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19th MEETING OF THE EUSAIR TSG2 SUB-GROUP ON ENERGY, 23 APRIL 2024
Agenda Item no. 8
DRAFT PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE TSG2 SUB-GROUP ON ENERGY FOR THE YEAR 2024
A. Premise
1. According to the Revised EUSAIR Action Plan and Communication from the European Commission to the European Institutions the TSG2 should act on two energy-related Topics, Topic 2.4 Energy Networks and Topic 2.5 Green Energy. The TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy is preparing its activities to the purpose. 
It is understood that Italy, North Macedonia and Serbia are continuing the coordination of EUSAIR Pillar 2 and the Sub-Group.
2. At this very stage, in consideration of the uncertainties concerning the date of approval of the Revised EUSAIR Action Plan as well as the uncertainties regarding the availability and timing of some kind of technical assistance to the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy, the Programme of Work for the Year 2024 cannot be prepared in all its aspects and activities.

3. It is assumed that future activities, in particular work for the year 2024 should embrace five prongs as in the following.

First, the Meetings of the TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy and other EUSAIR-related events.

Second, the updating process of EUSAIR-labelled projects and measures on Energy Networks and Green Enegy.

Third, the follow-up to strategic studies such as the Master Plan on Energy Networks and the Road Map towards Energy Market Integration in the Adriatic and Ionian Region as well as new strategic studies to be considered and undertaken.

Fourth, the internal and external communication and the organisation of workshops, conferences and similar energy-related events.

Fifth, the identification of cross-Pillar project ideas and their agreement by other Pillars.

B. Meetings of the TSG Sub-Group on Energy


4. Two regular Sub-Group Meetings are foreseen:

· 19th Meeting of the EUSAIR TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy, held on-line, 23 April 2024

· 20th Meeting of the EUSAIR TSG2 Sub-Group on Energy, Trieste, Italy, end November 2024

5. The Sub-Group will organise a Session on Energy on 16 May 2024 during the 9th EUSAIR Annual Forum to be held in Šibenik, Croatia on 15-16 May 2024.

The theme which is proposed for the Session on Energy is “Renewable Energy to Confront the Global Climate Change Challenge: Cooperation and Action for the Adriatic and Ionian Region”.

C. EUSAIR-labelled Projects

6. It is assumed that EUSAIR-labelled projects and measures on energy networks as identified and described in the past are going to continue to be updated and integrated with the addition of new projects and measures involving green energy as well.

D. Strategic studies

7. The Sub-Group are waiting for instructions and approval of the EUSAIR Revised Action Plan and Communication. 
E. Energy-related events
8. Following exchange of ideas and discussion which happened in the 18th Meeting of thew Sub-Group on Energy Networks of 5 December 2023 and other events as promoted and organised by the Sub-Group on Energy Networks, such as the EUSAIR Open Conference on Connecting the Adriatic and Ionian Region of 6 July 2023 a few events which might be proposed are as in the following. No resources neither assistance have been committed to the purpose, neither locations or dates can be suggested under the present circumstances. 
9. The provisional titles and subjects of a few non-committing events would be
a) EUSAIR Conference for Cooperation in the Adriatic and Ionian Region to Confront Climate Change. In principle, the event should involve all the 5 Pillars of the EUSAIR Action Plan with a view at COP29.

b) Workshop on Energy Project Financing towards a possible EUSAIR Facility for the delivery of financial services for (energy and non-energy) projects in the Adriatic and Ionian Region.

c) Workshop on LNG and Clean Fuels Use for Maritime Transport in the Adriatic and Ionian Seas. Focus would be on proposed cooperation and coordination between Port Authorities through the Adriatic and Ionian Seas with a view at the implementation of the new IMO directives by 1 January 2025.

d) Workshop on Energy Communities for the Western Balkan Region: Directives and Regulation, Governance, Opportunities and Benefits. The focus would be on the RED II Directives by the European Union to organise renewable energy communities and groups of self-consumption. The Emilia-Romagna Region of Italy might promote and cooperate on the initiative. 

F. Suggested course of action

10. The entire Agenda Item is for discussion. Future decisions should be made by the Sub-Group Coordinators while keeping Standing Members involved and informed.
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