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-at least 30% of the EU's land area and 30% of the EU's marine area should be protected; 
-at least one third of protected areas - that is 10% of the EU's land area and 10% of the EU's 
marine area - should be strictly protected;
-provisions on effective management and restoration.





The Adriatic-Ionian region has the lowest proportion of 
protected seas of all regional seas in the Mediterranean region !

-only 3,57% „protected“ (EU 2030 target: 30 %)

-only 0,07% „strict protection“ (EU target: 10%)



“At present - EUSAIR region:

-46 nationally designated

marine protected areas (MPAs); 

-348 marine Natura 2000 sites
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Map of the most valuable biodiversity areas (left) and map of intensity of fishing

activities (yellow: low intensity fishing, red: high intensity fishing areas – right map)
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Possible next steps – towards an Action Plan

At the local/national level:

•Existing MPAs in country asessed against the IUCN standards and category

objectives.

•More MPAs, especially those which are fully protected / no-take areas.

•Larger existing MPAs.

•Blue corridors, multiple use marine resource areas and MPA networks as

alternatives when it is not possible to create large MPAs.

•Completed network of marine Natura 2000 sites in EU countries (and

EMERALD in non-EU countries).

•Identified potential marine Natura 2000 sites in non-EU countries.

•New, expanded and additional MPAs outside territorial waters.

•Marine OECMs
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At the transboundary level

•Transboundary MPAs and other area-

based conservation measures.

•Blue corridors as part of the no-take

zone or limited impact zone in the EEZ.

Blue line: optional 10% strict protection

blue corridor (MPA) in the core of the EEZ

Biodiversity most valuable areas (green) and 

12/24 miles of shorelines under the 

Adriatic-Ionian Sea (shadow lines).
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At the EUSAIR level: An action plan for the establishment and effective management of MPAs

 Agree the commitments of EUSAIR countries to implement common framework action objectives

within country responsibilities.

 Strategic diagnosis of regional potential MPAs

a) Identification of potential areas for future protection in the region and by countries (MPAs,

Natura/EMERALD, OECMs…) and plans for improvement of management effectiveness of existing

MPAs.

b) Assessment of strategic issues in the context of protection and development of the region (To be agreed at

the next EUSAIR meeting) .

 Activities to implement the strategy (differentiation between the common orientations and commitments

of each partner/country, definition of an appropriate number of concrete actions, definition of the

frequency of actions).

 Reinforcement of existing activities of partners/countries in combination with new initiatives (blue (and

green) corridors, ecosystem services, charismatic species, interaction with other sectors, climate change

process, new partnerships, innovative activities/tools...).

 Propossal for establishment of the AdrIonPAN (professional) organisation with clear objectives in

supporting identification and designation of MPAs, capacity development and networking.
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