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12th meeting of the Thematic Steering Group for

Pillar 3 – Environmental Quality

under the EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR)

4th-5th March 2020
DRAFT MINUTES

Venue: 
Ministry of European Integration in Belgrade, Nemanjina 34, 11000 Belgrade.
Chairs: 
Pillar 3 Coordinators: Mitja Bricelj (SI) and Senad Oprašić (BiH). 

Participants:
The members of the EUSAIR Thematic Steering Group 3 (TSG 3), representatives of EUSAIR Facility Point Lead Partner (GODC) and Project partners Municipality of Izola (Sl) (Annex 1).
Five countries (SI, HR, SR, MNE, BiH) out of the eight were represented at the meeting. The Chairs verified that the quorum wasn’t reached at Day 1
 due to the fact that HR wasn’t present. The decisions could therefore be taken on Day 2 when consensus among all the countries represented, including HR via skype
, was provided. 

The participants were welcomed by Ivana Davidović, Ministry of European Integration who take the opportunity to introduced some details regarding the 5th EUSAIR Forum program and informed TSG 3 members that the TSG 3 panel session will be organized as panel session and the side event was confirmed by the organizers. The participants were also welcomed by Kristina Milosavljević, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Dušan Ognjanović as representative of Ministry of Environment who gave information about the implementation of Serbian presidency and its core which is connection of coastal areas and hinterland.
Item 1: The Agenda was presented by the Co-Chairs Mitja Bricelj (SI) and Senad Oprašić (BiH). After agreement on postponing Item 7 on Day 2 the revised Agenda was adopted.  
Conclusions under Item 1:
C.1. The Agenda was presented by the Co-Chairs Mitja Bricelj (SI) and Senad Oprašić (BiH) and it was proposed and adopted to postpone item 7 to day 2.
Item 2: The minutes of the 11th TSG3 meeting (Sarajevo, November 2019) were subject to revision. Besides already sent and included amendments from IT and GODC - SI some additional amendments were proposed by Nadine Lakhal (DG Regio) that were taken into account and included in the minutes.

Conclusions under Item 2:

C.2 The minutes of the 11th TSG3 meeting (Sarajevo, November 2019) were subject to revision. The minutes were adopted with some additional amendments.
Item 3: Co-chair Senad Oprašić (BiH) presented the outcomes of the Technical Pillar Coordinators meeting (PC meeting). At the PC meeting was reported the work done within TSG 3: conclusions from the 11th TSG 3 meeting from Sarajevo (BiH), co-organized a round table AII Roundtable on “Development of joint management plans for cross-border habitats and ecosystems with particular reference to the large carnivores“ and presented the improvement of the project development process as well the work ahead for 2020 (Annex 2). 
Item 4: A recap of the Governing Board, 18th – 19th February 2020 (Brussels, Belgium) was presented by Ines Grenc (FP LP). Main points were: - Implementation of the Republic of Serbia Presidency Programme, - Towards post-2020 – the embedding process, - Representative of Interreg ADRION presented the ongoing preparation for the next programming period 2021-2027 and other capitalisation activities, - Presentation and state of play of the Annual Report of TSGs, - Outcomes of the Communication Workshops – towards the common vision and mission (for detailed outcomes see Annex 3).
Item 4.1.: More details from the GB discussion were presented by Ines Grenc (FP LP). GB expressed appreciation of the prepared list of priorities, which should be further developed in up to 2 flagships per Pillar that should clearly show the wide impact on macro-region. The flagships should primarily be focused on mainstream ESIF and IPA programming. The flagships should show a conglomerate of similar or different activities among the countries, which all contribute to the same macro-regional goal/impact (building blocks). The goal of the meeting of NCs and PCs scheduled for April in Ancona should be approved flagships with (draft) texts to be embedded in IPA and ESIF programming documents. The sources of financing at national level should also be defined (not necessary same source in all countries). The 2 flagships must be prepared by 15. April 2020. The discussion about the embedding process and flagships continued among TSG 3 members and Andrea Bianchini (DG ENV) (present via Skype). The discussion tackled the demand of shorten the three (3) TSG 3 priorities into 2 what represent an issue as all 3 are of high importance for the Pillar Environmental Quality and AI region. Despite the agreement among TSG 3 members that shorten TSG 3 priorities even more is impossible, Andrea Bianchini confirmed that only 2 flagships can be identified and send to NCs. Following the discussion was proposed to ask TSG 1 to join in a cross-pillar flagship for ICZM&MSP TSG 3 priority, since is a cross-cutting theme important also for TSG 1, and to present the priorities of Contingency plan and terrestrial habitats as 2 flagships. If the proposal of a cross-pillar flagship will not be accepted TSG 3 will stick with all three and send it as flagships with explanation and argumentation supporting such decision.
Conclusions under Item 4.1:

C.3: To follow the recommendation of GB to identify 2 flagships per Pillar the priority tackling MSP and ICZM will be proposed as cross-pillar flagship with TSG 1. If the proposal will not be agreed TSG 3 will stick with the 3 priorities and present them as flagships. 

Item 5 – sub Item 5.1: Regardless of the fact that the date of the 5th EUSAIR Forum is not finally confirmed yet, the TSG 3 members discussed possible themes for the panel session. Within the discussion was stressed that the identified theme should: - follow the EU Green Deal goals by implementing TSG 3 activities, - take into account eco-connectivity as connection between transport and green corridors (e.g. INTERREG Danube project Transgreen), - demonstrate an approach that include all AI countries also those without sea, - include biodiversity and its importance for all AI countries especially landlocked, - take into account that all TSG 3 priorities can be inter-pillar and - that gives recognition of all the work done so far. Following the discussion TSG 3 members agreed on the theme regarding green and blue corridors: Importance of blue and green infrastructure in a light of the new EU Post 2020 biodiversity framework: How to enhance the delivery of essential ecosystem services throughout the Adriatic – Ionian Region? Nadine Lakhal (DG REGIO) stressed the importance to determine also the scope of the panel session and to have not more than 5 panel speakers.

Conclusions under Item 5.1:

C.4: TSG 3 members agreed that the theme for TSG 3 panel session is: Importance of blue and green infrastructure in a light of the new EU Post 2020 biodiversity framework: How to enhance the delivery of essential ecosystem services throughout the Adriatic – Ionian Region? 
C.5: TSG 3 members will prepare the scope of the TSG 3 panel session and identify speakers - max 5 persons - by 19. March 2020.
Sub Item 5.2:

Following the discussion of the panel session TSG 3 members agreed also on organizing a side event. TSG 3 member from Montenegro proposed that the theme for the side events could tackle a marine issue important for more countries who follow the Barcelona convention and is linked with EU legislation EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). The proposed theme is: “Synergies between the application of the Ecosystem Approach/IMAP and EU MSFD in marine environment protection in AAI region”.
Conclusions under Item 5.2:

C.6. TSG 3 members agreed that the side event will be organized. TSG 3 members will send proposals for the theme by 26. March 2020.
Item 6: FP PP Izola presented the roadmap of activities done for the project development from last TSG 3 meeting in November 2019 till 12th TSG 3 meeting in Belgrade. After the presentation Martina Bocci (via skype), external support for development of mono-pillar project concept ICZM&MSP, presented the second, amended draft of the project concept followed by TSG 3 members’ discussion (Annex 4). BiH proposed to include activities that overcome the basic legislative framework of ICZM&MSP to show the added value of the project to national authorities (include concrete activities for e.g. Neum Bay). The proposal was followed by the presentation for the project proposal ASOSCoP by FP PP Izola. The project proposal is in preparation for the open call of DG ECHO with the deadline of 19th March 2020 (Annex 5). TSG 3 members find the project very important also for EUSAIR Pillar 2 since marine transport is one of the main issues when dealing with ecological status of marine areas. After the presentation and discussion among TSG 3 members was agreed that the project ICZM&MSP can be finalized into a INTERREG V-B ADRION 2014-2020 project application form and that for ASOSCoP also TSG 2 should be asked to support the project preparation by helping involve Italian project partners. TSG 2 should also be involved in the project implementation if it will be financed.
Conclusion under Item 6:

C.7: The project ICZM&MSP can be finalize into a INTERREG V-B ADRION 2014-2020 project application form.
C.8: TSG 3 will officially ask TSG 2 to help involve Italian partner in the project preparation. After the eventual approval of the project they should be involved in the project implementation.
Item 8: FP PP Izola presented the amended (with HR comments from TSG 3 meeting in Sarajevo) and final version of Monitoring and evaluation of the EUSAIR MRS in the framework of Facility Point followed by the discussion of TSG 3 members. HR will send additional comment regarding the inclusion of EU 2030 biodiversity strategy in the final version. Nevertheless, HR agreed on the prepared amended version as final.  
Conclusion under Item 8:
C.9: TSG 3 approve the final version of the document.
Item 9: The meeting was called by DG REGIO on 19 February 2020 in order to explore the possibility of improving cooperation in the bio-economy sector which puts together innovation and environmental protection and is therefore strongly connected to the objective of the European Green Deal. The Joint Research Center (JRC) Knowledge centers offers specific expertise to that topic and could be an initial contact point for the EUSAIR to gather knowledge on specific issues connected to Bio-Economy. The JRC was open to offer scientific support to the EUSAIR stakeholders (especially those coming from the Western Balkans) and would consider a request coming from them to increase such support. The meeting was attended by DG REGIO, DG ENV, JRC, EUSAIR Pillar 3 coordinators, Bio Based Industries Joint Undertaking and the EUSAIR Facility Point. 
Conclusion under Item 9:
C.10: TSG 3 will send an official letter to JRC to ask for the support to build the cluster.
Item 10: 
FP PP Izola presented the TSG 3 Activity plan with already identified TSG 3 events followed by a TSG3 members from Sarajevo. No changes or detailed information were presented at the meeting, so it was agreed that amendments can be made throughout all the year 2020 with no deadline (Annex 6).
Conclusion under Item 10:

C.11: TSG 3 will send detailed information about possible events in 2020.
Item 11: 

Under AOB were presented:

· The conclusions and recommendation of the round table “Development of joint management plans for cross-border habitats and ecosystems with particular reference to the large carnivores“ held in Belgrade, 17th December 2019 (Annex 7).
· Invitation to participate panel on Environmental Quality, within Economic Mostar Fair, 1/04/20 Mostar sent by Donatella Romozzi, EUSAIR Facility Point Regione Marche. Invitation will be forwarded to all TSG 3 members.
· Information that the Slovenian member of International Committee for Sava river Basin (ICSRB) informed TSG 3 members that contracting parties of framework agreement of Sava river basin (FASRB) expressed the need to extend the Sava flood forecasting system in Adriatic river concrete basin as measure for climate change adaptation. 
� HR representative wasn’t present at Day 1 due to non-postponable working obligation and was present on Day 2 via skype – non physically due to the force majeure of the medical issues of Corona virus (COVID - 19).
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