020. The written procedure for approval of the Annual report will be launched on 29 January 2021.
Item 8: The presentation was held by Vedran Nikolič (DG ENV) to inform the members about the possibility of cooperation, coordination and the role of EUSAIR in the Marine protected areas in the Adriatic and Ionian basin with the goal of making them a priority in the strategies in the coming years and increasing the area covered by MPAs in the Adriatic and Ionian basin, in line with the EU Biodiversity strategy (30% protected, 10% strictly protected). Senad Oprašić (BiH) proposed that the presented maps of MPAs should also include the areas in Western Balkan. Mitja Bricelj (SI) commented that the results reached in TSG3 with green and blue corridors should be pushed forward as they are essential for eco-connectivity and biodiversity. The corridors need to be recognized as a tool for the planning and development of human activities to achieve a good environmental impact. Giuseppe Di Paola agreed that the EU Commission and TSGs need to work together to increase the MPA in the Adriatic-Ionian region.  The Commission underlined that having a full backing of the EUSAIR Ministers of Environment would be paramount to achieve the objective to expand the area covered by MPAs. Organizing a Ministerial meeting at the EUSAIR Annual Forum in May 2021 would be a step in the right direction. A study has been commissioned by DG REGIO (D1) to the FP plus to analyse the current situation in the Adriatic and Ionian basin, in line with recently published report of the EEA. This would be the basis for a discussion on how to expand the MPAs at technical and political level
Item 9: Paloma MALLORQUIN, Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI JU), presented their role and work in the Adriatic-Ionian region and the possibilities of cooperation in the bio-economy sector which puts together innovation and environmental protection and is therefore strongly connected to the objective of the European Green Deal. 
Conclusions under Item 8 and 9.
TSG members to check the availability of their Ministries of Environment on organizing a Ministerial Meeting in the occasion of the EUSAIR Annual Forum in May 2021 under Slovenian Presidency with focus on Marine Protected Areas. 
Item 10: FP PP Izola presented the TSG 3 Activity plan with already identified TSG 3 events. All TSG 3 members are invited to send proposals and updates of the activity plan throughout the year with no deadline (Annex 6). 

FP PP Izola also presented the activities of the Slovenian Presidency of EUSAIR in 2020 and shared links to useful documents regarding the presidency and its visibility.  

Conclusion under Item 10:

C.5 TSG 3 will send detailed information about possible events in 2020.

Item 11: 
Under AOB:

· Two project ideas were presented by Eva Alexopoulou, TSG3 Greek member: First project idea: ‘’Renewal of the adaptation of coppiced oak forests in a drastically changing environment’’ (Annex 7); second project idea: ‘’Secure diversity through a holistic approach on for the most threatened Mediterranean conifer ecosystems: combining genetic, physiology, biodiversity indexes, germination and restoration'' (Annex 8). Both ideas comply with the TSG3 flagship: ''PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT OF NATURAL TERRESTRIAL HABITATS AND ECOSYSTEMS’’. Members welcome the approach as it is in line with the Green Deal and green corridors. Both project ideas were approved. 
· Mitja Bricelj (SI) presented the possibility that Slovenia, together with UNEP/MAP, host the Conference of the Mediterranean Commission for Sustainable Development/MCSD in June 2021. Main reason: Demonstration of new Regional/Sub-regional synergies. The members agreed and supported the idea.
· Members expressed concern over the activities to declare the Exclusive Economic Zone in the Adriatic-Ionian region by neglecting the EUSAIR process. The representative of Bosnia and Hercegovina and the representative of Montenegro expressed their expectations to be invited into discussions. The coordinators requested guidelines for this particular issue from the EUSAIR Governing Board.
· Members discussed the date of the 14th TSG3 meeting and agreed on 16–17 March 2021.

Conclusions under Item 11:

C.6 The TSG 3 project proposal ‘’Renewal of the adaptation of coppiced oak forests in a drastically changing environment’’ was approved.
C.7 The TSG 3 project proposal ‘’Secure diversity through a holistic approach on for the most threatened Mediterranean conifer ecosystems: combining genetic, physiology, biodiversity indexes, germination and restoration'' was approved.

C.8 The conference for the Mediterranean commission for development/MSCD will be held in Slovenia in June 2021.

C.9 Pillar co-coordinators will ask the Governing board for an update about guidelines for the economic zones initiative in the Adriatic-Ionian Region.
C.10 The next TSG3 meeting will be held on 16–17th March 2021.
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